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Organizational History, 38th Bombardment Squadron (H), 30th Bombardment 
Group (H), VII Bomber Command, Seventh Air Force.  

 
 11 April 1944 - 30 April 1944 

1. Organization: 

Negative. 

2. Strength: 

69 Officers 

1 Warrant Officer (jg) 

366 Enlisted Men 

3. Date of arrival and departure from station occupied in this theatre: 

Negative. 

4. Losses: 

On 10 April, 1944, the following personnel are reported missing in action on 

night bombing mission over Truk: (See Exhibit #l Mission Report No. H-211, dated 10 April 

1944.) 

1st Lt. Alvin C. Larson 0733665 Pilot 

1st Lt. Charles H. Hechler 0737947 Co-pilot 

1st Lt. Philip (NMI) Smith 0736039 Navigator 

1st Lt. Robert C. Clare 02043721 Bombardier 

T/Sgt Francis (NMI) Rupnow 15077357 Engineer 

T/Sgt Scott F. Turner 34267878 Radio Operator 

S/Sgt John W. Corr 13117727 Ass’t Engineer 

S/8gt Kenneth R. Anderson 31151687 Ass’t Radio Operator 

S/Sgt Frank V. Stella 13079519 Armorer Gunner 

S/Sgt Roswell A. Osborne 37384238 Radar Operator 

2nd Lt. Raymond H. Davis 0742069 Gunner (Pilot) 
 

5. Awards and Decorations: 

The following men were awarded the Air Medal: 

Major Thomas E. Thompson      0421140 

Cpl. Kenneth G. Gannon 35541215 

The following men were awarded the Air Medal and 1st 

Oak Leaf Cluster to the Air Medal: 

1st Lt. Leroy J. Conn   0670014 

1st Lt. Robert T. Kelly   0665042  

1st Lt. Bernard T. Westerman  0669250  

T/Sgt Joseph V. Harkins   31140715  

T/Sgt Henry F. Lee    6569196 
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38th Bombardment Squadron (H) (cont’d) 

T/Sgt Norris P. Sensei 17038222 

S/Sgt William J. Haubert Jr.  35422103 

Sgt Samuel (NMI) Bonfilio 19077672 

Sgt Joseph M. Cottetta 33316809 

Sgt Harlan G. Mitchell 35368246 

The 1st Oak Leaf Cluster to the Air Medal was awarded: 

T/Sgt Arthur R. Tanner 6833801 

The 2nd Oak Leaf Cluster to the Air Medal was awarded: 

Captain Louis J. Lamm 0724440 

The Distinguished Flying Cross was presented to: 

Cpl. Norman (NMI) Vogel 12026171 

The Air Medal, 1st Oak Leaf Cluster, and Distinguished Flying Cross were 

presented to: 

2nd Lt. David L. Stewart  0748269 

The 1st Oak Leaf Cluster to the Air Medal, and the Distinguished Flying Cross 

were presented to: 

1st Lt. Rodney C. Clare  02034721  

1st Lt. Alvin L. Larson  0733665  

1st Lt. Charles H. Hechler  0737947  

1st Lt. Philip (NMI) Smith  0736039  

T/Sgt Francis (NMI) Rupnow  15077357  

T/Sgt Scott F. Turner 34267878 

S/Sgt Kenneth R. Anderson  31151687  

S/Sgt John W. Corr  13117727 

S/Sgt Roswell A. Osborne      37384238  

S/Sgt Frank V. Stella       13079519 

 

The Air Medal, 1st Oak Leaf Cluster, Distinguished Flying 

Cross, 2nd & 3rd Oak Leaf Cluster to the Air Medal, and the 

1st Oak Leaf Cluster to the D.F.C. were presented to: 

1st Lt. Danny R. Fuller 

1st Lt. Forrest S. Glasco 

2nd Lt. Stephen M. Heller  

2nd Lt. Robert F. Parker  

T/Sgt James W. Miller  

T/Sgt Robert J. Prince  

T/Sgt John J. Shea  

T/Sgt Lional P. Soucy 

T/Sgt Rollan T. Tonkinson 

T/Sgt John R. Youngberg 
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0740784 

0677713 
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0748232 

33226943 

12168444 
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31173947 

17038254 

33296643 



 
 

38th Bombardment Squadron (H), 

S/Sgt Loren E. Greuel 37314712 

S/Sgt Richard E. Kunitz 34402188 

S/Sgt Arthur C. Liebhart 36433887 

S/Sgt William S. Martin Jr. 6979216 

S/Sgt Raymond R. Straughmatt 36617524 

The Distinguished Flying Cross, 2nd & 3rd Oat Leaf Cluster  

to the Air Medal, and 1st Oak Leaf Cluster to the D.F.C.  

were presented to: 

1st Lt. Verne S. Allen 0739636 

1st Lt. William W. Ballreich 0743160 

1st Lt. Dean S. Bellinger 0733015 

1st Lt. William A. Bernheim 0743167 

1st Lt. Irving L. Brown 0669186 

1st Lt. James F. Byrne 0660193 

1st Lt. Jefferson E. Cook 0743317 

1st Lt. Wilber E. Dehhe 0413850 

1st Lt. Louis W. Hayes 0740647 

1st Lt. Perry R. Hodge 0734687 

1st Lt. George F. Holland 0741343 

1st Lt. Clarence C. Humphries 0741347 

1st Lt. Alphonse J Janesko 0734701 

1st Lt. Harace G. Johnson Jr. 0734703 

1st Lt. William (NMI) Kusik 0743456 

1st Lt. Stanley J. Lacy 0743189 

1st Lt. Phillip (NMI) Levin 0733067 

1st Lt. Morris (NMI) Miller 0740871 

1st Lt. Arnold F. Monsrud 0741856 

1st Lt. Robert D. Morrison 0743253 

1st Lt. Robert J. Norman 0741860 

1st Lt. William E. Pfadt 0741809 

1st Lt. Richard K. Pimentel 0740909 

1st Lt. James M. Scott 0741867 

1st Lt. John W. Sekerak 0741813 

1st Lt. Francis L. Stafford 0740970 

1st Lt. Donald J. Wilson 0741013 

2nd Lt. William D. Flowers 0747387 

2nd Lt. Harry E. Gatgens 0807184 

2nd Lt. Edward W. Kubin 0747435 

2nd Lt. Peter (NMI) Kuchmy 0747436 

2nd Lt. Chester A. Norman Jr 0684655 

2nd Lt. Bert (NMI) Ogus 0147473 

T/Sgt Donald G. Baker 32382152 

T/Sgt Buell H. Chaney 35457562 

T/Sgt William M. Gates 11071020 

T/S

gtg

tgt 

  Richard H. Handley 16168917 

T/Sgt Louis P. Helmick 35331196 

T/Sgt John L. MacInnis 19005654 

T/Sgt Donald J. McPherson 11042656  
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38th Bombardment Squadron (H) (Cont’d) 

T/Sgt Richard E. Sneed 20342978 

T/Sgt Earl L. Stith 33484400 

S/Sgt William (NMI) Treewater 36518524 

T/Sgt Everett C. Viken 38159155 

T/Sgt James W. Wright 14151326 

S/Sgt Robert S. Applegate 12134713 

S/Sgt Frank M. Bachek 32426151 

S/Sgt Henry H. Board 38209406 

S/Sgt Walter L. Cooper 14125956 

S/Sgt Floyd C. Cowart Jr. 14044640 

S/Sgt Billy D. Downer 16110520 

S/Sgt Washington (NMI) Falk III 34352795 

S/Sgt James B. Floyd 14140219 

S/Sgt John C. Gurnee 11095303 

S/Sgt   Willie (NMI) Haas 38113277 

S/Sgt Gerald P. Henry 35331227 

S/Sgt Matthew S. Kozibroski 13096394 

S/Sgt Asa L. Law 18154244 

S/Sgt Daniel D. Lowery 16098142 

S/Sgt Robert J. Mayer 32503770 

S/Sgt Jack E. Mims 18081946 

S/Sgt Arnold C. Musick Jr. 15087497 

S/Sgt Conrad L. Pope 15323259 

S/Sgt Wilbert H. Rightmyer 33368704 

S/Sgt Irving (NMI) Soltan 6980804 

S/Sgt Ray (NMI) Sund 19010079 

S/Sgt Charles A. Tripp 32477314 

S/Sgt Thomas R. Wing 37439624 

Cpl Michael W. Catanzaro 12075648  

The Distinguished Flying Cross, 2nd Oak Leaf Cluster(for A/C shot down) to Air Medal, 

3rd & 4th Oak Leaf Cluster to Air Medal, and 1st Oak Leaf Cluster to the D.F.C. were 

presented to: 

           S/Sgt Paul 0. Richards      33013836 

Citations for the above awards are as follows: 

For the Air Medal and Oak Leaf Clusters to the Air Medal: 

For achievement in flight with distinction above and beyond that normally 

expected. Each, as a crew member of a bombardment type aircraft, participated in 

strike sorties against the enemy, displaying high professional skill, courage, 

and devotion to duty which reflected great credit upon himself and the Army Air 

Forces. 
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Organizational History, 38th Bombardment Squadron (H) (Cont’d) 

Citation for the Distinguished Flying Cross and bronze Oak Leaf Cluster to the D.F.C.: 

For extraordinary achievement while participating in aerial flights as a crew member 

of heavy bombardment type aircraft, in strike sorties against the enemy, displaying 

high professional skill, courage, and devotion to duty which reflected great credit 

upon himself and the Army Air Forces. 

Award of second Oak Leaf Cluster: 

A second bronze Oak Leaf Cluster is awarded by the Commanding General, Seventh Air 

Force, to the following named enlisted man for the destruction of one enemy aircraft. 

Throughout this operation, the conduct displayed was a great credit to the individual 

and to the Army Air Forces: 

Staff Sergeant Paul 0. Richards, 33013836, Air Corps, United States Army. 
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Organizational History, 38th Bombardment Squadron (H), 30th Bombardment Group (H), VII Bomber 

Command, Seventh Air Force. 

1 April 1944 - 30 April 1944 

Narrative: 

During the month of April eight (8) combat missions were completed, flying a total of 14,861 

statute miles. Five night attacks were made on the Truk Islands, one daylight attack on Wake 

Island, and two daylight attacks on Wotje Island. (See Exhibit #1). 

First of the Truk missions, April 3rd, was flown direct, with three airplanes returning to 

Eniwetok for re-fueling. The remaining Truk missions were staged through Eniwetok on April 10th, 

16th, 25th and 29th. Ninety-five and one-half (95 1/2) tons of bombs were dropped on Truk Islands 

with estimated 96% falling on land areas. Radar windows were used on these missions with apparent 

success. Three airplanes hit Ponape Island as an alternate target. 

Lt A.L. Larson’s airplane and crew failed to return from the Truk mission of April 10th. The 

airplane was seen to go down about twenty miles off the reef, cause unknown. Night fighters were 

reported on the mission, but no attacks were known to be made. Lt Larson’s crew, first 

replacement crew in the squadron is the only crew lost over the target to date. Lt R.H.Davis, 

pilot of a new replacement crew, was also on the plane. 

On the Truk mission of April 16th, Lt Morrison’s crew encountered St. Elmo’s Fire when they flew 

into a large cloud north of Truk to avoid a night fighter. On the same mission airplane 42-72970 

cracked up on landing at Eniwetok from Truk. The crew were not hurt, but the airplane was damaged 

beyond repair. 

One attack was made on Wake Island April 20th, dropping 6 ton of bombs with 85% accuracy. Two 

attacks were made on Wotje Island on April 21st and 22nd, dropping 24 1/2 tons of bombs with 

estimated 87% falling on land. These three daylight missions gave new crews valuable orientation 

in Central Pacific navigation and combat formation flying. Old crew members flew with and advised 

the new crews. Following the Wotje missions three new crew members refused to fly on any more 

combat missions. 

Of the original crews that came from the states with the squadron, the nine remaining crews 

completed 30 missions during the month. Lt R. K. Pimentel’s crew was first to finish. Four crews 

(Lt's Ballreich, Clasco, Bernheim, and Wilson) completed their combat duty without change of crew 

personnel. Lt Glasco’s crew was the only one to complete 30 missions with 30 starts. At month’s 

end only two of the original combat men remained to complete missions. (See Exhibit #2) 

Formal presentation of awards for combat men was made on April 1st, (GCT), on the runway, by 

General Landon and Admiral Hoover. Colonel Miller presented awards to crews returning from rest 

leave, in the combat area on April 4th. As individual crews completed 30 missions final awards 

were made by General Landon in his office. (See Exhibit #3) 
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Organizational History, 38th Bombardment Squadron (H), 30th Bombardment Group (H), VII 

Bomber Command, Seventh Air Force. 

1 April 1944 - 30 April 1944 

Narrative (cont’d) 

During the month seven (7) new combat crews were assigned to the squadron and one (1) 

crew attached. These replacements came to the squadron from the 819th and 42nd squadrons 

of the 11th Bomb Group, and the 392nd squadron of the 30th Bomb Group. 

Lt K.D. Kelly’s crew was relieved from duty with the squadron and returned to 819th 

Squadron. The crew had completed 12 missions while on D.S. with the 38th squadron. Other 

combat crews, on the completion of 30 missions, returned to Hawaii by any available 

means that could be arranged. 

Special training for the month included several classes for new combat crews stressing 

practical lessons from field experience and squadron combat policies. Four ground-crew 

men of the Armament Department attended special classes on the Sperry Ball Turret. Two 

men returned to the squadron from Radar School in Hawaii. 

During the first half of the month the Photo Department designed and built their own 

laboratory. Its practical aspects appealed to the Engineers who copied the plans for use 

in other units. 

Barracks for combat men were completed near the month's end. For the first time since 

moving overseas the entire squadron was housed in the same area. Mess for the month 

consisted chiefly of C and A rations. Some fresh meat and supplies arrived about April 

25th. Mail delivery was sporadic. Thirty-five bags of Christmas packages arrived at mid-

month, mostly in demolished, unusable condition. 

Special Service features were limited to distribution of a few magazines and a regular 

movie schedule. New pictures in increased numbers were appreciated. A small library was 

added to the P.X. tent. Total P.X. sales for the month amounted to $3,315.00, including 

sale of 337 cases of beer. Summary of a three-month period showed that 230 public 

relation press releases had been forwarded, covering approximately 180 squadron 

personnel. 

No promotions were made during the month. Thirty-one enlisted men and three officers 

were granted a two-week rest period in Hawaii. 

During the month forty-two (42) officers and sixty-four (64) enlisted men were 

transferred from the organization, including six men transferred for medical care. Forty-

three (43) officers and sixty-two (62) enlisted men were assigned to the organizati



 

 



 

Organizational History, 38th Bombardment Squadron (H), 30th Bombardment Group (H), VII 

Bomber Command, Seventh Air Force. 

1 May 1944 - 31 May 1944 

1. Organization: 

Negative. 

2. Strength: 

67 Officers 
1 WO (jg) 

363 Enlisted Men 

3. Date of arrival and departure from each station occupied in this theatre: 

Negative. 

4. Losses: None 

5. Awards and decorations: 

32 Officers and 303 enlisted men were authorized to wear the second bronze 

star on the Asiatic Pacific Theatre Ribbon. 

(For complete roster see attached Squadron Orders #29.) 

 



 

 

Audette, Jean M. R. 
1st Lt O-562435 

Barraclough, Nile G. WO (jg) 
W-

2122392 

Bargmann, Evans R. 1st Lt O-857569 

Bates, Fletcher G. 1st Lt O-676723 

Black, Philip J. 1st Lt O-741329 

Buchanan, Melvin T. 1st Lt O-669187 

Clipper, Jack L. 1st Lt O-861422 

Crom, Wayne L. 1st Lt 
O-

1548707 

Davis, Woodrow W, 1st Lt O-742303 

Decoteau, Roland E. 2nd Lt O-733028 

Dickinson, Henry H, 1st Lt O-571467 

Feely, Raymond A, 1st Lt O-795721  

Ferejohn, John W. 1st Lt O-684146 

Feves, Louis J. Capt O-480595 

Harrell, Warren R. 1st Lt O-736856 

Hayne, Donald F. 1st Lt O-862731 

Kalkman, Cyril H. 1st Lt O-741409 

Karthman, Joseph D. 2nd Lt O-862937 

Kleinhelter, Robert W. 1st Lt O-740702 

Kilgore, Louis T. 2nd Lt O-861889 

Lamm, Louis J. Capt O-724440 

Levesque, Andrew R. Capt O-507735 

Martin, Gabriel (NMI) 1st Lt O-743249 

McEntire, Bruce M. Capt O-724451 

Newkirk, Robert W. 1st T.t O-860959 

Parks, Keith C. 1st Lt O-740900 

Paustian, Dilver A. 1st Lt O-743264 

Petroff, Victor (NMI) 1st Lt O-743269 

Redmond, Milton C. 1st Lt O-741865 

Schleicher, Leonard H. Capt O-907790 

Shukle, Louis A. 1st Lt O-671121 

Thompson, Thomas E. Major O-421140 

   

Adkin, Ernest (NMI) S/Sgt 32435506 

Anderson, Howard B. Cpl 37236470 

Anderson, Robert E. Cpl 37134411 

Anglin, Ralph E. Cpl 37164864 

Antonelli, Michael J. S/Sgt 32539343 

ORDERS ) 

 NO 29 ) 

38TH BOMBARDMENT SQUADRON (H) 
Office of the Commanding Officer 

APO # 241 

20 May 1944 

1. Pursuant to authority contained in War Department General Order No. 17, 
dated 26 February 1944, the following named Officers and Enlisted Men, this 
Organization, are authorized to wear the Second Bronze Star on the Asiatic 
Pacific Theatre Ribbon: 
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38th Bomb Sq (H) Order No. 29, dtd 20 May 1944 cont’d. 

Armstrong, Robert L. S/Sgt 36475147 

Baczkowski, Anthony (NMI) M/Sgt 14029692 

Baden, Francis C. Sgt 33064580 

Bailey, Frank W, 1st Sgt 33087575 

Bailey, Harlow H. Jr. Pvt 39200150 

Baird, Everett S. Sgt 31159861 

Baker, Neil N. M/Sgt 17013978 

Bankovich, Joseph (NMI) Cpl 33567744 

Barnes, Milan D, Sgt 12130023 

Bartholio, Joseph H. Cpl 6573568 

Bassett, Richard C. Pvt 38398700 

Beard, Reggie L. Sgt 37370224 

Becker, Alvin G. Sgt 17077366 

Beckman, William R. Cpl 36554600 

Bentz, Robert I. Cpl 37467434 

Berger, Bernard W. S/Sgt 32436835 

Bierbaum, Robert L. Sgt 37310863 

Bingham, James T. Cpl 39311047 

Bird, Wilbur E. Pfc 32727529 

Blankman, Samuel (NMI) Pfc 36503248 

Block, Herman I. Pvt 12143716 

Blum, Ernest V. Sgt 14013321 

Bobby, Joseph (NMI) S/Sgt 33087632 

Bogansky, John P, Cpl 33087678 

Bookbinder, Louis (NMI) Cpl 39838246 

Bookman, Leo (NMI) Cpl 32688685 

Bordner, Harold B. Pvt 19177432 

Bowen, Wallace F. Sgt 35315266 

Bowring, Albert P. M/Sgt 18003918 

Brearey, George H.  Pfc 33322463 

Brittain, Clifford O. Pfc 38152242 

Brock, Edgar W.  Sgt 19039488 

Brown, Walter D. M/Sgt R-158596 

Buckley, Chester T/Sgt 6384794 

Bullock, Edward T.  Pfc 33219109 

Burgess, John H. Sgt 37427235 

Burke, Walter E, Sgt  31162951 

Cannafax, Neff (NMI)  T/Sgt 17018529 

Cantrell, Curtis J, M/Sgt 14042835 

Carbary, Warren R. Sgt 36612758 

Carreker, James W. S/Sgt 34358305 

Castaldo, William D. Sgt 12190560 

Cathey, Thomas J. Sgt 38191182 

Chiong, Kee (NMI) Cpl 32529801 

Clare, Thomas R. Cpl 32523864 

Cole, J. C. (1.0.) Cpl 19077980 

Colmery, Earl C. Sgt 32265405 

Connick, Percy C. T/Sgt 20952060 

Cottenham, William E. Sgt 7025517 

Crawford, Benjamin S. Cpl 13001525 

Cronk, Elwood N. M/Sgt 17018435 

Cybulski, Walter J. M/Sgt 36120974 

Cyphers, Richard H. Cpl 39315225 
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Daniel, James A. Sgt 14047663 

Darby, Charles F. Cpl 37375804 

Dasenbrock, Arthur A. Sgt 16073133 

Davidson, R. D. Pvt 35630530 

Davis, John R. Pvt 13153849 

Davis, William R. Sgt 37231912 

Devaney, William V. Cpl 32456920 

Devine, James (NMI) Cpl 31159894 

Dieter, William J. Cpl 36556282 

Divine, Earl W. Cpl 35330481 

Dixon, Major G. Cpl 34268229 

Dombek, John F. Cpl 31312169 

Doulin, Hugh A. S/Sgt 32146230 

Dover, Ernest H. Cpl 34167750 

Downs, John A. S/Sgt 20224450 

Dumas, Oliver W. Pfc 34802289 

Durand, Frederick L. Sgt 11094475 

Duray, John (NMI) Cpl 33567655 

Dusa, Edward Sgt 11095166 

DuYore, Raymond H. Cpl 39132262 

Dye, Carl B. Jr. Pfc 34267806 

Edwards, Arthur J. T/Sgt 14034784 

Edwards, Hcmy M. Sgt 34028419 

Eggleston, Russell A. S/Sgt 31039970 

Enis, William J, Cpl 18169616 

Evans, Martin E. S/Sgt 17017586 

Evenson, Lester H. Sgt 19005766 

Feickeit, Robert H. Sgt 37299857 

Felde, John F. Sgt 16049396 

Feller, David Cpl  32536821 

Filardo, John J.  Pfc  32711435 

Fisher, Vincent G. Cpl 15083473 

Foess, Arnold F. Pfc 16149796 

Frappier, Rene T. Sgt 31084737 

Frigon, Edmond L. Cpl  38110430 

Frosty Harold F. Pfc 35612313 

Frost, Mervin P. S/Sgt 32316519 

Fuller, Thelmer D. S/Sgt 39234064 

Galyon, Lawrence P. S/Sgt 14072135 

Gannon, James S. M/Sgt 17016530 

Gannon, Kennth G. Cpl 35541215 

Gardner, Charles H. Sgt 34268464 

Garrett, Earl C. Cpl 39453467 

Garrett, Morris E. S/Sgt 17027214 

Gehl, Frederick J. Sgt 33087608 



 

38th Bomb Sq (38th Bomb Sq (H) Order No. 29, dtd 20 May 1944 cont’d. 

Geiger, Clarence H. Sgt 13011469 

Gibbs, Charles F. Pfc 39098301 

Gilchrist, George R, Sgt 38269435 

Giordano, Rocco P. S/Sgt 32625955 

Goeppinger, Fred R. M/Sgt 17021362 

Goldstein, Harry Sgt 33323670 

Googoo, Nathan Pvt 39038854 

Gordky, Edward H. Cpl 12030874 

Graham, Franklin P. Cpl 6913567 

Graham, Scott W. Jr. Sgt 33087578 

Green, Harden Sgt 33088488 

Green, Charles E. T/Sgt 34286346 

Hacker, Richard E. Sgt 33236040 

Hail, John W. Sgt 35563469 

Haley, John E. Pvt 39560521 

Hamilton, Dale E. Sgt 33402845 

Hansen, Maynard H. Cpl 36406556 

Harkins, Joseph V. T/Sgt 31140715 

Hart, Milton B. Sgt 37197650 

Hartley, Alfred C. Pfc 37437135 

Hayes, William L. Sgt 37433408 

Heavner, Henry L. Cpl 34605268 

Helvig, Robert W. Sgt 36240694 

Hoerle, Robert C. S/Sgt 13031370 

Holmes, Carl T. Jr. Pvt 36437347 

Hotz, Melvin L. M/Sgt 17003888 

Huenecke, Richard H. Pfc 36701872 

Jenkins, Raymond C, Pvt 6964813 

Johnson, Earl R. Pvt 37459580 

Johnson, Ernest 0. Cpl 39696822 

Joselson, Stanley Cpl 12155880 

Keaveney, Edward F. Pfc  31241213 

Keeler, William H. Sgt  33087278 

Kelble, Paul N. Cpl 15200622 

Kessler, Milroy E. Sgt 38415393 

Kinane, William J. T/Sgt 32115081 

Kincaid, Warren V. M/Sgt 39683650 

King, Raby B. T/Sgt 14104424 

Klotz, Joseph R. Sgt 38092620 

Knazovich, Michael T/Sgt 15116294 

Koepp, Edward D. T/Sgt 14023119 

Korobkin, Oscar M/Sgt 36120994 

Krall, Rudolph L. Sgt 35285670 

Kumalae, Clarence Sgt 39231237 

Lagana, Tony S/Sgt 33064601 

Lance, James D. M/Sgt 34286265 

Lander, Phillip N. Sgt 16067410 

Landreaux, Louis H. Pfc  38329183 

Lane, Ethem A. Pvt 19177002 

Larson, John L. Pfc 38320138 

Lester, Paul A. S/Sgt 35370433 

Leaver, Donald D. T/Sgt 34331224 



 

38th Bomb S 38th Bomb Sq (H) Order No. 29, dated 20 May 1944 cont’d. 

Lide, Robert M. Jr. Sgt 14038717 

Lipinski, Alfred C. Cpl 13132240 

Lobmier, William L. Cpl 36633845 

Louie, Herman C.  Sgt 35025482 

Luther, Byrd E.  Sgt 37206725 

Mack, William T.  Cpl 38110474 

Mackey, Roland G. Sgt 39025954 

Magoon, Lauren M. Pvt 36437511 

Mahorney, Stanley Sgt 35267967 

Maier, Stephen W. Cpl 32550154 

Mansell, Arthur C. Sgt 19044300 

Martin, Miller C.  Sgt 38162433 

Masciotra, Harvey A.  Cpl  37348790 

Mashburn, Carl E.  Pvt  38357626 

Matthews, George W.  Sgt  14049034 

May, Seaborn J.  M/Sgt  
38132611 

McAndrew, Michael W.  Sgt  13099183 

McCalister, Roy W.  Sgt 35563155 

McCollum, Raymond W.  Sgt  6224140 

McComb, Louis A.  Cpl  20954751 

McCray, Lonnie A. Sgt  38150537 

McDonald, Wilbur J. Pvt 37433342 

McGarry, Robert L. Sgt 35400498 

McGowan, Tom F. Cpl 38159638 

McKeldrey, Joe T. M/Sgt 14048133 

McKeown, James A. Cpl 13127732 

McNally, Sylvester T. Pfc 38436248 

McNeil, John D. Sgt 36171751 

McInelly, Avery E. S/Sgt  19116489 

Melton, Clifton J.  S/Sgt  34208399 

Mendiburo, Joaquin A. Pfc  34407130 

Merritt, John T. Cpl  13144452 

Meyer, Irvin A. Sgt 34128851 

Miller, Andrew Jr. Pfc 36657206 

Miller, Earl R. Cpl 33344064 

Mirandi, Michael A. Cpl 12158899 

Mittaly, Joe T.  Cpl 31195807 

Morrison, Woodrow H. Sgt 14046606 

Mousley, Gene E. Cpl 39178385 

Mrozowski, Leonard S. Sgt 33088303 

Mueller, Frederic W. S/Sgt  36223413 

Munroe, Edward L. Pvt  31296093 

Myer, Glenn R.  Pvt  17122950 

Nagel, Emil A. T/Sgt 39839804 

Neider, Abraham  Pfc 32834132 

Newman, Clifford R.  Sgt  18030983 

Neilsen, Elden F.  S/Sgt  19171541 

Norman, Charles A.  Pvt  31202958 

Oakes, John R. Sgt 14042768 

O’Donnell, Thomas L.  Cpl 36432082 

Ott, William V. Jr. Cpl 32518661 

Pailhe, Alfred N. S/Sgt 39840084 



 

38th Bomb Sq (H), Order No. 29, dtd 20 May 1944 cont’d. 

Palnateer, Chancy A. Cpl 36531218 

Papson, John J. Cpl 32209345 

Parente, Thomas Pfc 12182279 

Patrick, Elmer R Cpl 37409315 

Pease, Clifton O.   Pfc 31222430 

Pellegrino, Paul J. Pfc 31314373 

Pennypacker, Melvin T.  Cpl 33187367 

Perez, Paul R. Col 38249945 

Phears, Dean  Cpl 36068280 

Pollack, Sidney Pvt 32425518 

Polonski, Stanley M.  Cpl 31191158 

Poole, Jacob B. Pvt 33562015 

Poppe, Carl J.  S/Sgt 17017877 

Porter, Charles R. Jr.       Cpl 11101475 

Powell, Phillip J. Cpl 36164740 

Pratt, John J. Jr. Cpl 33064729 

Prudden, George C.  Pvt 32568636 

Rabil, Mitchell F. Pfc 34314817 

Raiter, Joseph P. Pvt 15103620 

Ramey, Robert A. Pvt 37665187 

Reed, Charles R.  Cpl 17070151 

Reese, Arnold  Pfc 33408903 

Rhodes, Roy O. T/Sgt 33254441 

Richards, Hubert C Cpl 38160192 

Riga, Joseph A. Sgt  14044146 

Robbins, Frank M. Sgt 34268487 

Rosenbaum, Joseph Sgt 33372335 

Ross, John A. Pfc 39037506 

Sanders, Dari F.   Pvt 35604089 

Sanders, William E. Cpl 17127020 

Saunders, William A. Cpl 38252874 

Serena, Joseph M. T/Sgt 39247482 

Sharp, Leslie R. Jr. T/Sgt 35452281 

Sherrill, Harold J Pfc 36701932 

Shields, Andy L. M/Sgt 14049074 

Singer, Richard W Sgt 34266773 

Siegel, Harry S/Sgt 16110754 

Skinner, Robert F. S/Sgt 12129505 

Slavinski, Frank J. Cpl 35411816 

Small, Burt C. S/Sgt 33353673 

Smay, Charles H.  M/Sgt 19017327 

Smith, Paul A.  Pfc 13089901 

Smith, William E.  Sgt 36264695 

Sontowski, Frank B.  Sgt 14044058 

Spaeth, Robert E. Pfc 36731560 

Sparrow, William Pvt 32781834 

Runyon, Kenneth R Cpl 12078531 

 Spatcher, David J. Jr. Sgt 31171729 

Spector, Morris L. Cpl 12079103 

Spehar, Joseph C Cpl 15323610 

Sperry, Wallace A. Sgt 39187006 

Spitzer, Edward J. Cpl 32455924 



 

LOUIS J. LAMM 

Captain, Air Corps, 

Acting Commander. 

38th Bomb Sq (H), Order No. 29, dtd 20 May 1944 cont’d. 

Stallworth, Levi P. Cpl 19121991 

Staples, Beckham Pfc 35666999 

Stehlin, Howard L. Pvt 15112155 

Stemen, Everett L. Sgt 15374253 

Stewart, Refes R. Sgt 14039500 

Stogsdill, Charley Pvt 39282349 

Storm, Homa E.  Sgt 18129274 

Storment, Tony C. Pfc  19122292 

Swanson, Leon V. Cpl  37305355 

Tanner, Arthur R. T/Sgt  6833301 

Taylor, George K. Sgt 13032414 

Taylor, Robert T. Sgt 34273543 

Temple, Bernard B Sgt 39229152 

Todd, Ernest F. Pvt 14044219 

Tolliver, Donald F. Sgt 36067686 

Tompkins, Ray G. Sgt 37316664 

Trim, Clifton S. Cpl 36275191 

Underwood, Obia V. Sgt 14047888 

Unger, Kenneth H. S/Sgt 13027372 

Valente, Raymond C. Cpl 19135735 

Vales, John W. Pvt 33593623 

Vallat, Vincent L. Cpl 16070367 

Vanderzanden, Aloysius R. S/Sgt 39386146 

Vaughn, Joe V. Sgt 34266857 

Vogel, Norman Pvt 12026171 

Wagner, Cecil B.  S/Sgt 33087644 

Wahl, Andrew E. Jr. Cpl 13129056 

Wahl, Raymond R.  Pvt 12188405 

Waid, Frank L.  Cpl 33209473 

Wallis, John B. Jr. Sgt 14038811 

Wangro, Leonard Sgt 32886419 

Watson, Donald G. Sgt 39022659 

Weese, Arnold Cpl 39379396 

Welsh, John E. Cpl 39691220 

Werth, Richard L, S/Sgt 19077667 

Whitted, Phillip L. Cpl 13031987 

Weigert, Ernest W. Cpl 36350699 

Williams, Leslie C. Sgt 39091511 

Wokral, Karl J. T/Sgt 
36184271 

Wolf. Albert H. T/Sgt 
33242679 

Woodcock, Martin E. Cpl 
37057635 

Wurpel, John N. Sgt 
12131952 

Yurista, Steve Sgt 
37167053 

Zabiegalski, Benjamin J. Sgt 
33088717 



 

 
Organizational History, 38th Bombardment Squadron (H), 30th Bombardment Group (H), VII Bomber 

Command, Seventh Air Force. 

1 May 1944 - 31 May 1944 

Narrative: 

Ten (10) combat missions were completed during the month of May; two (2) were incomplete. On 

mission to Wake Island, May 12th, clouds completely obscured the target and after searching for 

over an hour without success the airplanes returned to base. On May 18th our airplanes went to 

Eniwetok, staging base for a mission against Truk Islands. Weather conditions remained impassable 

for two days and the mission was finally cancelled. Airplanes returned to the home base on May 

20th. On the ten (10) completed missions 180 tons of bombs were dropped with estimated 70% falling 

on land. Total distance flown was 22,420 statute miles, (including abortive missions). 

Truk Island was attacked on two night missions, May 2nd and 6th. Twelve search lights were 

reported, but ack ack was meager and inaccurate. Two night fighters, and a few phosphorus bombs, 

were seen. Our airplanes and crews returned without loss or damage. 

Ponape Island was the target for a daylight raid on May 4th. Ack ack was very inaccurate and no 

interception was encountered. 

During the following week a concerted attempt was made to improve bombing accuracy of our crews. 

Four (4) study classes were held for officers, emphasizing cooperation between pilot and 

bombardier, aids the navigator can give the bombardier, and short-cuts. Practice missions were 

flown over Ashbury Island north of Kwajalein, 10 x 100 lb bombs were dropped. 

Maloelap, Jaluit and Wotje atolls were bombed on May 13th, 14th and 21st. These missions served as 

practice strikes for our crews. Individual bomb runs were made, and two bomb runs were made over 

Wotje. On the Wotje raid (May 21st) the squadron dropped their first 2000 lb bombs - one airplane 

carried 4 x 2000 pounders. 

On May 28th five squadron airplanes, along with nine airplanes of the 27th squadron, escorted a 

Navy Photo-Reconnaissance mission over Guam Island. The mission was staged from Eniwetok with 

airplanes landing at Los Negros Island in the Admiralty Group. On this mission interception was 

encountered for about twenty minutes from twelve to fourteen Zekes. A few phosphorus bombs were 

dropped and about fourteen passes were made at our airplanes. This was the first real interception 

our new combat crews had experienced. On return from Los Negros our planes bombed Ponape Island 

(May 30), and then encountered a severe storm front before reaching Kwajalein. One airplane flew 

from Ponape to Eniwetok to pick up ground crew personnel who had accompanied our planes to the 

staging base. 

On May 28th other squadron planes completed a successful mission against Ponape Island. 
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38th Bomb Sq (H) May 1944 

Narrative (Cont’d) 

On May 31st Wake Island was attacked by six of our airplanes, each carrying 3 x 2000 lb bombs. 

This marked the first attempt to use ”air-burst” fuses; approximately 46% of the bombs exploded in 

air. About seventy-five bursts of ack ack were reported. Two airplanes received small holes in the 

tail section. There was no injury to personnel throughout the month. 

(See Exhibit I, Mission Reports) 

Photographs were taken on seven (7) daylight missions. 
(See Exhibit II, target photos) 

One airplane was assigned to the squadron on May 16th, replacement for airplane lost during April, 

and bringing the total to twelve again. 

During the month the Armament section converted the tail section of our B-24’s by installing 

flexible guns in place of the Consolidated tail turrets. On May 2nd and again on May 8th, 

engineering personnel and engines were flown to Eniwetok in order to make an emergency engine 

change on airplanes returning to that staging base from combat missions.(Army facilities for engine 

change are not available at Eniwetok.) 

About May 12th a 7th Air Force photographer took movies of four (4) maintenance devices improvised 

by members of the Engineering section in order to expedite their maintenance work. These gadgets 

were: a tire tool for removal of 51” tire from wheel, hydraulic test stand, electrical tester for 

aircraft, and a maintenance stand to be placed in the airplane. 

Between May 12th and 26th modification of oil tank sumps was accomplished according to T.O. This 

required the pulling of all oil tanks from engine nacelles and re-routing of oil lines. This change 

was made on 48 engines without sacrifice of combat time. ( An average of 3.6 oil tank sumps per day 

for 14 days.) 

Considerable rainy weather was encountered during the month, causing new problems for the 

Communications section. The VHF set, being very susceptable to rain, became detuned frequently. A 

coating of shellac was placed around the gasket of the DC-11 crystals and the AN-74 and AN-104 

antennas were water- proofed. Effectiveness of the work has not yet been proven by time. Resource- 

fulness of the Communications section made corrections and improvements on two other pieces of 

equipment while U.R. reports were being forwarded. The section received commendation for efficiency 

from the Group Commander, following the Squadron Communications Inspection Report of May 27th. 

Advanced search type radar equipment was received and installed as a bench set in the Radar 

section. Both combat and maintenance person el are familiarizing themselves with the new equipment. 

Radar logs were installed in the airplanes, simplifying the reporting of malfunctions and improving 

maintenance check-ups. 

Lt Dodds and Crew joined the squadron during the month (assigned in April) Two Co-pilots Lts Baker 

and Hodge, and one Navigator, Lt Pitzer, were assigned to the squadron 
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38th Bomb Sq (H) May 1944 

Narrative:(Cont’d) 

Lt Gabriel Martin and Crew completed 30 missions on May 31st. T/Sgt J.V. Harkins and S/Sgt H. 

Siegal finished during the month. One radio operator was grounded. ( See Exhibit III, Combat 

Crews) 

Two (2) enlisted men from the Radar section returned to Hickam Field to take a month’s course in 

advanced Radar. One (1) man from the Communications section returned to attend a Radio refresher 

course, and Gunnery School. 

Two combat crews (Lt Chambers and St Clair), three Officers, and fourteen enlisted men returned to 

Hawaii for a ten day rest period during the month. 

S/Sgt Morris E. Garrett became Section Head in the Operations Office, replacing S/Sgt Ferguson 

transferred to Group Headquarters. T/Sgt Karl H. Wokral became Section Head in the Communications 

Section, replacing M/Sgt Cass, transferred to 819th Bomb Dq (H). 

Lt Dale Romig was appointed Ass’t Operations Officer, relieving Lt Chambers. 

Four photographers on combat flying pay were authorized to wear the Aviation Badge ”Air Crew 

Member” on May 26th. These photographers are: T/Sgt Arthur Tanner, Sgt Samuel Bonfilio, Sgt Bernard 

Temple and Cpl Kenneth Gannon. 

On May 19th, noon, change was made to East longitude date and Kwajalein time. Watches were advanced 

23 hours. 

During the month of May sufficient wooden barracks were completed in the ground area so that all 

officers and combat crew members were able to enjoy the additional comforts of barracks rather than 

tent housing. Additional barracks for all. ground crew personnel are near completion. The return of 

combat personnel to the squadron area is proving entirely satisfactory. 

Considerable trouble has been encountered in trying to furnish 110 volt power to the maintenance 

sections of the "line” and in the living area. This is due to inadequate power authorized the 

squadron. A 7 1/2 KVA Power Unit was borrowed from the 87th Airdrome Sq to light the living area, 

however this is a temporary loan. Request has been made for a 15 KW power unit. 

Special Service activities for the month included opening a Day Room for enlisted men at one end of 

the mess hall. The library was moved to the new Day Room and an enlisted man placed in charge of 

it. An Officer’s Club was opened in one end of the officer’s barracks. Pin-up decorations were 

designed Lt Romig (Pilot) and Lt Spanke (S-2), Col Miller, Group Commander, attended the "Official 

Opening.” The movie theater was moved to accomodate larger crowds and the schedule stepped up to a 

nightly basis. A larger number of “new” pictures appeared. P.X. sales rose to $4,850.00 for the 

month, indicat- ing a substantial increase in coca cola and beer for the squadron. With these 

improvements, and the establishment of a policy by which ground crew personnel could return to 

Hawaii for a ten day rest leave, morale climbed noticably. By month’s end two volley ball courts 

had been set up in the barracks area. 
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38th Bomb Sq (H) May 1944 

Narrative: Coat’d 

A keen interest in officer’s athletics resulted when teams of pilots, co-pilots, navigators, and 
bombardiers, and ground crew officers competed in volleyball. Thus far the pilots are well in the 
lead. In soft-ball, the officer’s team is unbeaten, having defeated the 392nd squadron, the combat 
enlisted men, and teams in the soft-ball league. 

Mess continued much the same as for the past month; ”C” rations predominated. ”A” rations appeared 

once in three or four days, fresh meats were always in very limited quantity. Some fresh fruit was 

available. Weiners, once voted the popular G.I. meat, fell in popularity with constant use. A few 

food supplies, not issued by the Q.M., were brought from Hawaii when men returned from rest leave. 

The mess Reefer Box went out of commission and it was impossible to get repairs or replacement. One 

change was made in the mess building; a ventilation hole was cut through the roof over the kitchen. 

Inspection report from Bomber Command has commended the squadron on the condition of the mess, 

showers and latrines. Urinals have been screened in because nurses were expected to arrive for duty 

at the hospital about June 1st. 

During the month of May no comabt members were hospitalized, or injured in combat. Four ground crew 

members were hospitalized. S/Sgt Richard Werth, NCO in charge of the Medical Section was granted an 

emergency furlough because of the serious illness of his mother. Sergeant Hamilton took over Sgt 

Werth’s duties. 

Medical record for the period since arrival in a forward area is as follows 

Month Admission to Hospital Killed Missing in action 

Nov 5 0 9 
Dec 6 1 0 

Jan 5 17 0 

Feb 22 0 0 

Mar 10 0 0 

Apr 
2 0 

 11 
May 4        

0 
           0 



 

 

 



 

 
 

Organisational History, 38th Bombardment Squadron (H), 30th 
Bombardment 

Group (H), VII Bomber Command, Seventh Air Force. 
                         1 June 1944 - 30 June 1944 

1. Organization: 

 Negative 

2. Strength: 

    62 Officers: 

     1 WO (jg): 
   360 Enlisted Men: 

3. Date of arrival and departure from each station occupied in 

this theater: 

Negative: 

 Negative: 
4. Losses: 

 Negative: 

5. Awards and decorations: 

 The following men were awarded the Air Medal: 

2nd Lt. Runge, John A. 0681780 

2nd Lt. Malloy, John J. 0739039 

2nd Lt. Simms, William M. 0681502 

2nd Lt. Dempster, Robert A. 0813479 

2nd Lt. Smith, Richard M. 0692346 

2nd Lt. Robb, John L. 0692722 

2nd Lt. Pitzer, George D. 0683861 

2nd Lt. Massey, Holman C. 0663763 

2nd Lt. Craig, Leroy R. 0762459 

2nd Lt. Rodgers, John J. 0688467 

2nd Lt. Gelinas, Richard J. 0752330 

2nd Lt. Dodd, Frederick, D. 0685297 

2nd Lt. Miller, Howard G. 0696708 
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Organizational History, 38th Bombardment Squadron (H) (cont’d) 

2nd Lt 

2nd Lt 

T/Sgt 

T/Sgt 

S/Sgt 

S/Sgt 

S/Sgt 

S/Sgt 

S/Sgt 

S/Sgt 

S/Sgt 

S/Sgt 

S/Sgt 

Sgt 

Sgt 

Sgt 

Sgt 

Sgt 

Sgt 

Sgt 

Sgt 

Sgt 

Sgt 

Sgt 

Cpl 

Cpl 

Cpl 

Pfc 

Pfc 

Swenson, Iver R,     O-692091 

McBride, Richard E,  O-747599 

George, Jerome M, Jr  34386123 

Andrews, Otis L.      16169817 

Raginsky, Jerome      12158222 

Denson,Thomas W, Jr   34571557 

Tipson, Harold M      6121792 

Broziak, Phillip A.   12136565 

Leland, Warrm R.      11116615 

Gardner, Marvin M.    32244033 

Williams, Ralph F.    34439189 

Williams. Richard L.  35371028 

 De Puma, Julio 

Barbender, Rene W, 

Wilson, William H. 

Sisko, Martin 

Bodi, Steve 

Domer, Rofeer W, 

Paysnick, Hyman F, 

Wason, Austin B. 

Hunnicutt, David E, 

Kopp, William L, 

Mullen, John H. 

Kinnaman, John W, 1 

McGee, Robert L, 

Thompson, George E, 

Butler, Clyde A, 

Riker, William J. 

Price, John E. 

32690405 

13135107 

35473322 

12154650 

16050797 

16131625 

31164511 

11113721 

16075390 

12201799 

33578593 

20522891 

6928033 

19021103 

18217678 

32557845 

34297074 

The following men were awarded the Air Medal and 1st 

Oak Leaf Cluster to the Air Medal: 

2nd Lt, Romig, Dale V, 

2nd Lt. Maybury, George W, 

O-745942 

O-813750 

2nd Lt. Matcovich, Phillip  A.0692046 

2nd Lt. Wong, William J, O-753101 

2nd Lt. Mourtsen, Peter C. O-747300 

2nd Lt. Haubert, William G, O-699421 

2nd Lt. Reed, Grady M. Jr.  

Sgt     Head, William E  

Sgt Frahlick, Francis S 

Sgt Kester, John W. 

Sgt Whitlock, Paul V. 

Sgt Dearing, Harry C. 

Sgt Gagne, Raymond A. 

Sgt Felski, Paul Jr. 

Sgt Cohen, Stanley S. 

O-685022 

35686198 

37242062 

37342126 
13035590 
35669606 

   11122384 

   31265623 

   32610875 
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Organizational History, 38th Bombardment Squadron (H) (cont’d) 

2nd Lt. Brewster, Stanley C.          O-689130 

2nd Lt. Rea, Jack E.            O-813581 

S/Sgt   Youngross, Dominic M.         15015055 

Sgt  Urbanski, John J.            12207180 

Sgt  White, Francis G.            14157463 

Sgt  Davidson, Jack V.            37507337 

Sgt  Van Nortwick, Robert M.       32370154 

Pfc  Howe, Claude W.            12133896 

The 1st Oak Leaf Cluster to the Air Medal and the Distinguished 

Flying Cross were awarded to: 

Sgt      Temple, Bernard B.        39229172 

S/Sgt       Mueller, Frederic W.      36223413 

The Air Medal, 1st Oak Leaf Cluster, and the Distinguished 

Flying Cross were presented to: 

Capt Buchanan, Melvin 

T. 

O-669187 

1st 

Lt. 

Smith, Sherman R. O-1181765 

2nd 

Lt. 

St Clair, Eugene 

C. 
O-684909 

2nd 

Lt. 

Owen, Richard O-688097 

2nd 

Lt. 

Jones, Normand F. O-737586 

2nd 

Lt. 

Green, Wayne J. O-761334 

2nd 

Lt« 

Chambers, James 

D. 

O-641863 

2nd 

Lt. 

Laliberte, Robert 

C. 

O-689065 

2nd 

Lt. 

Ignatowski, Alvin 

F. 

O-809616 

2nd 

Lt. 

Wogoman, Donald 

D. 

O-751695 

2nd 

Lt. 

Martin, Robert G. O-745920 

2nd 

Lt. 

Woolwine, Raymond 

C. 

O-691847 

The Distinguished Flying Cross was presented to: 

 

Major Thompson, Thomas E. O-421140 

T/Sgt Tanner, Arthur R. 6833801 

The Distinguished Flying Cross and the 3rd Oak Leaf Cluster to 

the Air Medal were presented to: 

Capt   Lamm, Louis J.       O-724440 

The Air Medal, 1st and 2nd Oak Leaf Cluster to the Air Medal 

And the Distinguished Flying Cross Were presented to: 

1st Lt. Harrell, Warren R.  O-736856 

The Distinguished Flying Cross, 2nd and 3rd Oak Leaf Cluster to 

the Air Medal and the 1st Oak Leaf Cluster to the Distinguished 

Flying Cross were awarded to: 

1st Lt. Davis, Woodrow W.    O-742303 
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SECRET 

OrganOrganizational History, 38th Bombardment Squadron (H) (cont'd) 

The 2nd and 3rd Oak Leaf Clusters to the Air Medal and the 

1st Oak Leaf Cluster to the Distinguished Flying Cross were 

presented to: 

Capt Parks, Keith C.         O-740900 

1st Lt. Kleinhelder, Robert W.         O-740702 

1st Lt. Kalkman, Cyril H.         O-741409 

1st Lt. Petroff, Victor         O-743269 

T/Sgt Green, Charles E.       34286568 

T/Sgt Serena, Joseph M.       35452281 

S/Sgt Downs, John A.       20223350 

S/Sgt Poppe, Carl J.          17017877 

S/Sgt Seigel, Harry          12129505 

The 2nd and 3rd Oak Leaf Clusters to the Air Medal were presented to: 

1st Lt. Feely, Raymond A. O-795621 

1st Lt. Bates, Fletcher G. O-676723 

1st Lt. Shukle, Louis A. O-671121 

1st Lt. Fere John, John W. O-684146 

T/Sgt Leaver, Donald D. 34331224 

T/Sgt Wolf, Albert H. 33242679 

S/Sgt Galyon, Lawrence E, 14072135 

S/Sgt Mclnelly, Avery C. 19116489 

S/Sgt Frost, Mervin P. 32316519 

Cpl Vogel, Norman 12026171 

The Air Medal, 1st Oak Leaf Cluster to the Air Medal and the 

Distinguished Flying Cross were presented to:  

   S/Sgt McGowan, Thomas E. 18225874 

T/Sgt McCoy, Lee 33113633 

T/Sgt Cote, Lee 31197423 

S/Sgt Krause, William H. 13157942 

S/Sgt Lively, James C. 15332614 

S/Sgt Moore, Bruce I. 18125292 

S/Sgt Morelli, Maurice D. 32562473 

S/Sgt Pizzuto, Victor E, 32662540 

  

The Air Medal and the 1st Oak Leaf 

were presented to: 

S/Sgt Miller, Guy V,  

S/Sgt Rhynard, Lester C. 

Cluster to the Air Medal 

25527956 

15225986 

S/Sgt Genovese, Joseph H. 32371028 also presented DFC 

T/Sgt Eaton, Lawrence G, 

The Purple Heart was presented to: 

Cpl Vogel, Norman 

38191688 

12026171 

also presented DFC 

SECRET 



 

S E C R E T 

Organizational History, 38th Bombardment Squadron, (cont’d) 

Citations for the above awards are as follows: 

For the Air Medal and Oak Leaf Clusters to the Air Medal: 

For achievement in flight with distinction above 

and beyond that normally expected. Each as a crew 

member of a bombardment type aircraft, participated 

in strike sorties against the enemy, displaying 

high professional skill, courage, and devotion to 

duty which reflected great credit upon himself and 

the Army Air Forces. 
Citation for the Distinguished Flying Cross and bronze Oak 

Leaf Cluster to the D.F.C. 

For extraordinary achievement while participating in 

aerial flights as a crew member of heavy bombardment 

type aircraft, in strike sorties against the enemy, dis-

playing high professional skill, courage, and devotion 

to duty which reflected great credit to himself and the 

Army Air Forces. 

Citation for the award of the Purple Heart: 

For wounds received as a result of enemy action during 

operations in the Central Pacific Area, 4 January 1944. 
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SECRET 

Organizational History, 38th Bombardment Squadron (H), 30th 

Bombardment Group (H), VII Bomber Command, Seventh Air Force# 

1 June 1944 - 30 June 1944 

Narrative: 

During the month of June, six (6) combat missions were 

completed by the 38th Bombardment Squadron (H), dropping a 
total of 115 tons of bombs with eighty-six (86) % accuracy. 
Two (2) of our airplanes with the 27th Bombardment Squadron 
(H), on 17 June, dropped six (6) tons of bombs on Ponape 
Island with unobserved results. One (1) of our planes flying 
with another squadron on 19 June, dropped three (3) tons of 
bombs on Moen Island, Truk Islands with unobserved results. 

Truk Islands were the targets for all the missions this month. 
Three (3) of the missions were during the night hours and 

three (3) were daylight strikes. 

Ponape Island was the target for four (4) of our airplanes, 
one of which did not reach Truk and three (3) others were 
attached to other squadrons. 

One (1) mission was delayed for twenty-four (24) hours due to 
bad weather on 10 June. 

(See mission reports()Exhibit #I) 

On the three (3) daylight missions over Truk, interception was 
encountered causing superficial damage to a few of our 
airplanes# 

(For complete information, see interception 

reports) (EXHIBIT # I) 

On 18 June, airplane $ 42-72971 had engine failure over the 

target. The prop could not be feathered thus breaking the prop 
shaft and causing the prop to windmill. All loose equipment 

was jettisoned and the plane returned safely to Eniwetok with 

only eighty (80) gallons of gasoline left in the tanks# The 
airplane was later flown to H«A.D. for refitting. 

On 12 June, airplane # 42-72966 was damaged at Eniwetok while 
parking. This airplane had just returned from a mission to 

Truk. The pilot, following parking instructions of airdrome 

personnel, taxied his airplane forward and the right wheel 
passed over a board covered hole and broke through, allowing 

the right wing to hit the ground causing major damage to the 
airplane. The airplane was turned over the 87th Airdrome 

Squadron for salvage. 

From the time overseas operations started on 24 October 1943 

until 30 June,1944, 1,760,642 gallons of aviation gasoline was 

used by our airplanes. This is enough gasoline for the average 

passenger doing an average of fifteen (15) miles per gallon to 

travel around the world 1,056 and a half times. 
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SECRET 

Organizational History, 38th Bombardment Squadron (H) (cont’d) 

Narrative: cont’d 

The engineering section made four (4) engine changes during the 
month. Two (2) of the engines were changed at Eniwetok which 
necessitated sending ground personnel from the engineering 
section to Eniwetok. 

Eight (8) failures on rudder spars were detected on our 
airplanes and the engineering section with the aid of the local 
Sub-depot made repairs in a minimum of time. 

Twenty-two (22) enlisted men of the various sections of the 
ground echelon were placed on flying status during*the month. 

These men are required to travel back and forth with the flight 

echelon when missions are staged through Eniwetok. 

This month, the T56 Air Burst fuze was again used. This fuse is 
set for time delay and actuates the demolition bomb so to have 
it explode above the surface of the ground. The concussion is 
sufficient to kill any living person in the deepest fox-hole. 
The use of this fuze allowed the Ordnance section to gain 
valuable experience, not only for the performance of ordnance 
services expected in the future, but also added information for 
instructional and general informational purposes. 

The ordnance section completed modifications on the bomb 

service trailer. Up to June, extensive damage and wear had been 

experienced by the two front pivoting tires of the trailer. The 

trouble was caused when foreign matter became wedged between 

the tires. After modification, any foreign matter which becomes 

lodged between the tires is automatically ejected by the action 
of a band spring made of captured Japanese material which is 
clamped on the armature of the caster. 

On 4 June 1944, the communication section used a new type 

direction finder tone switch experimentally on aircraft serial 

no. 42-100282 during a flight from Kwajalein to Eniwetok. Tone 

was heard on ”dog” channel of VHP command set for approximately 

40 minutes after departure from Kwajalein. The SCR-399 radio 
set and PE-05 power unit, mounted on a 2-ton truck, were 

received this month. Everything was received in good condition 
except the PE-95 power unit which needed an overhaul and was 

accomplished by the Engineering section. The check on 

waterproofing of crystals for the SCR-522 VHP command set was 
continued during the month. The communications section received 

a satisfactory inspection report from the Seventh Air Force. 

The barracks for enlisted men were wired during the month and 

power was obtained by the use of PE-95 power units and later a 

30 KY generator was received and was used jointly by two 

squadrons. After operation for a period of two days the 

generator motor became defective and the PE-95’s were again 

placed in operation until such time as the 30KA unit is 

repaired. 
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Organizational History, 38th Bombardment Squadron (H) (cont’d) 

 

Narrative: oont’d 

The recent installation of the zero to forty thousand foot 
absolute altimeter, by the Radar section, has proven to be a 
definite aid to the bombardiers. This altimeter gives an 
absolute altitude reading, with a maximum error of only a few 
feet regardless of the terrain. In recent raids, our present 
type of radar, in the hands of a capable operator, has proven 
its value. No unusual troubles developed in our radar sets, 
except those caused by atmospheric conditions. The extreme 
humidity causes corrosion, corona discharge voltage breakdown, 
etc. The training of specialists in advanced radar equipment 
nears completion. The remainder of the radar personnel are 
attending the Seventh Air Force communications school. 

A new airplane was received this month which was equipped for 
radar bombing. Due to the plexiglass dome, which protects the 

spinner, being broken, the airplane has not as yet been tried 

by our squadron in combat. 

The food for this month has been the worst that has been 
received since our arrival in the combat theatre# With the 
exception of the last few days, our diet has consisted of 
mostly ”C” rations. Lack of fresh fruit, vegetables and meats 
was very apparent. 

During the month, stool examinations were made on all food 
handlers. Three (3) food handlers were found to be dysentery 
carriers and were promptly hospitalized until successive stool 
cultures were negative. These three (3) men plus another cook 
were in the hospital for three (3) weeks, and after release 
from the hospital they were not allowed to work for another 
three (3) weeks. The loss of these men has put a greater tax on 
the KP’s and non-skilled personnel of the kitchen. Cooking 
school classes were attended twice a day at the Kwajalein 
Cooking School for two (2) days by our kitchen personnel. 

Crews returning from Eniwetok and personnel returning from the 

Hickam Rest Camp, noticed the presence of bed-bugs. As a result 

a bed-bug campaign was started with the use of Methyl Bromide 

ampoules, Serbian barrel, and Insecticide spray was promptly 

initiated in the combat crew barracks, and the bed-bug problem 

is no more — we hope. 

Personnel of the Medical section were called upon to help 

unload patients from the hospital ship. They worked day and 

night on two (2) twelve 512) hour shifts. The following 

commendations were received: Quote from Commander Marshall’s 

Sub Area. 

” A WELL DONE TO YOU AND ALL CONCERNED FOR YOUR 

OUTSTANDING PERFORMANCE IN UNLOADING AND STRANSPORTING TO 

HOSPITAL, PATIENTS FROM HOSPITAL SHIP AT RATE OF FOUR (4) 

PER MINUTE" 

Another quote: "The Island Commander desires to thank, in the 

name of all battle casualties cleared through this station, all 

persons who, by their fine performance of duty, contributed to 

the excellent record noted above. Let us all, by continued good 

work improve and enhance the stations  
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Organizational History, 38th Bombardment Squadron (H) (cont’d) 

Narrative: cont’d 

Reputation for expedious and efficient care of our sick and wounded”. 

After considerable delay, a new reefer box was received to replace the one 

now in our possession which has not been in operation since our arrival at 

Kwajalein. 

With the exception of minor insufficiencies, the squadron has been better 

supplied than ever before. Building materials have been difficult to obtain 

due to strict Island control of all Corps of Engineers property. It has been 

almost impossible to obtain paint, but the need for it has never been acute. 

Due to expert screening of all requisitions by higher authority, the island 

has maintained adequate supplies of most critical items. Combat personnel of 

the squadron received a shipment of Air Mattresses. These with the cotton 

mattresses already on hand provide adequate bedding for all combat personnel. 

The squadron has repaired and rebuilt most of the packing boxes necessary for 

packing equipment for our future move. All additional boxes are being built 

by our service unit. 

The Consolidated tail turret has been removed from all of our airplanes 

except one (1), and twin 50 cal stingers were installed in their stead. Three 

(3) armorers were accepted for combat crew training as armorer gunners. They 

were placed on DS with the VII Bomber Command and sent to the Seventh Air 

Force’s gunnery school. Also three (3) other men were placed on temporary 

duty with the Armament Section to learn armament work prior to entering the 

Seventh Air Force gunnery school. 

The Transportation Section reports that our vehicles have been driven 109,881 

miles and have used 11,662 gallons of gasoline since our arrival in the 

Central Pacific Area. 

PX sales for the month amounted to $ 3,464.92 with the usual sales of beer 

and coke and other commodities. 

During the month of June 26 officers and 98 enlisted men, both combat 

and ground personnel enjoyed two (2) week vacations in the Hawaiian 

Islands. 

A new system for delivering the news to the squadron personnel was put into 

effect this month. The news summaries were compiled by the Intelligence 

Section and were broadcast in the movie area prior to the showing of the 

evening’s movie. 

Captain Parks and Lt. Martins crews plus Lt. Petroff and Sgt Vogel, finished 

their thirty (30) missions and were relieved for a leave in the states. Sgt. 

Vogel was the last man of our original twelve (12) crews to finish thirty 

(30) missions. 

Two (2) new crews arrived into the squadron this month. They were the 

Lt’s McCann and Christian’s crews. 
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Organizational History, 38th Bombardment Squadron (H) (cont’d) 

Narrative: cont’d 

Captain Louis J. Lamm, our operations officer since 1 September 1943, 

was appointed commanding officer on 26 June 1944, relieving Major Thomas 

E. Thompson who was commanding officer since 1 September 1943. 

The photographic Section has had a busy month with the return of 

daylight bombing. At times it has been difficult to photograph the bomb 

hits due to evasive action and too direct turns away from the target. 

These faults are being remedied after talks to the crews on the reasons 

for not having pictures of their bombs. They are now flying a little 

longer across the target before making their departure and the greater 

majority of the bombs are now being spotted. 

K-24 cameras with the new 20 inch cone were used this month. Its main 

use at present has been to photograph interceptors and phosphourus 

bombs. The interceptors were difficult to photograph due to their high 

speed. 

In about three (3) months of operation under every kind of photographic 

condition, the K-22 camera has proved to be the best type of camera to 

use in heavy bombardment in this theatre. The focal plane shutter works 

very good at all altitudes and all temperatures. It makes much sharper 

negatives than the older type of cameras, especially at the lower alti-

tudes of between 6,000 feet and 12,000 feet. Movement caused by the 

speed of the airplane is much less apparent with the K-22 than with 

other type of aerial cameras. 

Since the arrival of nurses at Kwajalein, every effort was made to have 

them attend an informal party at our officers’ club. Due to the efforts 

of a few people, permission was finally granted and about sixteen (16) 

nurses arrived for the party. Dancing and mixed drinks were the high-

lights of the evening and a buffet lunch climaxed the festivities. It is 

the opinion of the writer that everyone had a very enjoyable time. Since 

the party, many of the officers have enjoyed visits to the nurses 

dayroom and have either taken them to a movie or made a visit to the 

club. More of such parties are planned for the future, and hopes are, 

that they will be as successful as the first. 

Disregarding the food factor, mentioned earlier in the narrative, it is 

surprising to note that morale for the month has been higher than ever 

before. Self initiative among ground and combat crews has been a 

contributing factor towards high morale. The ground crews were rewarded 

for their efforts in keeping the planes in the best of condition 

resulting in very few abortives. The excellent bombing performed during 

the month and the resulting praise for such work is another morale 

factor. Quoted below, is the commendation from the 30th Group Commander. 

“Thru your efforts your crews are showing a high state of training and 

combat efficiency. You and each man of your organization is to be 

congratulated on the performance of such successful missions.” 

 

 



 

  
  

Organizational History, 38th. Bombardment Squadron (H), 30th. Bombardment 

Group (H), VII Bomber Command, Seventh Air Force. 

1 July 1944 - 31 July 1944 

1. Organization: 

Negative. 

 

2. Strength: 

72 Officers 

1 WO 

369 listed Men 

3.Date of arrival and departure from each, station occupied in this     

theatre: 

On the evening of 27th July, six (6) Officers and one hundred 

eighty (180) Enlisted Men boarded ship for movement to APO 244. (See 

attached roster). Remaining squadron personnel moved during August. 

3. Losses: 

Sergeant David J. Spatcher Jr., ASN 31171729 AC, was killed by the 

accidental discharge of a 50 caliber ball turret gun, on 12 July 1944. 

Sergeant Spatcher was a ground-crew mechanic. 

4. Awards and Decorations: 

SOLDIER’S MEDAL: (General Orders No. 96, Hq Seventh Air Force, dated 9 

July 1944). 

Captain LOUIS J. FEVES O-480595, Medical Corps, United States Army, 

for heroism displayed in the Gilbert Islands on 21 January 1944. With 

complete disregard for his own safety, he aided in the rescue of injured 

and recovery of deceased crew members of an airplane that had crashed on 

a heavily mined reef and also gave professional care to those in need. 

This act of heroism by Captain Feves was instrumental in saving the 

lives of the injured men and reflected great credit upon himself and the 

military service. 

Second Lieutenant CARL A SWALBERG O-743636, Air Corps, United 

States Army, for heroism displayed in the Gilbert Islands on 21  

January 1944. With complete disregard for his own safety, he aided in 

the rescue of injured and recovery of deceased crew members of an 

airplane that had crashed on a heavily mined reef. The heroism 
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Organizational History, 38th Bombardment Squadron (H), continued. 

displayed by Lt Swalberg was instrumental in saving the lives of the injured 

men and reflected great credit upon himself and the military service. 

Technical Sergeant RICHARD E. SNEED 20342978, Air Corps, United States 

army, for heroism displayed in the Gilbert Islands on 21 January 1944. With 

complete disregard for his own safety, he aided in the rescue of injured and 

recovery of deceased crew members of an airplane that had crashed on a 

heavily mined reef. The heroism displayed by Sergeant Sneed was instrumental 

in saving the lives of the injured men and reflected great credit upon 

himself and the military service. 

(Lt Swalberg left the squadron shortly after the accident; T/Sgt Sneed 

left the squadron early in May 1944) 

AIR MEDAL 

AWARDS PRESENTED TO COMBAT PERSONNEL 17 July 1944. 

1st Lt Paul W. Barker 0727382 

” ”   Wallace B. Cecil 0669999 

" "   Charles N. Delanoy 0669214 

" "   Glen L. McCann 0535138 

2nd “  Howard L Sherman 0693239 

T/S   James W.  Daniels 14050643 

T/S    Fred L. Rubright 33368831 

T/S    Leonard J. Evans 33072706 

S/S    Dennis H. Edwards 34313779 

S/S    Charles W. Landman 13011926 

S/S    Michael A. Sheehy 32498129 

FIRST OAK LEAF CLUSTER TO AIR MEDAL 

            2nd 

Lt 

Frederick C. Dodd 0685297 

            2nd 

Lt 

Richard E. McBride 0747599 

            2nd 

Lt 

Howard G. Miller 0696708 

            2nd 

Lt 

George D. Pitzer 0683861 

            2nd 

Lt 

Iver R. Swenson 0692091 

             

T/Sgt 

Richard L. Williams 35371038 

             

S/Sgt 

Julio DePuma 32690405 

           S/Sgt Joseph M. Hagan 35303643 

           S/Sgt Donald E. Hunnicutt 16075390 

           S/Sgt John W. Kinnaman 20522891 

   

            Sgt William L. Kopp 12201799 

            Sgt John J. Mullen 33578593 

            Cpl Kenneth G. Gannon 35541215 

   DISTINGUISHED FLYING CROSS 

Capt Robert F. Valentine 0789218 
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Organi Organizational History, 38th Bombardment Squadron (H), continued. 

1st Lt Warren A. Carpenter 1st 
1st  Lt Royce Diener 

0669197 

0665906 

1st Lt Robert G. Straley 0743533 

2nd Lt William G. Hulbert 0699421 

" " George W. Maybury 0813750 

T/S 

S/S 

S/S  

" 

 "  " 

 " 
 " 
 " 
 " 
 " 
 " 
 " 
 " 
Sgt 
 " 
 " 
 " 
 " 
Cpl 
 " 
D.F. C. 

Phillip A. Matchvich      0692046 
William J. Wong 0753101 
John B. Dellinger 14049216 

Frank I. Charimonte 12051567 
Harry C. Dearing 35669606 
Jack V. Davidson 37077337 
Francis G. Frohlich 37242062 
William E. Head 35686198 
John W. Kester 37342126 
Arthur J. Lebeau 16052675 
James C. Robinson 14046685 
Lester C. Rhynard 15335986 
Leon J. Urbanski 12207180 
Robert M. Nav Nortwick 32370154 
Francis G. White 14157463 
Dominio M. Youngross 15015055 
Samel Bonfilio 19077672 
Stanley S. Cohen 32610875 
Paul Felski 31265623 
Raymond A. Gagne 11122384 
Paul V. Whitlock 13035590 
Claude W. Howe 12133896 
John E. Price 34597074 

AND FIRST OLC TO AIR MEDAL: 

2nd Lt Homa C. Massey 0663763 

" " LeRoy R. Craig 0762459 

" " Richard J. Gelinas 0752330 

" " John J. Rogers 0688467 

T/S 

S/S 

" 

Sgt  

 

Marvin M. Gardner  

Steve Bodi  

Roger W. Domer  

Ralph F. Williams  

Hyman Paysnick  

Austin B. Wason 

 

DFC and SECOND OLC TO 

AIR MEDAL 

32244053 

16050797 

16131625 

34439189 

31164511 

11113721 

2nd Lt Stanley C. Brewster 0689130 

 " " Jack E. Rea 0813581 

T/S 

SECOND 

James H. Hedrick 

। OLC TO AIR MEDAL 

34176163 

-3- 

CONFIDENTIAL 

U 



 

 CONFIDENTIAL 

Organizational History, 38th Bombardment Squadron (H), continued. 

Capt.  Melvin T. Buchanan 

1st Lt.Robert G. Martin 

0669186 

0745920 

0691847 

6833801 
2nd 

Lt. 

T/Sgt 

Raymond C. Woolwine 

Arthur R. Tanner 

S/Sgt William H, Krause 13157942 

   " James C. Lively 15332614 

   " Frederick W. Mueller 36223413 

   " Bruce I Moore 18125292 

   " Maurice D, Morelli 32562473 

Sgt Clyde A. Butler 18217678 

SECOND 

. 
AND THIRD OLC TO AIR MEDAL 

1st 

Lt. 
James D. Chambers 0541863 

1st 

Lt. 

Norman F. Jones 0737586 

1st 

Lt. 

Eugene C. St.Clair 0684909 

2nd 

Lt. 

Wayne J. Green 0762332 

   " Alvin F. Ignatowski 0809616 

       

" 

Robert C. Laliberte 0689065 

   " Richard Owen 0688097 

   " Donald D. Wogoman 0751695 

T/Sgt Leo P. Cote 31197423 

  " Lawrence G. Eaton 3819168

8   " Lee McCoy 3311363

3   " Thomas E. McGowan 1822587

4 S/Sgt Joseph H. Genovese 3271610

9 S/Sgt  Victor R. Pizzuto 

FIRST OLC TO D. F, C. 

3266254

0 

1st 

Lt. 
Raymond A. Feely 0795721 

  " John W. Ferejohn 0684146 

   " Louis A. Shukle 0671121 

T/Sgt Albert H. Wolf 3324267

9 S/Sgt Mervin P. Frost 3231651

9   " Lawrence E. Gayion 1407213

5   " Avery C. Mclnelly 1911648

9 

Citation for the award of AIR Medal to men listed above reads as follows: 

—for meritorious achievement in flight. Each as a crew member of a 

bombardment type aircraft, participated in five (5) strike sorties against 

the enemy displaying high professional skill, courage, and devotion to 

duty which reflected great credit upon himself and the Army Air Forces, 

Citation for the award of DISTINGUISHED FLYING CROSS to men listed above 

reads as follows: For extraordinary heroism in combat evidencing voluntary 

action above and beyond that normally expected. Each, as a crew member of 

a bombardment type aircraft, participated in fifteen (15) strike sorties 

against the enemy, displaying high professional skill, courage, and 

devotion to duty which 
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Organizational History, 38th Bombardment Squadron (H), continued. 

reflected great credit upon himself and the Army Air Forces. 

AWARD OF DISTINGUISHED FLYING CROSS: (General orders No. 101, 

Headquarters Seventh Air Force, dated 21 July 1944) 

—To Captain LOUIS J. LAMM 0724440, Air Corps, United States Army, 

for extraordinary achievement in flight. 

As pilot of a heavy bombardment type aircraft which participated in 

the initial land-based operation against a strongly fortified enemy base, 

he led the second flight over the target and during the attack, one 

engine of his plane went out of commission and a second was producing 

only half its power, but with skillful handling by Captain LAMM, a 

successful bombing run was made despite enemy fighter attacks. On 

completion of the mission, he proceeded to an emergency landing field due 

to lack of fuel, averting a water landing and thereby saving the lives of 

the crew and a valuable airplane. The initiative, courage, and devotion 

to duty displayed by Captain LAMM throughout this operation reflects 

great credit upon himself and the army Air Forces. 
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Organizational History, 38th Bombardment Squadron (H), 30th Bombardment Group 

(H), VII Bomber Command, Seventh Air Force. 

1 July 1944 - 31 July 1944 

NARRATIVE 

Eight (8) combat missions were flown during the month of July, including one (1) 

night and six (6) day missions to the Truk Islands (all Group missions staged 

through Eniwetok), and one (1) squadron mission to Wotje Island in the Marshalls. 

A total of 78 airplanes reached the assigned target areas, dropping 192.5 tons of 

bombs with estimated 22% unobserved, 59.5% falling on land areas and 18.5 % known 

to fall in water. Ninety five (95) photos were taken on six (6) missions. A total 

distance of 18,210 statute miles was flown during the month. 38th Bomb Sq (H) 

conducted the briefing and was the lead element of the Group formation on Truk 

mission of July 11th. 

The night mission to Truk on July 6th encountered only six (6) searchlights, and 

AA fire from guns was meager and inaccurate. No damage resulted. Of the six day 

missions to Truk, interceptors were encountered on four missions with from four 

to eleven (4-11) enemy planes taking part in the attack and dropping phosphorous 

bombs. AA fire was moderate but with increased accuracy after the first daylight 

mission. On these missions eleven (11) airplanes received minor damage from flak 

and interceptor’s gunfire. Three (3) personnel were injured: on July 26th, S/Sgt 

Avery C. McInelly, nose gunner, received slight concussion when the nose turret 

was hit by a 20 mm shell; on July 31st, 1st Lt. Robert C. Laliberte, co-pilot, 

and 1st Lt. Alvin F. Ignatowski, navigator, received flesh wounds when a 20 mm 

shell exploded on contact with the co-pilot's window. 

The Truk mission of July 21-22 was delayed due to bad weather over the target 

area. The crews were briefed to bomb on the lead radar plane if complete coverage 

of the target was encountered. However the weather was worse than expected, the 

airplanes became separated, and the mission was of questionable success. No 

bombing results were observed. This mission was followed on July 24th by squadron 

experimental mission to Wotje Island to test out the effectiveness of radar 

bombing. Eight (8) airplanes in a tight Vee of Vee formation made three bomb runs 

over the target area, dropping two bombs on each run from 11,000 feet. Bombing 

was done entirely on radar indication in the lead airplane; wing planes watched 

the lead ship and toggled their bombs. Observations were made by the Group and 

Squadron Commanders, and from a second plane flying at low altitude. These 

observations were checked with photo coverage. 90 % of the bombs fell in the 

primary target area (2,000 x 4,000 ft), and 10 % fell in water just outside of 

the target area. 

On the following day-mission to Truk Islands (July 25-26th) the radar plane was 

sent out in advance as a "snooper” plane with two objectives: to gain more 

accurate weather information, and to harrass the enemy. Bombs were dropped over 

the target near midnight. The radar plane returned to base before the squadron 

formation took off for the day mission. 
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Organizational History, 38th Bombardment Squadron (H), July 1944 

NARRATIVE (Cont’d) 

Lt. Raymond A Feely and crew completed 30 missions during the month, and one 

navigator was removed from flying status by request. Lt. Frederick C. Dodd, 

pilot, was hospitalized the latter half of the month; three other combat 

men were grounded for a short period. 

Two combat crews were assigned to the squadron. Lt. Benjamin R. Cook, co-pilot 

and Lt. Wilson Christian and crew were assigned from Hq. & Hq. Sq., VII Bomber 

Command. Captain Robert Valentine and crew were assigned from 819th Bomb Sq. 

after completing 16 missions on DS with the 392nd Bomb Sq. (H). Captain 

Valentine was appointed Operations Officer on his arrival in the squadron on 

July 6th.  

Four co-pilots were made first pilots during the months 1st Lt. Norman Jones, 

1st Lt. Robert A Dempster, 1st Lt. Robert C. Straley, and 1st Lt. Robert C. 

Laliberte. 

Forty-two (42) enlisted men and twelve (12) officers, including three combat 

crews, were on rest leave to Hawaii. The policy of sending combat crews on 

rest leave between their 14th and 16th mission has proved most successful. Of 

crews going on rest leave after 15 missions, there has been no sign of 

exhaustion in the period between their 25th and 30th missions. 

Two (2) enlisted men were transferred to Hq. & Hq Sq., VII Bomber Command. 

During July the Engineering section pulled sixteen (16) 100-hr inspections, 

and changed seven (7) engines and seven (7) superchargers. 

Airplane #42-109948, equipped with SCR 717-B radar equipment, was grounded 

for twenty-three days waiting a new plexiglass radar antenna dome. Airplane 

#42-100227 was damaged at Eniwetok by a Naval water truck. The Navy CASU 

repaired the major portion of the damage and the remainder (approx 30 man 

hours) was accomplished by squadron personnel. Two airplanes were transferred 

to VII Bomber Command Training Detatchment, and two airplanes were assigned 

to the squadron. All compasses and airspeed indicators were calibrated. 

With nearly all missions staged through Eniwetok, and engines failing between 

the staging base and the target, the Engineering section has been forced to 

fly personnel to that base to complete engine changes. There has been a 

great deal of delay in obtaining new engines at Eniwetok. All notifications 

and paper work must be routed through CASU 35 and be forwarded to the 422nd 

sub-depot at Kwajalein before action can be taken. The delay between notif- 

ication and arrival of engines at Eniwetok has amounted to approximately 

two (2) days on every engine change. 

The 422nd sub-depot has been very cooperative in assisting the squadron with 

sheet-metal repair and spark plug removal throughout the month. Base and 

squadron units have been cooperative in supplying necessary equipment to 

continue operation after 38th Squadron equipment was loaded for movement to 

a new base. 
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Organizational History, 38th Bombardment Squadron 

(H) 

July 1944 

NARRATIVE (Cont’d) 

The Armament section completed modification of the tail turret, on one 

remaining airplane. The tail turret and Bell hydraulic gun mounts were removed 

and replaced by twin 50 cal. flexible machine guns. A precession stand was 

procured for the bombsight maintenance section. 

As time passes, with continued operation of old airplanes and more time 

absorbed in the maintenance of equipment and flight checking of AFCE, a need 

has arisen for more help in the Armament section. Under existing conditions 

two additional men (above existing T.O.), preferably trained in both AFCE and 

bombsight maintenance could be used to advantage. 

During the month the Communications section has been operating under consider- 

able handicap. The section has been reduced by one-third; many of the men now 

away will eventually be transferred as aerial gunners. Hospitalization and 

rest leave increased the shortage of help. 

Communications’ inspection of combat-personnel microphones and helmet head-  
sets has been coordinated with the inspection of arms made periodically by the 

Armament and Ordnance sections. 

On July 12th Sergeant David J. Spatcher Jr. was killed by the accidental 

discharge of a 50 caliber ball turret gun. Funeral services were held the 

following day in the squadron mess hall, due to heavy rain. Burial services 

were conducted at Carlos Island. 

On July 16th warning orders for movement of the squadron to APO 244. Packing 

was started in all sections and the cooperation of all departments, officers 

and enlisted men resulted in completion of the job with a minimum of 

confusion. Normal squadron operations were carried on throughout the month. On 

July 20th the Orderly Room, Operations and Intelligence buildings were taken 

down and temporary offices set up in one wing of the mess hall. Loading of 

equipment on the boat was started on July 23rd, and the squadron mess hall 

closed with the evening meal on July 27th. Mess equipment was packed and 

loaded in five hours. Ground crew personnel boarded ship on the same evening. 

On July 17th presentation of awards to one hundred (100) combat personnel was 

accomplished. General Landon, Col. Rutledge, Col. Miller, and Col. Hegy 

presented the awards. Forty-three (43) men received the Distinguished Flying 

Cross. EXHIBIT III, (presentation of awards.) 

On July 23-24 the entire squadron participated in familiarization firing of 

small arms at the Base firing range. This was the first firing done since 

leaving the States. The care that has been taken of weapons issued to squadron 

personnel was attested by the fact that not a single malfunction occurred. 

Preparation for movement of the squadron to a new base included a careful 

check of individual field equipment and impregnated clothing. Trench knives 
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Organizational History, 38th Bombardment Squadron (H), July 1944 

NARRATIVE (Cont’d) 

were issued to all personnel without one. All necessary salvage of clothing 

was encouraged. Both cots and tents (used by the unit since coming overseas) 

were salvaged. Repair and stenciling of all shipping boxes was completed on 

schedule so that no last minute confusion resulted. 

Tools and vehicles necessary for bomb loading were borrowed from other units 

on the base, while all squadron vehicles were prepared for shipment. By com- 

parison, it was apparent that squadron equipment had been maintained in 

superior condition, which afforded considerable satisfaction to those men 

who had done the maintenance work. 

Communications equipment was prepared for shipment in four days, a total of 

1,000 cubic feet and approximately 18,000 lbs. This figure does not include 

the SCR-399 radio ground set of about 1,600 cubic feet and 20,000 lbs. Two 

radio mechanics, one cryptographic technician, one communications 

technician, one radar technician and one officer remained on the flight 

echelon. All other enlisted men and officers of the Communications and Radar 

sections left with the ground crew personnel. Four radar mechanics are still 

attending the Seventh Air Force Communications School at Hickam Field, 

studying the latest developments in air-borne radar and counter-radar 

tactics. 

All processing equipment of the photographic section was packed for 

shipment. Aerial photographs taken on missions late in the month were 

processed at the 98th Bomb Sq (H) photo laboratory. Heavy rains during the 

time of packing equipment nearly flooded out the photo section. 

The photo section received only a partial allotment of a 30-day supply of 

materials. As this is the first time the 30-day allotment has been tried, 

shortages will show up during the following month. 

Mess for the month remained much the same as for June. More fresh meat was 

available, but fresh fruits and vegetables were still missing. The 

introduction of steady K.P’s has proven a definite success. Four mess 

personnel, removed from duty for medical reasons during June, resumed their 

regular duties. 

The squadron P.X. was closed early in July. Beer and fruit juice rations 

were distributed by the squadron, but all other supplies were obtained from 

the Base P.X. by individuals. Other Special Service activities remained much 

the same as in previous months. Movies were given five to six nights a week. 

A new movie projector (Bell & Howe) was secured for the squadron, with 

resulting improvement in presentation of films. Pictures were shown to the 

end of the month although a make-shift arrangement had to be used after 

squadron equipment was packed for shipment. 

A volley ball contest consisting of all combat crews and sections was 

carried out with enthusiasm. Voluntary athletics engaged in per man far 

exceeds the time recommended for physical exercise during the month. 
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During his first full month as Commanding Officer of the squadron, Captain 

Lamm has demonstrated his executive ability. Daily meetings of all squadron 

officers have been held in the early evening. Weekly meeting of Staff 

Officers and NCO’s in charge of sections have been held. A clearer view of 

all squadron problems and improved relations between officers and enlisted 

men have resulted from these meetings. Indications of an improved morale was 

noted in the cooperation displayed during preparation for movement, and in 

cleanliness throughout the combat barracks and in the airplanes. VII Bomber 

Command inspection of the squadron buildings and area, on preparation for 

leaving, proved highly satisfactory. 

The medical section was kept busy during the month of July not only by the 

care and treatment of ill and injured in the squadron, but also in trans- 

portation of wounded military personnel and Japanese prisoners of war 

evacuated to the base hospital from Saipan and Guam. A letter of 

commendation was received from General Landon for the assistance given by 

the medical section in this work.  

Five enlisted men of the medical section left with the ground echelon. Capt. 

Feves and Sergeant Hamilton remained with the flight echelon. 

Near month’s end Seventh Air Force General Orders were received awarding 

Captain Fever the Soldier’s Medal for distinguished service on 21 January 

1944, and the Distinguished Flying Cross awarded to Captain Lamm for his 

service as pilot in saving a crew, and airplane on the Truk mission of 15 

March 1944, from Makin. (See, Awards and Decorations.) 

On July 28th the squadron received report of the VII Bomber Command 

technical inspection of the 38th Bomb Sq. (H). The inspection was made 

during the first week of May, 1944. 
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Organizational History, 38th Bombardment Squadron (H), 30th Bombardment Group 

(H), VII Bomber Command, Seventh Air Force, 

1 August 1944 - 31 August 1944 

1. Organization: 

Negative. 

2. Strength: 

90 Officers 

1 Warrant Officer 

1 Flight Officer 

403 Enlisted Men 

 

3. Dates of arrival and departure from each station occupied in this theatre: 

On 1 August 1944, 3 Officers and 4 enlisted men flew from Kwajalein to 

Saipan. 

On 4 August 1944, ground echelon personnel, who left Kwajalein by boat 

on 28 July, arrived at Saipan. (See roster attached to July report of 

Organizational History.) 

On 7 August 1944, the squadron Flight Echelon left Kwajalein at 0730 

and arrived Saipan at 1545 the same day in 13 squadron airplanes. 

4. Losses: 

Sergeant John B. Wallis, Jr., ASN 14038811, parachute specialist, was 

reported missing on about 8 August 1944. His body was later reported 

buried in the island cemetery. Investigation of cause of death and 

events loading thereto have not yet been completed. 

5. Awards and Decorations: 

Negative. 
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38TH BOMBARDMENT SQUADRON (H) 

ROSTER 

The following Officers and enlisted men were 

transferred from base at Kwajalein to Saipan 

by transport plane on 1 August 1944 

0724451 

0571467 

0860959 

39838246 

6394794 

36171751 

Captain Bruce M. McEntire 

1st Lt. Henry H. Dickinson 

1st Lt. Robert W. Newkirk 

S/Sgt. Louis Bookbinder 

T/Sgt. Chester C. Buckley 

Sgt. John D. McNeil. 



 

      CONFIDENTIAL 

Organizational History, 38th Bombardment Squadron (H), 30th Bombardment Group 

(M), VII Bomber Command, Seventh Air Force. 

1 August 1944 - 31 August 1944 

NARRATIVE: 

In addition to movement of Flight personnel from Kwajalein to Saipan, the 

squadron completed more combat missions during August than in any previous 

month. 

A total of 72 airplanes participated in 8 squadron missions; one (1) crew 

was dispatched on each of 4 special armed reconnaissance missions; and three 

(3) new combat crews were initiated to combat on 2 special strike training 

missions. 

A total of 164.5 tons of bombs were dropped on enemy bases during the 

month, with estimated 83% falling on land areas (on or near assigned targets) 

and 17% falling in water or were unobserved. On the eight (8) squadron 

missions, 12,137 statute miles were flown; on the six (8) special missions 

6,655 statute miles were flown. Photographs were taken on each mission. 

    

One mission was flown from Kwajalein (staged through Eniwetok on August 

5th) to Truk Islands without interception or damage from anti-aircraft fire. 

The Flight Echelon moved to Saipan on August 7th, leaving Kwajalein at 

0730 and arriving at 1545. Continued heavy rains during the first week on 

Saipan made organization and set-up, in an uncleared area, particularly 

difficult. 

On August 10th missions were resumed with the first land-based bomber 

strike on Iwo Jima Island, Bonin Islands. Results were excellent and com-

mendation was received from General Landon, VII Bamber Command. 

  

However during this medium altitude attack on Iwo Jima four (4) squadron 

airplanes received damage from anti-aircraft fire, and two (2) interceptors 

were encountered. Following missions to Iwo Jima on August 14th, 17th and 25th 

were all high altitude attacks without damage from antiaircraft fire. The 

number of interceptors increased on each mission. On August 14th, Lt. 

Dempster’s plane received three (3) direct hits from 20 mm shells; and Sgt. 

Bernard Temple extinguished a fire started on the command deck, thus saving the 

crew from going down in flames. The airplane returned to base with nearly 150 

holes, but without injury to personnel.   
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Organizational History, 38th Bombardment Squadron (H), August, 1944 

NARRATIVE (Cont'd) 

On the Iwo Jima strike of August 25th, three (3) enemy aircraft were 

destroyed in aerial combat after leaving the target. Credit for destruction 

of aircraft by S/Sgt. Charles J. Wyland, T/Sgt. Leon S. Urbanski, and S/Sgt. 

James C. Robinson was confirmed. 

  

(Confirmation of enemy aircraft destroyed on Truk mission of July 29th was 

received during August. Narrative Interception Report covering this mission 

is included in Inhibit I, for August). 

A letter of commendation for clarity and completeness of S-2 Narrative 

Interception Reports was received from Headquarters Seventh Air Force. 

  

Two squadron missions were flown to Yap Island on August 20th and 22nd, 

where no interception was encountered and antiaircraft fire was moderate and 

inaccurate. On August 28th the squadron attacked Iwo Jima Island again; 

antiaircraft fire was intense but no interception was encountered. 

At month's end a special letter of commendation for work throughout the 

month was received from General Landon, VII Bomber Command, and endorsed by 

the 30th Bombardment Group Commander. 

  

On the afternoon of August 4th the Ground Echelon arrived at Saipan and 

started unloading supplies and equipment that night. The transfer of 

equipment from the boat to the assigned squadron area across the island was a 

difficult task due to heavy rains, deep mud, and the squadron area being 

located in an uncleared cane field. Considerable squadron equipment was 

damaged by careless handling of boxes during the move, and exposure to heavy 

rains before adequate coverage and protection could be afforded. 

The only casualty of the month occurred during the unloading period 

(probably on August 5th). Sergeant John B. Wallis, Jr., ASM 14038811 AC, 

failed to return from an unloading detail. His body was later reported 

buried in an island cemetery. Investigation of circumstances has not been 

completed to date. 

Squadron personnel were housed in 819th Bomb Squadron tents the first 

night, and that squadron supplied mess facilities through August 7th, 

greatly relieving the situation. Due to adverse conditions, plans laid 

previously for joint messing of 27th and 38th Squadron ground personnel on 

arrival at Saipan were abandoned. The ground echelon had very limited 
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NARRATIVE (Cont'd) 

time in which to prepare for arrival of the flight echelon. A small quantity 

of lumber was made available to the squadron by Group Headquarters, but not 

in sufficient quantity to build a suitable kitchen. Two Japanese buildings 

were torn down for additional lumber and the squadron mess kitchen was 

operational for breakfast on August 8th. Packing boxes and ether equipment 

became the "mess hall” until tent quarters could be set up. 

On August 7th, engineering property, some property of various sections, 

personnel and baggage of the flight echelon was moved to Saipan in 13 

squadron airplanes. Lt Feely and Lt St. Clair, who had completed their 30 

missions, stayed with the squadron and piloted planes to the new base. 

In the next few days offices were established in tents and the various 

sections were put in operational condition. 

  

The Medical Section set up an aid station within 24 hours after 

arrival, under the most difficult circumstances. Lights were installed, and 

the area in general was cleared of old cane and rubbish as quickly as 

possible. Guards were established in the squadron area and on "the line” 

nearly three miles distant, and continued throughout the month. At the 

earliest opportunity Dengue Fever control measures were established: drainage 

channels dug, underbrush cleared, insect repellent made compulsory at night, 

and all available spray guns distributed. No showers at night were permitted, 

and coverage of water containers was mandatory. However spread of Dengue 

Fever throughout the last week of the month reached nearly 10% of the 

squadron strength, particularly among the ground crews working on "the line," 

and guarding airplanes at night. 

Due to existing conditions, an unusually large number of men were 

placed on special detail each day in order to get the squadron in full 

operational condition quickly, thus throwing additional burden on those 

remaining in each section. 

Combat missions were resumed on August 10th. Briefing for this mission 

was held in the newly erected squadron theater area, and followed by the 

first movie, on the night of August 9th. Movies continued throughout the 

month. 

Heavy rains, extremely rough and muddy roads, and distance from 

quarters to "line" created one of the most serious problems and taxed 

transportation facilities. Approximately 76 flat tires were repaired in 

slightly over three weeks. Damage was due to wire, nails, and a few rock 

outs. However only one tube was destroyed. Replacement on tubes was 

impossible. The squadron 2 1/2 ton trucks (old when issued to the squadron) 
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NARRATIVE (Cont’d) 

gave the most trouble. Replacement of parts created a problem in itself. 

Approximately one day was lost in obtaining each part regardless of size, 

due to the system of exchange, and shortage of supplies. 

The 71st Service Group supplemented squadron transportation in order to 

keep the squadron operating on schedule during this period. Within the 

squadron, special care was exercised to avoid overloading of vehicles. Springs 

and other parts were switched from one vehicle to another in order to keep as 

many in operational condition as possible while waiting for supplies. 

The same type of problem arose within the Ordnance Section, in the 

delivery of bombs and ammunition. Vehicles began breaking down. On trailers 

alone, one caster wheel was torn from its axel, and three tires on caster 

wheels were torn in half. The rear wheels and axles were pushed out of line 

on two trailers, and on another the towing tongue was split in two. The 

section had more flat tires during the month of August than in the nine 

months previous. Automotive repair became a major concern, and every spare 

moment crew members were busy taking care of their vehicles. The Ordnance 

Section handled over 200 tons of bombs during the month. Near the end of the 

month shortage of personnel from Dengue Fever greatly handicapped the 

section. As a whole, the month of August was felt to be the most difficult 

since starting over seas duty. 

Operating under the same handicaps of roads, weather, fever, and loss 

of men to necessary squadron detail-duty, the engineering section main- 

tained a maximum number of airplanes in combat condition. Seven (7) engine 

changes were performed. Two airplanes were out for six (6) and ten (10) day 

repair jobs. The 466th Service Group did the repair on one airplane badly 

shot up in combat. Frequently throughout the month a crew chief and one 

assistant was all the personnel available for maintenance of one airplane--

inadequate for either proper care of the airplanes or continued health of 

personnel. 

The Armament Section was the first set up and ready for operation. No 

boxes had been lost or damaged in transfer to the new base. T.O. com- 

pliances that had fallen behind during the move were completed. One part- 

icular improved modification was made in the electrical solenoid rigs for 

syncronized firing of the twin tail stingers. Word was received that a 

Bombsight Field Service Box would be available for the section, shortly. 

In the Chemical Warfare section, a new type, light-weight service gas 

mask was received and exchanged for the old Service Gas Masks distributed to 

personnel before coming over seas. 

Movement of Communications equipment resulted in the loss of one case 

of camp lighting equipment, and damage of other property through breakage 

and exposure to continual rains. Set-up of squadron lighting was delayed by 
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loss of the lighting equipment. No replacement wire was available, some wire was 

obtained from salvage dumps. Offices and officer tents were equipped with lights, 

but wire shortage prevented lighting the enlisted men's area. A 5O-KW power unit 

was obtained and is being installed to supply all lights needed in the tent area, 

including mess, offices and enlisted men's area. A public address system was 

installed in the theater area, and used for briefing of combat crews. An EE-97B 

teletype machine was installed, and complete telephone service was set up before 

the end of the month. The section's SCR-399 radio ground set was dismounted from 

the 2 1/2 ton truck and turned over to Group Headquarters; the truck was sent to 

the transportation section to alleviate the shortage of vehicles. 

The Communications section was set up in the squadron hanger, in a 20'x 20' 

area. All mock-up test equipment was set up, including a model installation of 

the SCR-522 antenna, approximately 40 feet high, with no obstruction between it 

and the airplanes on the line, or the towers. All equipment is working 

satisfactorily. No major difficulty in maintaining radio equipment was 

experienced during the month, although climatic conditions are particularly bad 

for such equipment. Measures for preventing corrosion of aluminum components, 

recommended by Headquarters Air Service Command, are being carried out, and other 

experiments are being made. 

Although four personnel have been assigned to Communications from other 

sections, under present conditions the section is operating on two- thirds its 

authorized strength. Two men of the section have set up quarters near the 

Communications office in order to eliminate necessity of having guards and C.Q. 

in that area at night. 

Radar equipment suffered considerable damage from improper handling on the 

move to a new base, necessitating replacement and long hours of repair. Equipment 

on the airplanes continues to hold up well without loss of tactical efficiency, 

notwithstanding the extremely unfavorable climatic conditions. The latest type 

search radar has proven its effectiveness in use for bombing through overcase. 

Likewise the SCR-718*A radar (absolute altimeter) has proven its effectiveness, 

although only three squadron airplanes are equipped with this set. 

On arrival at Saipan a new policy was established in the photographic 

section. The section laboratory was not set up. Processing and printing was first 

done by the 88th Combat Photo Mapping Squadron, and later by the 71st Service 

Group Photo Section. Camera maintenance, installation of cameras in the airplanes 

and delivery of exposed film to the laboratory was still performed by the 

squadron. The effectiveness of this arrangement has not been adequately tested to 

warrant judgment yet. 

One photographer was transferred from the squadron. One instructions was 

held to familiarize combat crew members with 
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of aerial photography and operation of aerial cameras. One man was given 

instruction in the air. 

During the month of August, approximately 69 hours flying time was 

performed by squadron photographers. Two hundred (200) negatives of bomb 

spotting and reconnaissance were made* and roughly twenty-three (23) square 

miles of enemy territory was photographed. 

Damage to photographic equipment during the shipment and unloading 

necesitated depot repair on one (1) K-20 camera, local repair of one (1) A-10 

dryer and two (2) A-2 vertical view finders. Considerable photographic paper 

was a total loss and mildew on equipment was prevalent. 

Barracks supply arrived at the new base with only very minor damage. They 

were set up and on operating schedule within a few days after arrival. 

Mess for the month, with the exception of one day, consisted of ”C" 

rations with a preponderance of stew and hash. No fresh fruits or vegetables 

wore available. Bread was placed on a ration basis, but in insufficient 

quantity, and "C” ration crackers was substituted for bread on a few days. 

Flour and baking powder was made available in sufficient quantity so that pie 

and baking powder biscuits could be made at least twice per week. These items 

were highly appreciated by the men of the squadron. Water on Saipan was less 

highly ohlorinated than on Kwajalein, thus making bettor coffee and cooking. 

The reefer box was damaged in shipment and required service of an expert 

repairman. A 30 KW generator was acquired to replace the one de- fective at 

Kwajalein, greatly improving the operation of the reefer box. A storage tank 

of 200 gallon capacity was installed in the reefer box and tap arranged so 

that a steady flow of cold drinking water could be drawn from the outside of 

the box. One man from the mess section was sent to Hawaii on rest leave with 

instructions to purchase much-needed items for the kitchen; however at month's 

end the supplies had not arrived. 

Flies, insects, and mud created a handicap for mess personnel before mess 

tents were constructed for officers and enlisted men. Lumber for tables was 

made available after three weeks, but it was not used due to the uncertain 

status of the squadron on the island. Mess tents were screened in and 

"standing" tables were used. The mud situation was greatly relieved by 

drainage ditches, use of coral, and Marston matting. The matting was also used 

for walks throughout the tent areas. A 500 gallon water storage tank was set 

up, and water piped directly into the mess kitchen. 

A noon mess was served on the hangar line for personnel working in that 

area. This arrangement added considerably to mess, and transportation, duties; 

however the saving in time for men on the line more than offset the extra 

burden on mess personnel. 

At the end of the month, the Island quartermaster held very little 

encouragement for improvement of rations in the near future. Lack of storage 

space and refrigeration seems to be the major controlling factors. 
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During August, 19 Officers, 1 Flight Officer and 36 enlisted men were 

assigned to the squadron. These included three new combat crews: Lt Core and 

crew arrived on August 17th, Lt Bernstein and Crew August 28th, and Lt. Scott 

and crew on August 29th. 

  

Lt. Chambers and crew completed 30 missions on August 17th. Lt Jones, 

Pilot, and Captain Buchanan, Squadron Bombing Officer, completed 30 missions. 

All returned to the states on leave. 

17 Officers and 28 enlisted men were on rest leave to Hawaii during the 

month. Two (2) Officers left for specialized training in Engineering, and 

Gunnery. One (1) Officer and two (2) enlisted men were transferred. 

Several changes in duty of staff officers was inaugurated, including the 

appointment of Captain Leonard H. Schleicher as Executive Officer, 1st Lt. 

Jean M.R. Audette as Intelligence Officer, and 2nd Lt. Edward S. Spanke as 

Photographic, Postal and Censorship Officer. Lt. James F. Byrne, first member 

of the squadron’s original over-seas combat crews to return to the squadron 

after rest leave in the states, was appointed Ass’t Squadron Bombing Officer. 

  

One change was made affecting night clerks. The duties of the Squadron 

C.Q. was combined with the duties of night clerk in the S-2 S-3 office. 

Fifteen (IS) SCO’s familiar with the duties of both offices wore selected to 

carry out this combined duty, thus relieving more men for other duties. 

Morale remained very high among combat personnel throughout the month, 

despite announcement at mid-month at required missions for rest leave in the 

states had been raised from 30 to 35. Tactical efficiency increased to a new 

level; unit flying and bombing reached an unprecedented level. Missions were 

shorter than they had been at Kwajalein where staging through Eniwetok was 

necessary. 

At month’s end squadron personnel were looking forward to improvements 

just around the corner. Laundry facilities were promised in the near future; 

P.X. supplies and beer would be available the first week of September; floors 

made from salvaged wood had been put in many of the tents; wiring for lights 

in the enlisted men’s area was under way. The three mile stretch of road 

between tent area and the hangar line had been improved some, although it was 

obviously unfortunate that the two areas were so widely separated. As the 

month closed it was apparent that the squadron had successfully pulled through 

its busiest and most difficult month. 
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Organizational History, 38th Bombardment Squadron (H), 30th 
Bombardment Group (H), VII Bomber Command, Seventh Air Force. 

1 September 1944 - 30 September 1944 

1. Organization: 

Negative. 

2. Strength: 

97 Officers 
1 WO 
1 FO 

412 Enlisted men. 

3. Date of arrival and departure from each station in this theatre: 

Negative. 

4. Losses: 

Killed in action, 3 September 1944: 
T/Sgt Richard L. Williams, ASH 35371038, Aerial 
engineer. 
T/Sgt Richard L. Williams bailed out of airplane with 
other crew members when Lt. Dodd was unable to feather 
#1 engine enroute to Iwo Jima. Other crew members 
rescued by members of a friendly Task Force. 

Missing in Action, 11 September 1944: 

1st Lt. Robert A. 

Dempster 2nd Lt. William E. 

Chambers 2nd Lt. John L. Robb 
2nd Lt. Richard M. Smith 

T/Sgt Philip A. Brodziak 
T/Sgt Warren F. Leland 
S/Sgt Rene W. Brahendor 
S/Sgt Robert L. MeGee 
S/Sgt George E. Thompson 
T/Sgt Martin (NMI) Sisko 

0313479 Pilot 

0761036 Co-pilot 

0682722 Bombardier 
0692346 Navigator 
12136565 Engineer 
11116615 Radio 

Operator 13135107 Ast Engineer 
6928033 Ass’t Radio 
19021103 Armorer-

gunner 12154650 Radar 

Crew failed to return from an 
Marcus Island. No contact  
Field. No other details are  

armed-reconnaissance mission to 
was made after leaving Isley  
known. 
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Organizational History, 38th Bombardment Squadron (H), continued. 

5. Awards and Decorations: 

BRONZE STAR MEDAL (20 Sept 44) 

M/Sgt. Walter D. Brown R-158596 
M/Sgt, Kelvin L. Hotz 17003889 
M/Sgt. Janes D. Lance 34286265 
Sgt. Everett L. Stemen 15374253 

(Bronze Star awards given for outstanding accomplishment in ground 
maintenance of Squadron airplanes. Complete citation is not 
available.) 

PURPLE HEART (12 Sept 44) 

2nd Lt. William V. Core 0756183 
2nd Lt. Glen W. Beatty 0760231 
2nd Lt. Clarence F. Wasser,Jr. 0712960 
2nd Lt. Kelvin I. Harms 0701596 
S/Sgt. Michael V. Verescak 33505575 
S/Sgt. Ted Richards, Jr. 39551494 
S/Sgt. GeorgeS. Shahhein, Jr. 31326832 
Sgt. Milton E. Howard 37249976 
Sgt. Robert I. Martin 37051894 
Cpl. Robert C. Harriff 13169755 

(For details of injury, see Mission Report No. H-333, dated 9-10 Sept 
1944) 

SOLDIERS MEDAL (20 Sept 44) 

Capt. Louis J. Feves 0480595 Med. Corps 

(For citation and details see Unit History for August 1944) 

 

The following awards, for 

combat 
missions completed were made on 20 Sept 44. 

1st Lt. Sherman E. Keller 
2nd Lt. James E. Hedges 

0664320 
0763602 

AM & 1st 
OLC 

to 
to AM 

    S/Sgt Frederick J. Rubright 33368831 DFC, AM & 1st OLC to AM 

1st Lt. Paul W. Barker 
1st Lt. Wallace B. Cecil 
1st Lt. Glen L. McCann 2nd 
Lt. Howard L. Sherman 
T/Sgt. James W. Daniels 
T/Sgt. Dennis H. Edwards 
S/Sgt. Charles H. Landman 
S/Sgt. Michael A. Sheehy 

0727382 
0669999 
0535138 
0693239 
14050643 
34313779 
13011926 

  32498129 

DFC & 

1st 

OLC to AM 
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Organizational History, 38th Bombardment Squadron (H), continued. 

Awards and Decorations: Continued. 

 1st Lt. Robert W. Todd 0659775 DFC       

 

1st Lt. John A. Runge 0684780 
S/Sgt. Jerome Raginsky 12158222 
S/Sgt. William H. Wilson 35473322 
T/Sgt. Otis L. Andrews 16168917 
T/Sgt. Jerome M. George, Jr. 34386123 
S/Sgt. Harold M. Tipson 6121792 

DFC & 1st & 2nd OLC to AM 

 

2nd Lt. John J. Malloy  
1st Lt. William E. Simms    

S/Sgt. Joseph M. Hagan  
Sgt. Charles H. Smay 

0739039 
0681502 
35686198 
13089901 

DFC & 2nd OLC to AM 
 

 

2nd Lt. LeRoy R. Craig 
2nd Lt. Richard J. Gelinas 
2nd Lt. John J. Rodgers 
T/Sgt.  Marvin M. Gardner 
T/Sgt.  Ralph F. Williams 
S/Sgt.  Steve (NMI) Bodi 
S/Sgt.  Roger W. Doser  
S/Sgt.  Hyman Paysnick  
S/Sgt.  Austin B. Wason  
Sgt.    Samuel Bonfilio 

0762459 
0752330 
0688476 
32244033 
34439139 
16050797 
16131625 
31164511 
11113721 
19077672 

2nd OLC to AM 
   

 

1st Lt. Peter C. Mourtsen 
1st Lt. Grady M. Reed Jr. 
1st Lt. Dale V. Romig  
T/Sgt   Guy V. Miller 

0747300 
0685022 
0745942 
35537956 

DFC & 2nd a 3rd OLC to AM 

 

1st Lt, Royce Diener  0665905 
1st Lt. Holman C. Massey     0663763  
1st Lt. Phillip A. Matchvich 0692046  
1st Lt. George W. Maybury    0817750  
1st Lt. William J. Wong      0753101  
2nd Lt. William G. Hulbert  0699421 
T/Sgt. Harry C. Dearing 35669606 
T/Sgt. John B. Delligger 14049216 
T/Sgt. Lester C. Rhynard 15335986 

2nd & 3rd OLC to AM 
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Awards and Decorations: Continued. 

T/Sgt. Arthur R. Tanner 
S/Sgt.Frank L. Chairmonte 

6833801 
12031562 

3rd OLC to AM 

S/Sgt. Stanley S. Cohen  

S/Sgt. Paul Felski, Jr.  

S/Sgt. Francis S. Frohlich  

S/Sgt. Haymond A. Gagne  

S/Sgt. William E. Head  

S/Sgt. John W. Kester  

S/Sgt. Arthur J. LeBeau  

S/Sgt. James C. Robinson  

S/Sgt. Paul V. Whitlock 
1st Lt. Robert G. Straley 

32610875 

31265623 
37242062 

11122384 
35686198 

37342126 

16052679 
14046685 
13035590 
0743533   1st OLC to DFC & 2nd & 3rd OLC 

Capt. Louis J. Lamm 0724440 

to AM 

1st OLC to OFC & 3rd & 4th OLC 

T/Sgt. James H. Hedrick 34176163 

to AM 

 

3rd & 4th OLC to AM 

Capt. Robert F. Valentine 0789218 4th & 5th OLC to AM 
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C O N F I D E N T I A L 

Organizational History, 30th Bombardment Squadron, (H), 30th Bombardment Group 
(H), VII Bomber Command, Seventh Air Force. 

 

OPERATION 

During the month of September 1944, squadron combat personnel participated in 
22 missions (8 Group missions, 14 Special missions), dropping 133.7 tons of bombs 
on assigned targets, with observed accuracy ranging from 72% to 96% in the 
assigned areas. A total distance of 13,069 statute miles were flown by the 61 
airplanes assigned to Group missions; and 16,790 statute miles were flown by 25 
airplanes assigned to special missions. All Group missions were completed; four 
squadron airplanes were abortive. Three (3) Special missions were incomplete; one 
(1) search mission for a lost squadron airplane was flown on September 12th. Two 
missions, planned and briefed for Sept 8th and 9th were postponed due to extreme 
weather and reported cyclone in this area. Again on Sept 18th a Group mission was 
cancelled because of weather. 

Date A/P's Target Attacked Notation 

Sept. 3 10 Iwo Jima No. H-328 (Lt Dodd & Crew bailed out 
(over friendly Task Force) 

3 1 Marcus (no report included; 1 A/P with 392nd Sq.) 

4 1 Yap-Woleai (shipping not seen) 

6 9 Iwo Jima No. H-330 
6 1 Iwo Jima Night Snooper 

7 1 Iwo Jima Night Snooper 

9 1 Iwo Jima Night Snooper 

10 9 Iwo Jima 
No. H-333/ (Interception; 5 fighters shot 
down; Lt Core made crash landing.) (Armed 
Reconnaissance; Lt Dempster’s crew failed 
to return.) 

11 1 Marcus 

(12) (7) (Marcus) (Squadron search for Lt Dempster's crew) 

14 6 Iwo Jima No. H-336 

15 1 Chichi Jima (With 27th Sq; mission incomplete.) 
15 2 Marcus Armed Reconnaissance(mission incomplete) 

16 2 Fagan Training mission (Lt Porter & Lt Wagner) 
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Organizational History, 38th Bombardment Squadron (H), Continued. 

19 2 Marcus Armed Reconnaissance 

22 5 Chichi Jima No. H-337 (Bombed target before 
shipping sighted) 

23 2 Marcus Armed Reconnaissance 
23 1 Pagan Training mission (Capt. Haysel) 

24 8 Chichi Jima No. H-346 (Shipping not sighted) 

27 2 Marcus Armed Reconnaissance. 

28 9 Chichi Jima  No. H-345 (Shipping not sighted) 

On the First    mission  of the month (Iwo Jima, Sept 3rd), Lt. Dodd had 

engine trouble enroute to the target, Unable to feather No. 1 prop, and 
unable to control the plane, the crew bailed out over a friendly task force. 
All crew members were saved without injury, except T/Sgt Richard L. Williams, 
engineer, whose body was not found. 

On the Iwo Jima mission of Sept 10th, the only fighters of the month were 
encountered; five (5) were shot down and credited to the following gunners: 
Sgt Kee Chiang, ASM 32529801, A/P 44-40556 (1 Zeke), tail gunner. 
S/Sgt Arthur J. LeBeau, ASM 16052679, ball turret gunner A/P 44-40556 (1 Zeke) 
T/Sgt Guy V. Miller, ASM 35537956, top turret gunner, A/P 42-109940, (1 Zeke) 
T/Sgt Otis L. Andrews, ASM 16168917, right waist gunner A/P 42-72973, (1 Zeke) 
S/Sgt Harold M. Titson, ASM 6121792, ball turret gunner, A/P 42-72973 (1 Zeke) 

On the same mission Lt. Core’s airplane was shot up over the target and 
three personnel injured by 20 mm gun-fire. The crew were able to return to 
Isley Field for a successful crash-landing; the airplane was completely 
demolished, but all personnel escaped with only minor additional injuries. 

On September 11th, Lt. Dempster and crew failed to return from an Armed 
Reconnaissance mission to Marcus Island. No message was received from the 
plane after take-off and no details are known. On the following morning seven 
squadron planes were dispatched on a search mission, accompanied by Navy 
rescue planes. Photographs were taken of bits of wreckage found, but no 
personnel were saved. (See Mission Report, Marcus, 10-11 September) 

 On following reconnaissance missions throughout 
the month, two airplanes were dispatched instead of single planes. 

Antiaircraft fire over Iwo Jima ranged from moderate to intense and 
generally accurate; one airplane received minor damage. Over Chichi Jima 
antiaircraft fire ranged from meager to intense and from inaccurate to accurate; 
four airplanes received minor damage on the last mission of the month. One 
airplane received minor damage over Marcus Island. 
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Organizational History, 38th Bombardment Squadron (H), Continued. 

Only a few night missions were flown during the month. On these missions 
the navigators had to rely heavily on celestial navigation as the targets were 
minute islands. Consequently the time of strikes were planned with some 
consideration for the position of the moon. It has been found effective to do a 
landfall on the objective, with the island between the attacking plane and the 
moon. Daytime navigation became more difficult as the nature of missions 
changed from attack on island installations to search for enemy shipping. Lead 
navigators are adopting the practice of checking with the wingman by aldis-lamp 
signal code. 

Three new combat crews were assigned during the month. Following the 
squadron policy of indoctrinating new combat crews, two bombing missions were 
flown to Pagan Island (Sept 16 and 23rd). Experienced staff personnel flew with 
these crews to check their work and give advice. 

In addition to the three combat crews, four (4) combat officers were 
assigned to the squadron (Lt. Wagner, and Lt. Todd, pilot and co-pilot, from 
392nd Sq; Lt. Gill, navigator, from VII Bomber Command; and Lt. Keller, 
navigator, from 27th Sq. Ten (10) squadron enlisted men returned to the unit 
after completing Gunnery School training in Oahu. Lt. Edward Kubin (co-pilot on 
one of the squadron’s original overseas crews) returned to the squadron to 
become Assistant Operations Officer. Lt. Keller was appointed Squadron 
Navigator, relieving Capt. Harrell, who completed 35 missions and returned to 
the states on leave. 

Three combat crews (Lt. R.G, Martin, Lt. Straley, Lt. Maybury) and two 
squadron photographers (T/Sgt Tanner, Sgt Bonfilio) completed 35 missions and 
returned to the states on leave. Four (4) combat crews returned to Hawaii for 
ten day rest periods. 

During the month Lt. Scott was appointed Assistant Operations Officer, and 
change was made in Flight Leaders for the Squadron.  

 
INTELLIGENCE 

Thirteen (13) Special missions and four (4) Group missions were briefed by 
the 38th Squadron during the month. On September 5th the squadron conducted the 
first briefing for a group mission in which a Lantern Slide Projector was used, 
instead of large wall maps and charts. This method was so successful that 
future briefings made full use of the method. Briefings were held in the 
theater area in the early evening, and making use of the regular movie screen. 
By month’s end plans were made for a special briefing tent (using the same 
method) so that rain would not interrupt scheduled briefings. 

All charts, maps and photos were prepared on 6” x 6 1/2” cards, thus 
greatly reducing the space required for preparation and the difficulty of 
setting up and taking down large maps and charts in the open where wind was 
always present. The projector system also permits adjustment to any size 
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Organizational History, 38th Bombardment Squadron (H), Continued: 

screen and to either small or four-squadron groups. Briefing slides con- 
sisted of the following: Introductory slide; target map; photo of target area 
with Bombardier's aiming point; map with AA positions; map showing sub and 
shipping bomb-restriction areas. Oral instruction was given by the S-2 
Officer, using a flashlight pointer to indicate specific areas. Operational 
and Communications data required the following: Chart of airplane line-up; 
chart of bombing altitude, IAS and bomb load; map for take-off and assembly; 
map for route to target; map for attack and retirement; chart for 
Communications data; chart for rescue service, calls and reference points. In 
addition, data sheets were distributed for pilots and navigators. Oral 
comments were made by Group and Squadron Commanders, and an appropriate 
cartoon was used for the final projector slide. 

During September, 115 public relations releases were forwarded, covering 
34 combat personnel, and 18 Officers and 63 enlisted men of the ground crews. 
Thirty-three (33) photographs were released. 

1st Lt William Stephenson, Jr., was assigned to the squadron from VII 

Bomber Command and was appointed Ass’t Intelligence Officer, and Squadron 

Saving Promotion Officer. 

ENGINEERING 

Three (3) airplanes ware lost during the month; two at sea and one on 
crash landing. (See OPERATIONS and Mission Reports H-328, Sept 3; H-333, Sept 
10; Marcus Island Reconnaissance, Sept 11). Six (6) airplanes received minor 
damage from anti-aircraft fire during the month. 

On return from Marcus Island mission of September 15th, excessive metal 
particles were found in the oil screen and sumps of No.2 and No.3 engines of 
airplane 42-109954, indicating internal failure and requiring engine changes. 

On September 24th, airplane 44-40556 was hit by a truck operated by the 
Corps of Engineers. Repair of wing tip, outer wing panel, and left aileron was 
performed by the 466th Service Squadron, requiring a total of (5) days before 
the airplane was placed in combat condition. 

Many man hours of maintenance of aircraft were lost due to moving of the 
airplanes to three (3) different localities during the month. On four (4) 
different occasions, airplanes bogged down on hard stands recently com- 
pleted, and required additional work to put the airplanes on ground that was 
able to stand the tremendous weight of the main landing gear of type B-24J 
Airplanes. 

During the period of September 10 to 29, maintenance on aircraft was 
limited due to a large number of men being sick with Dengue Fever, accidental 
injuries, and other shortage of personnel. At times during this period only 
50% of the airplanes were available for combat missions; however, maintenance 
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Organizational History, 38th Bombardment Squadron (H), Continued: 

efficiency of the highest standard was maintained, and only 
airplanes in the best possible condition were permitted to fly. 

Two (2) replacement airplanes were assigned to the squadron during 

the month. \ 

COMMUNICATIONS: 

During the early part of September, difficulty was experienced in 
obtaining satisfactory service from the 1045th Signal Company. On one 
occasion replacements on four of six SCR-522 very high frequency sets 
were found to be unsatisfactory and inoperative. Arrangements been made 
to do as much 3rd echelon repair work in the section as practicable. 
The Signal company does not have sufficient supplies, nor an adequate 
supply channel. 

As an aftermath of the crash landing of Lt. Core and crew on 
September 12th, the Communication section built a Portable Control 
Tower. This “Tower” is mounted on a jeep trailer, and consists of an 
SCR-522A very high frequency set, an SCR-274N Set, a C-10 Power Unit 
with battery, and all necessary accessories. The set is completely 
self-contained and the control panel can be operated from any position 
in the jeep as the “Tower” is moved about. It has three possible uses: 
(1) as an auxiliary in case of failure of the Base Tower, (2) a direct 
means of contact by our officers in case of emergency landing by 
squadron planes (3) a method of controlling large formations of 
aircraft. The “Tower” is available to the Squadron Commander, 
Operations Officer, and to 30th Bomb Group personnel 24 hours per day. 

During the month, six (6) radio-operator-gunners were assigned to 
the squadron from VII Bomber Command Gunnery School. These men (not on 
regular combat crews) were found to be inadequately trained in radio 
and were assigned to the Communications section for further 
experience. They are receiving code and blinker practice, and are 
working with the regular maintenance men on the airplanes. 

The C-10 power unit (28 volts) which has been in use for nine 
months became inoperative due to wear. A replacement was obtained 
only after great trouble. In view of the scarcity of replacements on 
C-10 and HRU-28 Power Units, an authorized requisition for one 
PE143C was forwarded to the Signal Officer, 7th Air Force, through 
Communications channels. In compliance with 7th Bomber 
Command emergency policy, this requisition will be evaluated by the 
Seventh Air Force Signal Officer, and if possible, supplies secured 
in Hawaii. 

Shortage of section personnel, as reported in previous months, 

continues; one man has been borrowed from the Radar section. The 

section is also handicapped in transportation. The 2½ ton truck 

(part of SCR-399) is still in the squadron motor pool for general 

squadron transportation use. Airplanes have been spread over a 4-

mile perimeter while repairs are being made on runways and parking 

area; only one jeep is available to transport men and equipment to 

service the squadron planes and to carry on routine duties. 
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Organizational History 38th Bombardment Squadron (H), Continued. 

RADAR 

All personnel of the radar section who were in training with the Army 
Technical Schools, Oahu, have returned to the squadron. Two additional 
radar mechanics have been assigned to the squadron, giving the Radar 
section an overage of one (1) man. 

No new problems have developed during the month; those mentioned in 
the August report continue to be major considerations. 

The squadron’s four (4) airplanes equipped with SCR-521—A Search 
Radar were dispatched on 15 missions during the month. The one (1) 
airplane equipped with SCR 717—B Search Radar was available for two 
missions during the latter part of the month. 

ORDNANCE 

Conditions during September were considerably improved over August. 
With the improvement of roads, transportation problems lessened. An 
auxillary bomb dump was established nearer the line, accessible over 
smoother terrain, and shortening the distance by approximately three miles 
for each load of bombs or ammunition. Section personnel, on duty, returned 
to near full strength. 

Although flat tires were frequent (10 tires were exchanged as a result 
of wear and tear) and trailers were still being broken, such failures were 
attributed in part to a "carry-over” from the extreme conditions of August. 
Trucks have required numerous replacement of parts and repair work. Two 
trailers are dead-lined, due to lack of parts. 

Bomb service trucks were changed from single to dual rear wheels, 
during the month, thus giving greater traction and decreasing the hazard 
of trucks becoming stuck. An extension of rear fenders over the added 
wheels was necessary, and suitable material was secured from fifty-gallon 
drums. The steel thickness was ideal, and the circular shape of the drum 
was easily adapted to the shape of the fender. Approximately 1 1/2 feet of 
the upper portion of the drum was cut, and split, by the cutting flame of 
a welding torch. The arched section was then spot welded to the truck 
fender giving protection over the outer wheel. All work was done by the 
Ordnance Section. 

Two Ordnance personnel were absent from duty; one suffered a broken 
arm early in the month; another returned to Oahu for an operation and 
hospitalization. By the latter part of the month section personnel were 
nearly free of Dengue fever. Twenty-two out of the section strength of 
thirty had contracted the fever during August and early September. Morale 
of all personnel seems definitely higher as working conditions improved 
and men were able to return to their regular duties; a reasonable amount 
of time was available for individual needs. 

Group Inspectors inspected all weapons of squadron personnel on Sept. 
27th. Results were highly satisfactory, especially among ground personnel 
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Continued. 

       ARMAMENT 

The Armament section is now running smoothly; maintenance is excellent. The 
Bombsight Field Service Box# promised last month, is reported in transmit but 
has not arrived. 

All squadron personnel new have the light weight gas mask, and eye ointment 
(BAL) for decontamination of mustard and nitrogen-mustard gas. 

Armament Officer and one enlisted man are on rest leave. 

                                   PHOTO 

A problem which began building up with the advent of daylight bombing of 
Truk came to a head this month. The problem consisted of having a sufficient 
number of aerial photographers available. When the squadron arrived on Saipan, 
there were five (5) EM in the photo section, one (1) over authorized strength. 
Shortly after arrival one (1) man was transferred by orders of higher 
headquarters. During the month two (2) photographers completed their 35 
missions. 

In anticipation of this shortage, two training plans were tried. One plan 
was to make greater use of aerial gunners who had had photographic experience 
and to hold classes for others who had little or no experience. Satisfactory 
photos were obtained by crew personnel when no interception was encountered; but 
with interception, obtaining photos was relegated to secondary consideration. 
The plan therefore has a basic fault which cannot be avoided, if the best 
photographic results are obtained. 

A second plan has been inaugurated. Four (4) squadron personnel who had 
returned from gunnery school, but for whom there was no immediate opening on 
combat crews, are being trained as photographers. These men worked with 
photographic section personnel in installing and repairing cameras as a means of 
studying their operation. After this familiarization they were sent on missions 
with regular photographers until it was felt they were qualified to bring back 
satisfactory pictures under varying conditions. Results of this training ranged 
from satisfactory to excellent. When these men are assigned to crews they can 
still be used as photographers on missions where no interception is expected. 
Training of additional gunner-photographers from regular crews is being 
continued. 

One (1) K-17 (12”) camera was lost with Lt, Dempster’s crew on Marcus 
mission of September 11th. Photos were taken on fourteen (14) missions during the 
month. 

No squadron photo laboratory has been set up (See August report). Work done 
by the 71st Air Service Command proved unsatisfactory, and arrangements were 
made with the 86th Mapping Squadron for processing all squadron photographs. 
This arrangement has proved highly satisfactory for aerial photos. However it is 
not satisfactory for ground photography used for Public Relations and Historical 
Record. The wide variety of pictures, and conditions under which they are taken, 
requires individual laboratory attention if best results are to be obtained. For 
morale purposes a fund was created by which squadron personnel could secure one 
print of section pictures in which they appeared; without a squadron laboratory 
this plan cannot be followed. 

Transportation shortage necessitated withdrawal of the jeep assigned to the 
photo section. 
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Organizational History, 38th Bombardment Squadron (H), continued. 

With tent area, storage of equipment, and planes widely separated, 
continual borrowing of transportation facilities is necessary, causing some 
inconveniences. 

Transportation problems were eased a great deal by the construction of a 
good road between the line and the bivouac area. The number of flat tires 
decreased approximately 75%; breakage of parts dropped to normal expectancy. 

Parts are still slow in coming in. One 2 1/2 ton cargo truck was dead- 
lined for 37 days waiting for a pin front spring rear. The original order for 
a pin has not yet been filled; however, a satisfactory pin has been made at an 
island machine shop. 

Brakes were relined on the Squadron’s six 2 1/2 ton trucks and one 3/4 
ton Weapons Carrier during the month. All lining was badly worn, and in four 
cases brake linings were worn completely through. Grit and sand working into 
the drums and causing excessive wear is the probable cause. 

Valves were ground on two 2 1/2 ton trucks; however several other 
vehicles still need attention. Seven jeeps, having over 6,000 miles on 
speedometer readings, need to have valves ground. 

Total mileage for September was 18,698 miles for all vehicles. A large 
increase in mileage followed the improvement of island roads. Mileage for the 
first three weeks of September was 12,799 miles; for the last week, 5,899 
miles. 

Although authorized section strength is fifteen, the Transportation 
section operated during September (as in August) with but eleven men. 

                                  MESS 
 
 
Food for the month of September did not show any improvement. The same 

type of rations, were available at the Q.M., as in the previous month. Hash,  
stew, and “C” rations were predominant. With use of the reefer box, however, 
corned beef was served sliced and chilled, which offered a welcome relief. 
Chilled fruit juices were served rather frequently. Soup was added to the menu 
occasionally. Fresh meats were secured on two occasions by direct contact with 
ships in the harbor. However, due to strict regulations imposed by the harbor 
officials it was impossible to go out on the pier, and this source of fresh 
food was cut off. 

By sending a liaison officer to Hawaii twice during the month, mustard, 

mayonnaise, spices, eggs, oranges, etc. were secured which, although in 

limited quantity, helped a great deal in making the rations issued more 

palatable. Trips of this nature were made only when cargo planes were 

dispatched and did not clear up the food picture as a whole. 
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Organizational History, 38th Bombardment Squadron (H), Continued. 

Several improvements were made around the mess area. Lights were 
installed to light up the area in the early morning and evenings; a 
speaker was installed on top of the mess kitchen, and controlled from 
the orderly room, so that music and news broadcasts were furnished 
during mess hours. Trees, shrubs and flowers were planted in the area. 

By the installation of additional water storage in the mess 
kitchen area, considerable time was saved in the mess personnel’s  
work. Pipes from all storage tanks were piped directly into the 
kitchen. The base unit took over removal of garbage and trash which 
relieved mess personnel considerably. 

Plans are now in progress to enlarge the mess halls and build 
tables and benches so that personnel can eat while sitting down,  
instead of standing at temporary tables. 

Due to heavy rains, mud still remained a major problem. Only a 
limited supply of sand and coral have been obtained but the general 
appearance of the area improved over last month. Much additional work 
is needed. 

Prospects of better food and fresh meats are in the offings 
possibly by October 15th. 

       MEDICAL 

By September 10th Dengue Fever had passed its peak in the 
squadron; at that time approximately 10 men were hospitalized and 10 to 
12 confined to quarters. Airplane spraying of the island with DDT was 
apparently of great value in eliminating mosquitoes and controlling the 
fever. The number of cases dropped from about 20 per week to 1 per 
week. 

There were no major injuries during the month other than the three 
oombat crew members hit by 20m shell fragments on mission of September 
10th (See Operations). Rapid work on the crash truck in putting out the 
fire that started in one of the engines, and speed of evacuation of the 
wounded, prevented further injury to personnel. 

Lt. Core's crew returned to Hawaii for hospitalization and rest leave 
after the crash landing. Lt. Dodd's crew returned to Hawaii for rest 
leave after bailing out on mission to Iwo Jima on September 3rd. 

Captain Fever, medical officer, was presented the Soldier's Medal 
on September 20th. (See Awards and Decorations.) 

SPECIAL SERVICE 

On September 1st the initial ration of beer was available for the 
squadron, approximately a month after arrival on Saipan. Other P.X. 
supplies were on sale by September 7th and service continued throughout 
the month. Total cash sales for the month was over #3,500.00. Although 
the supply of fruit juices, candy and cookies were limited they did 
considerable in relieving the monotony of QM mess. 
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Organizational History, 38th Bombardment Squadron (H), Continued. 

$109.58 was expended from the Squadron Fund for eggs, oranges, 
soups, etc., to improve the mess menu for dengue fever patients 
confined to quarters. 

The first shipment of magazines (long overdue) were received 
during the month. Approximately 100 new titles were added to the 
library by two shipments of books. Newspapers were received 
spasmodically. 

Change was made during the month in the manner of securing 
pictures for the squadron movie. All movies are now selected and 
scheduled by the A.G.F. Although movies have continued on regular 
schedule, the quality of movies shown have dropped considerably after 
mid-month. 

SQUADRON POLICY 

One change in squadron policy was inaugurated during the month. 
All Sergeants were placed on the “extra-duty” roster, thus relieving 
the burden carried by Corporals and privates. With the expanded roster 
in effect, each man is called on for squadron duty once in about 
twenty-five days. 

On September 26th explosions occurred in the adjoining area, 
causing an area alert and search for possible Japanese snipers. As a 
result of this alert a detailed plan of squadron defense for land 
attack was worked out and put into effect. 

During the first week of the month a squadron barber was appointed 
and quarters established with regular hours for operation. This is the 
first time the squadron has had a full-time barber. Previously all 
harboring was done after work hours by individual initiative. 

GENERAL 

September 9th, a cyclone was reported. All tents were secured and 
preparation made for a heavy storm; however, it passed by without 
affecting this area. 

September 12th, presentation of awards for combat crews and a few 
ground personnel was made in the 392nd Squadron area. (See Awards and 
Decorations for complete list). 

September 18th, Quartermaster Laundry was operational. During the 
remainder of the month service was highly satisfactory. 

On September 20th Commendation was received from General Landon on 
the superior air discipline displayed by Lt Core and Crew during 
mission and crash landing of September 10th.  
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Organizational History, 38th Bombardment Squadron (H), 30th Bombardment 

Group (H), VII Bomber Command, Seventh Air Force, Army Air Force, Pacific 

Ocean Areas, APO 244. 

1 October 1944 - 31 October 1944 

1. Date of arrival at and departure from each station occupied in this theater: 

Negative. 

2. Losses in action: 

S/Sgt Anthony E Szymanski, ASN 33596689, tail gunner, received 

wound in the lower left leg from explosion of a 20mm shell during 

interception over Iwo Jima, Kazon Group, on 15 October 1944. He 

was admitted to the station hospital and later evacuated to 

Hawaii. 

3. Awards and decorations: 

S/Sgt Anthony E Szymanski, 33596689, received the Purple Heart, 

Air Medal, lst OLC to AM, and DFC at the 

station hospital, from Col. Edwin B 

Miller Jr., 16 October 1944. 

The following awards, for combat missions completed, were presented by 

the Commanding General, VII Bomber Command, on 26 October 1944. 

Captain Robert F Valentine, 0789218, lst OLC to DFC & 6th and 7th OLC to AM. 

1st Lt Grady M Reed Jr.     0685022  1st OLC to  DFC & 4th OLC to AM. 

1st Lt Peter C Mourtsen     0747300  " " ”  " " 

2nd Lt William C Hulbert    0699421  " "     "   " " 

T/Sgt Harry C Dearing      35669606  " " " " " 

S/Sgt Raymond A Gagne      11122384  " " " " " 

S/Sgt Paul Felski, Jr.     31265623   " "     "   "  " 

S/Sgt Stanley S Cohen      32610875  " " "  "  " 

4. Organization: 

Negative. 

5. Personnel Strength: 

1 October 1944: 

97 Officers 

1 W/O 

1 F/O 

412 Enlisted men 

31 October 1944: 

103 Officers 

1 W/O 

1 F/O 

446 Enlisted men 

  -1- 

    CONFIDENTIAL 



 

CONFIDENTIAL 

Organizational History, 38th Bombardment Squadron (H), 30th Bombardment 

Group (H), APO 244, October 1944, Continued: 

6. Airplane Strength: 

1 October 1944: 

12 B-24J's 

1 CB-24D 

31 October 1944: 

12 B-24J’s 

1 CB-24D 

7. Airplane Losses: 

B-24J, No. 42-72976, "Bomb Baby," was grounded for combat duty 

on 1 Sept 1944, after 59 completed 

missions. Airplane was returned to Hawaii 

on 26 Oct 44. 
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Organizational History, 38th Bombardment Squadron (I), 30th Bombardment 

Group (H), VII Bomber Command, Seventh Air Force, Army Air Forces, Pacific 

Ocean Areas, APO 244. 

1 October 1944 - 31 October 1944 

NARRATIVE: 

Following the trend started during September, enemy shipping in the 

vicinity of Iwo Jima, Haha Jima and Chichi Jima became the priority target 

for bombing missions during October. Shipping in this area was attacked on 

three (3) Group missions in which the squadron participated; airfields on 

Iwo Jima were bombed on three Group missions when shipping was not sighted. 

Secondary assignments included three (3) night Snooper missions flown 

to Iwo Jima, and one (1) Armed-reconnaissance mission flown to Yap Island. 

During the early evening of 25 October this squadron, along with other 

squadrons of the 30th Bombardment Group (H), was called upon to stand alert 

during the period our fleet was engaged with task forces of the Japanese 

Navy in Philippine waters. If called upon, this squadron, along with other 

units, was to attack remnants of the Jap task forces scattered in the 

Philippine Sea. Preparations were made throughout the night and alert status 

continued throughout the following day, but planes did not take off on this 

mission. 

OPERATIONS 

Six (6) Group missions and four (4) special missions were completed 

during the month, as mentioned above. In addition, two (2) training missions 

were flown to Pagan Island to indoctrinate new combat crews. 

59 airplanes reached their assigned targets during the month, flying a 

total distance of 9,551 statute miles on all missions (6,899 miles on the 

six Group missions). 91 tons of bombs were dropped on shipping and enemy 

bases with hits ranging from 0 to 100% on assigned targets. One direct hit 

on an AK was reported, but sinking was not verified. 

Interception was encountered on two (2) missions, both over Iwo Jima. 

No enemy fighters were shot down, and only one squadron airplane was badly 

damaged. On October 15th, seven enemy fighters intercepted our formation. 

S/Sgt Anthony Szymanski, tail gunner, received serious leg injury from 20mm 

gunfire. The airplane was repaired by the island service unit. 

Antiaircraft fire over Iwo Jima was generally meager and inaccurate; 

over Chichi Jima it was reported to be intense and accurate. 

    

At least twelve (12) of the squadron’s fifteen navigators had the res- 

ponsibility of leading the squadron, or of finding their way to and from 
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Organizational History, 38th Bombardment Squadron (H), 30th Bombardment Group 

(H), VII Bomber Command, Seventh Air Force, APO 244. Oct 1944, Cont’d: 

the target alone. It became apparent from the results that the training 

commands are sending out uniformly well qualified men. 

Emphasis was placed this month upon cooperation between navigators. There 

is a tendency when flying in the wing positions to feel that the navigator’s 

work is superfluous, and there is also a reluctance to inform the leader when 

a wing navigator has him plotted off course. To counteract those attitudes, 

lead navigators are being required to check with their two nearest wing-men by 

Aldis-lamp code. 

Instrument calibration receives more than usual attention this month. 

Each airplane was flown on a compass-swinging mission. A series of airspeed 

meter calibrations missions were started. The Squadron Navigator issued a 

detailed description of the steps to follow in aligning the astro-compass 

mount; one result of this was an increased use of the astro-compass. It was 

discovered that in the latitude of our present operations the turret-azimuth 

and the astro-compass supplement each other for deviation check. That is, when 

the sun is low, only the turret is accurate; when the sun is high, only the 

astro-compass is accurate. 

The Navigation Officer also compiled a table of true airspeeds based on 

constant weather conditions, and designed to save the navigator repetitious 

computation. (Credit for this "wrinkle" goes to navigators of the Near East 

Theater.) 

A beginning was made in getting the navigators to cooperate with the 

bombardiers as the target is neared. Navigators are keeping the bombardier 

informed of last minute changes in heading of approach to the target. They are 

also working for an accurate wind in the vicinity of the target. With this 

wind navigators predict for the bombardier the most likely location of enemy 

shipping (or the lee side of an island), the ground speed, and drift on the 

bomb-run heading. 

Celestial navigation continues to be an aid to the system. It appears, in 

fact, to be the only way of approaching pin-point precision. When such 

precision is demanded, as at night or on approaching a minute target in bad 

weather, the celestial landfall is coming into profitable use. The most 

important problem which remains unsolved is that of reading drift over calm 

water or at high altitude. 

On October 9th, Col. Miller announced to the squadron the new Air Force 

policy of requiring 40 combat missions in this theater before return to the 

states for reassignment. Six (6) squadron combat crews were most affected by 

this change of policy. They had come to the squadron when 30 combat missions 

was the established policy. Near mid-August change in policy required 35 

combat missions, and before these were completed the newer change required 40 

missions. 
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Organizational History, 38th Bombardment Squadron (H), 30th Bombardment Group 

(H), APO 244, October 1944, Continued: 

Four combat crews were assigned to the squadron during the month: Lt 

Hauseknecht, Lt McFadyen, Lt Lewis, Lt Jarvis and their respective crews.  

Two crews completed 40 missions (Lt Mourtsen, Lt Maybury); Captain 

Valentine, Operations Officer also completed 40 missions. All returned to the 

states. Three combat crews returned to Hawaii on rest leave. 

Lt Holman Massey was appointed Ass’t Operations Officer, relieving Lt 

Scott. Captain George Haysel was appointed Squadron "A* Flight Commander, 

relieving Lt Massey.  

INTELLIGENCE 

Seven (7) of the missions flown during the month were briefed by this 

squadron. Briefing procedure and equipment remained the same as for September, 

but conditions were greatly improved by the erection of a briefing tent. This is 

the first time the squadron has had covered space set aside exclusively for 

briefing since coming overseas. The tent provided (a standard hospital tent) 

accommodates a maximum of 24 combat crews, adequate for a two-squadron briefing. 

Due to shortage of lumber, frag bomb boxes were obtained and used for seats. 

Although the tent was set up primarily for briefing, it has proven an excellent 

accommodation for interrogations, combat crew meetings, mission critiques and 

classes. A briefing room, such as this one, is considered a valuable asset to 

operation in the forward area. 

When the alert on enemy ships in the Philippine area was called, a great 

deal of information had to be collected and prepared for crews as this mission 

would be out of our theater of operation and this type of mission had not been 

anticipated. By the morning of the 26th it had been decided that a group 

briefing would be held by 30th Bomb Group personnel. To insure that our combat 

crews thoroughly understood the circumstances a squadron briefing was also held. 

The only U.S. occupied territory of the Philippines consisted of a narrow 

coastline strip from Tacloban to Dolag. Tacloban airstrip was the nearest 

emergency landing base to your target. Photographs and maps of this and other 

friendly bases were studied; escape and survival intelligence was stressed; 

terrain features were studied in view of possible emergencies. Although no 

mission resulted from this alert, it did emphasize the fact that Intelligence 

personnel have to be prepared for any emergency at any time. 

 In line with the present emphasis on enemy shipping as bombing targets, S-2 

recognition training during the month was concerned with Japanese merchant 

ships, with the JAN 3 system of recognition being used as the basis of lectures. 

As there were no projection slides available early in the month, the S-2 section 

prepared a series of its own slides to be used with the opaque-lantern-slide 

projector. The fact that the crews’ visual observations of shipping coincided 

very closely with subsequent photo interpreters' analysis demonstrated that the 

simplified JAN 3 system is desirable in air operations. 

 

 

 

 

 

-3- 

C O N F I D E N T I A L 



 

 

Organizational History, 38th Bombardment Squadron (H), 30th Bombardment Group 

(H), APO 244, October 1944, Continued: 

ENGINEERING 

A total of three (3) airplanes were seriously damaged due to enemy action 

during the month, requiring the aid of the Service Group to perform third and 

fourth echelon repair. All damaged aircraft were repaired in record time and 

placed in combat commission, Ten (10) engine changes were completed with 

minimum loss of time between scheduled combat missions, and without any 

appreciable delay to routine inspection schedules. Causes of engine changes 

included metal in oil screens, excessive oil consumption and direct hits from 

enemy action. 

There was no loss of aircraft for the month. Airplane 42-72976, "Bomb 

Baby" had been grounded for combat duty since 1 September 1944, and was taken 

back to Hawaii on 26 October, Airplane No, 44-40302, "K-Lucy” was assigned to 

the squadron, bringing the total combat strength to twelve (12). 

A lecture on the proper use of miscellaneous equipment and the proper 

operation of engines and airplanes was conducted by the Engineering Section 

for all combat crew personnel. Points covered were: engine power setting, 

proper operation of aircraft both on the ground and in the air, fuel transfer, 

hydraulic system, and proper procedure for jettisoning equipment in 

emergencies. This lecture greatly benefited both the old and new combat crews, 

as questions asked during the lecture by various individuals definitely showed 

that operation of aircraft under combat conditions differs materially from 

instruction received by combat personnel prior to being assigned to this 

theater of operation. 

Constructive ideas submitted by maintenance personnel included a "home-

made” prop governor test stand. Propeller specialist T/Sgt Raby B. King built 

such a test stand out of salvaged parts, and thereby made possible check tests 

and minor repair on approximately half of the prop governors removed from 

airplanes, Depot service, 3,000 miles distant, had become a problem during 

heavy schedules of combat missions, 

 

COMMUNICATIONS 

Difficulties encountered during previous months largely remained with the 

section. Signal supply channels were still inadequate. All signal items on 

back order were cancelled by letter, 1045th Signal Company, dated 21 October 

1944. Rerequisitioning of all items was necessary, with resulting delay. 

28 Jack boxes on two airplanes were changed from Bc-1366 to BC-366, and the 

RC-36-B interphone was rewired into an RC-36A by Comm section personnel, to meet 

flying requirements as set up within this Group, This was depot repair work, but 

time was a determining factor prohibiting return to the depot, 
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Organizational History, 38th Bombardment Squadron (H), 30th Bombardment Group 

(H), APO 244, October 1944, Continued: 

Personnel shortages remained acute; however, radio maintenance men have 

been assigned to the squadron, now on D.S, enroute to join the organization. 

Of the six radio operators assigned to this section for further training, four 

have been placed on combat crews. A former combat man from the European 

theater, T/Sgt Morrison, has been assigned to this section until a combat crew 

vacancy exists. 

       RADAR 

During October, snooper missions were flown by radar-equipped planes with 

good results. On one mission the target was located in complete outline at a 

distance of 100 miles or more; on another mission a Japanese convoy was 

located at 93 miles. Greater tactical efficiency would result if more radar-

equipped planes were available. The low altitude radar bombsight, which has 

been proved effective for enemy shipping, has not yet been used in this 

theater. 

Facilities for receiving essential spare parts in the forward area 

remains a problem as in past months. Supply depots are either overrun with 

requests for supplies, or central organization is looking. An adequate basis 

for requisitioning in the forward area is yet to be worked out. 

       PHOTO 

Photographs were taken on nine (9) daylight missions, using at least four 

(4) cameras on all Group missions. The gunners assigned to the Photo Section 

for training flew most of these missions with good results. There seems, 

however, to be only one practical way to train photographers: let them fly on 

photographic missions and then point out their mistakes and answer their 

questions arising from actual experience. 

Two pieces of equipment essential to a photo section in this theater were 

acquired during October: a refrigerator (8 cu ft) for the storage of film and 

chemicals, and a 7.5 KW power plant. Spoilage of film during the past year due 

to lack of refrigeration has probably equaled the cost of the unit. The 

refrigerator was first ordered nearly a year ago. For the first time, film 

packs drawn from Air Corps Supply during October were properly packed for 

tropical weather. Fully 75% of the film and paper issued to the squadron, 

previously, was ruined by climatic conditions that this tropical pack could 

have averted. 

     ARMAMENT 

The Bombsight Field Service Box, long promised, was received during 

October. The box was complete and in good condition, and immediately put to 

use. 
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Organizational History, 38th Bombardment Squadron (H), 30th Bombardment Group 

(H), APO 244, October 1944, Continued: 

Two Armament personnel, T/Sgt Nagel and Cpl H.B. Anderson, turret 

specialists, returned to Hawaii to attend a four (4) weeks course in new 

turrets, new computing sights, and new developments on old products. 

ORDNANCE 

Ordnance work ran smoothly throughout the month without any noticable 

handicaps or changes. Approximately 99 tons of bombs were delivered during 

October. 

Cpl William J Dieter was seriously injured in the left elbow by a .30mm 

machine gun shell, fired from a gun he was helping repair in the shop. This 

was the first instance in the history of the section in which any individual 

had received major injury while working with ordnance material. Because of 

this accident, and others in the squadron, plans were laid for a series of 

lectures on "Safe Handling of Fire Arms" for all unit personnel. 

MEDICAL 

Three squadron personnel were seriously injured during the month. S/Sgt 

Szymanski received a gunshot wound in the leg due to enemy action (see 

OPERATIONS). Cpl Dieter was wounded in the left elbow while repairing a 

machine gun (see ORDNANCE). PFC Edward T Bullock fell from a truck and 

received a skull fracture and laceration of the left chest. S/Sgt Szymanski 

was evacuated to Hawaii; Cpl Dieter and Pfc Bullock are recovering in the 

station hospital. 

At mid-month the entire squadron area was sprayed with DDT by the 

Medical Section. The area has been oiled daily, and there has been a marked 

decrease in mosquitoes. There were no Dengue Fever cases during October. 

At the end of one year of service overseas a weight check of the 

squadron was made. It was found that the average weight loss was 13.3 pounds. 

MESS 

The mess situation for October was definitely improved. Near the end of 

the month fresh meat, vegetables, fruits, and dry cereal were available. This 

was the first fresh meat issued on the island since we arrived on August 8th. 

One issue of chicken was also made available. The squadron continued to use 

its buying power in Hawaii to increase the supply of spices and condiments. A 

shipment of hamburger was received on the Group plane and the meat was in 

good condition. Eggs and celery from Hawaii supplemented the island issue. 

However, the squadron fund is about exhausted and unless the fresh food 

continues to come through quartermaster issue the mess will drop to its 

previous low level. 
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Organizational History, 38th Bombardment Squadron (H), 30th Bombardment Group 

(H), APO 244, October 1944, Continued: 

Tables were constructed for both the officers’ and enlisted men’s mess 

halls, and the mess tents enlarged. This was the first time since arrival on 

the island that all personnel could sit down to eat; previously "standing" 

tables were used. Due to contemplated move to the other side of the island no 

further improvements were made in the mess area or kitchen. 

With improved island roads, the feeding of noon mess on the line was 

discontinued. By actual trial it was found that no great amount of time was 

saved. This change had a marked effect on the attitude and morale of the 

enlisted men concerned; food was served under more pleasant and sanitary 

conditions, and return to the squadron area seemed to break up the monotony of 

a full day on the line. 

The squadron holiday (see GENERAL notes) centered more or less around the 

mess hall as an excellent breakfast was served an hour later than usual; dinner 

was out of the ordinary, including one free cold beer; and supper was unusual in 

that eggs were served to allow some free time for mess personnel. 

Flight rations remained much the same as in September, with some improve- 

ment promised for the near future. Hard boiled eggs added to the flight rations 

brought many favorable comments. 

Cpl Skinner was relieved from duty in the mess hall and assigned to care 

of the generator plants. His sole duty will be to maintain these generators and 

make necessary wiring repairs in the area. 

INFORMATION and EDUCATION 

The first concrete explanation of what was desired in this field was 

received from higher headquarters during October, and data was obtained. Semi-

weekly talks were instituted. Five meetings were held during the month with 

fair attendance. On Tuesday nights problems directly involving the men were 

discussed, and at Friday night meetings a weekly summation of the news was 

given. Nightly summaries of the news were given in the theater area. 

Maps of all key theaters of operation are on display at the radio and 

engineering sections, and are available for the day-room when wall conditions 

permit. A detailed situation map is maintained on the Operations-Intelligence 

bulletin board. 

SPECIAL SERVICE & P.X. 

31 shows were given during the month with a marked increase in good, new 

pictures. Squadron personnel were able to attend the Betty Hutton camp show in 

the hospital area. A fine variety of recordings were available for use in the 

theater area before the shows started. Beer ration was on the basis of one case 

per man per month. Total PX sales amounted to $3,996.20. 
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Organizational History, 38th Bombardment Squadron (H), 30th Bombardment Group 

(H), APO 244, October 1944, Continued: 

GENERAL ITEMS 

On the night of October 1st, high winds swept the island. The Officer's 

Club tent was blown down, and several other tents would have collapsed if 

personnel had not gotten out of bed and re-staked their tents during the wind 

and rain. No personnel were injured or property destroyed. 

The Officer's Club was rebuilt, and officially opened on October 22nd 

with Colonel Miller, and a group of nurses from the station hospital, as 

guests. 

On the same night a squadron alert was called when a hand grenade 

exploded in the area. The special system of area guards (planned in September) 

was put into effect quickly and without confusion, proving the workability of 

our system of area defense. 

By far the most unique experience of the month was a "squadron holiday." 

First planned as a picnic on the opposite side of the island with sports the 

main event, it was later decided to remain in the squadron area. All squadron 

operations ceased for the day and everyone excepting the cooks (see MESS 

notes) were free to do as they pleased. Transportation was provided for those 

who wanted to go swimming, or on a tour to see the island. But mostly, the 

squadron rested. A definite lift in morale was noted in all sections, and the 

days program was considered the most worthwhile that could have been planned. 
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Organizational History, 38th Bombardment Squadron (H), 30th Bombardment 

Group (H), VII Bomber Command, Seventh Air Force, Army Air Forces, 

Pacific Ocean Areas, APO 244. 

1 November 1944 - 30 November 1944 

1. Date of arrival and departure from each at each station in this theater:  

Negative. 

2. Losses in action: 

Combat losses, negative. 

Sgt Haymond E Beam, 17136516, combat crew member, was killed on 

1 November, 1944, by 45 caliber gunshot wound incurred while 

cleaning his weapon. 

3. Awards and decorations: 

The following awards for combat missions completed wore presented on 

1 November 1944. 

Capt Lamm, Louis J 0724440          5th OLC to AM 

Capt Haysel, George H 0350159          AM 

1st Lt Barker, Paul V 0727382          2nd OLC to AM 

lot Lt Byrne, James F 0669193          5th OLC to AM 

1st Lt Oarlock, Carlton P   01010376          AM 

1st Lt Seller, Sherman £ 0664320          2nd OLC to AM and EFC 

lot Lt Massey, Holman 0 0663763          3rd OLC to AM 

1st Lt Romig, Dale V 0745942          1st OLC to DFC and 4th 

OLC to AM let Lt Todd, Hebert V 065977 5         2nd OLC & 3rd OLC to AM 

1st Lt Wagner, Paul S 0740986          2nd OLC & 3rd OLC to AM 

2nd Lt Arshack, Isadora 0712475          AM 

2nd Lt Christian, Wilson 0690164          AM, 1st OLC to AM and 

DFC 2nd Lt Cook, Benjamin R 0806624          AM 

2nd Lt Core, William V 0756183          AM 

2nd Lt Craig, Leroy R 0762459          3rd OLC to AM 

2nd Lt Dodd, Frederick C 0685297          DFC and 2nd OLC to AM 

2nd Lt Duffy, Edward A Jr    0702025          AM 

  2nd Lt Gelinas, Richard J    0752330       3rd OLC to AM 

2nd Lt Gordon, Keith P 0768070        AM and 1st OLC to AM 

2nd Lt Grotenhuis, Stanton V 0761079       AM 

2nd Lt Gump, Eugene R 0758803        AM, 1st OLC to AM and DFC 

   2nd Lt Harms, Melvin K 0701596        AM 

2nd Lt Helmers, Earl V 07063860       AM 

2nd Lt Kidder, James 0685483        AM, lot OLC to AM and DFC 
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Organizational History, 38th Bombardment Squadron (H), 30th 

Bombardment Group (H), APO 244, November 1944. 

Awards and Decorations: Cont’d 

2nd Lt Koivisto, Armas W 0707278 AM 

2nd Lt McBride, Richard E 0787599 DFC and 2nd ODC to AM 

2nd Lt Miller, Howard G 0696708 DFC and 2nd OLC to AM 

2nd Lt Porter, Leonard V Jr 0693403 AM 

2nd Lt Reavey, William A Jr 0700660 AM 

2nd Lt Rodgers, John J 0688467 3rd OLC to AM 

2nd Lt Scott, Jerome L 0760515 AM and 1st OLC to AM 

2nd Lt Swancutt, Samuel F 0708380 AM 

2nd Lt Swenson, Iver R 0692091 DFC and 2nd OLC to AM 

2nd Lt Thompson, Franklin B 0702984 AM, 1st OLC to AM and DEC 

2nd Lt West, Charles L 0702080 AM 

2nd Lt Woloz, Harold 0762030 AM 

F/O    Skinner, John F T-2532 AM and 1st OLC to AM 

T/Sgt Cagney, Joseph K 31115398 3rd OLC to AM 

T/Sgt Carroll, William T 39271962 AM, 1st OLC to AM and DEC 

T/Sgt Celebi, Jamas 32744583 AM, 1st OLC to AM and DEC 

T/Sgt DePuma, Julio 32690405 DFC and 2nd OLC 10 AM 

T/Sgt Dorsey, Frank T 39150140 AM 

T/3gt Evans, Leonard J 33072706 1st OLC to AM 

T/Sgt Gardner, Melvin M 32244033 3rd OLC to AM 

T/Sgt Stansberry, Clifford 13128850 AM 

T/Sgt Verescak, Micheal V 33505575 AM 

T/Sgt Williams, Ralph F 34439189 3rd OLC to AM 

S/Sgt Baldwin, Robert W 39329020 AM 

S/Sgt Benedetto, Frank R 32634817 AM 

S/Sgt Bodi, Steve 16050797 3rd OLC to AM 

S/Sgt Broermann, Frank D 36015035 AM 

S/Sgt Browning, John R 16129804 AM 

S/Sgt Denson, Thomas W Jr 34571557 1st, 2nd,3rd OLC to AM & DFC 

S/Sgt Evans, Martin E 17017586 AM 

S/Sgt Gilbride, Thomas V 32830910 AM and 1st OLC to AM 

S/Sgt Hagan, Joseph M 35303643 3rd, 4th and 5th OLC to AM 

S/Sgt Hostetter, Harry R 20481967 AM 

S/Sgt Hunnicutt, Donald E 16075390 DFC and 2nd OLC to AM 

S/Sgt Jones, Randle C 39284695 AM and 1st OLC to AM 

S/Sgt Kinnaman, John V 20522891 DFC and 2nd OLC to AM 

S/Sgt Kopp, William L 12201799 DFC and 2nd OLC to AM 

S/Sgt Martin, Robert M 37051894 AM 

S/Sgt Mullen, John J 33578593 DFC and 2nd OLC to AM 

S/3gt Palma, Joseph 19126274 AM 

3/Sgt Paysnick, Hyman 31164511 3rd OLC to AM 

S/Sgt Popp, John 36217641 AM and 1st OLC to AM 

S/Sgt Repine, Clarence E    20625241 AM 

S/Sgt Shahhein, George S Jr    31326832 AM 

S/Sgt Smay, Charles H    13089901 3rd,4th.OLC.to.AM.&1st.OLC DFC 
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Awards and Decorations, Cont’d 

S/Sgt Wason, Austin B 

S/Sgt Wengle, William A 

11113721 

36577327 

3rd OLC to AM  

AM 

S/Sgt Wyland, Charles J 13157400 AM, 1st OLC to AM and DFC 

S/Sgt Yoder, Harvey C 13063134 AM, 1st OLC to AM and DFC 

S/Sgt Zielinski, Anthony H 1205540® AM, 1st OLC to AM and DEC 

Sgt Armstrong, Gerald V 37622815 AM 

Sgt Chenery, Richard J 37574513 AM and 1st OLC to AM 

Sgt Daniel, James A 14047663 AM 

Sgt Greene, Daryle L 38512511 AM 

Sgt Langley, Hiram G Jr 34509780 AM 

Sgt Lee, Edward V 35769895 AM 

Sgt Matthew, Elvin A 37704778 AM 

Sgt Moore, George A 37704791 AM and 1st OLC to AM 

Sgt Nelson, Lloyd G 12075772 AM 

Sgt Neuner, Maron A 32671282 All 

Sgt Tanner, Irvin F Jr 33634794 AM 

Sgt Templeton, Clifton E 35771924 AM 

Cpl Douglas, Thomas E Jr 34766136 AM 

Cpl Richar, Earl 32674184 AM 

Pvt Hoffman, Jack E 39271987 AM 

Bronze Star Medal award: 
  

Sgt Brock, Edgar W 19039488 Bronze Star Medal. 

4. Organization: 

Negative. 

5. Personnel Strength: 

1 November 1944  

Officers  103  

W/O        1 

F/O   1 

EM  448 

30 November 1944  

Officers 109 

W/O 1 

F/O 2 

EM 463 

6. Airplane Strength: 

1 November 1944 

B-24J 12 

CB-24D   1 

30 November 1944  

B-24J     12 

CB-24D     1 

B-24L       2 

7. Airplane Losses: 

Negative. 
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Bombardment Group (H), VII Bomber Command, Seventh Air Force, Army 

Air Forces, Pacific Ocean Areas, APO 244. 

 

 

Group (H), VII Bomber Command, Seventh Air Force, 
1 November 1944 - 30 November 1944 

Narrative: 

The chief objective for the 38th Bombardment Squadron (B) during the 

first part of the month was to destroy the enemy's effort to reinforce her 

bases in the Bonin and Kazan islands; i.e., to attack and destroy enemy 

convoys and shipping entering the harbors of Chichi Jima, Haha Jima and Iwo 

Jima, But during the middle of the month, after the enemy discovered that 

Superfortresses which were hitting her homeland were based on Saipan, they 

started counter-measures which consisted of high level bombing and low-level 

strafing attacks against the B-29’s based on Saipan. It was then that our 

efforts were centralized against airfields from which their aircraft could 

attack this base. High altitude daylight bombing missions, and one night 

snooper mission, were flown against airfields on Iwo Jima with the primary 

purpose of destroying enemy aircraft on the ground and air installations. Also 

with the purpose of protecting the Saipan base against attack from Japanese 

bases within range, 1 armed-reconnaissance mission was flown against Woleai. 

Of the 11 missions completed during the month, 3 were completed as 

shipping strikes, 5 attacks were made on airfields and installations at Iwo 

Jima, 1 armed-reconnaissance mission was flown against Woleai, 1 night snooper 

mission (1 A/P) was flown to Iwo Jima, and 1 training mission (for 1 A/P) was 

flown to Pagan Island to initiate a newly assigned combat crew. 

A total of 89 airplanes reached assigned targets, dropping 42 tons of 

bombs on shipping and 105 tons on ground installations. Interception was met 

on 5 missions with diminishing strength throughout the month. No damage was 

received from interceptors and no enemy aircraft were shot down by our 

gunners. (1-footnote). Antiaircraft fire over Iwo Jima was generally meager 

and inaccurate to accurate; 6 airplanes received minor damage from AA 

fragments on the first mission of the month. On shipping strikes, antiaircraft 

fire was generally meager and inaccurate. A total distance of 12,318 statute 

miles was flown on all missions. 

Bombing results were excellent on the first missions of the month; 

ground targets were hit with well over 90% accuracy. Our Commanding Officer 

and Bombardiering Officer worked on the idea of using the hand held sight 

instead of the regular bomb-sight in the "determination of horizontal dist-

ance" as described in Aids to Bombardiers (para 8, page 15, Confidential Order 

No. CO-11-30-2, dated 30 October 1943). The use of the hand-held sight 

(1)   0n Iwo Jima mission of 27 November, P-38 fighters escorted our bombers 

over the target, and shot down 1 enemy interceptor. This is the first 

time our squadron has had fighter escort on any bombing mission. 
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Organizational History, 38th Bombardment Squadron (H), 30th Bombardment 

Group (H), VII Bomber Command, Seventh Air Force, Army Air Force, Pacific 

Ocean Areas, APO 244, November 1944. 

Narrative, Continued: 

Gives a more flexible approach angle to the bomb run. With the regular sight 

an approach of only 35o can be made, whereas with the hand-held sight an 

 Approach of 90o or greater can be used. Among the advantages of this system 

are confusion of the enemy as to our actual bomb run, and the evasion of 

anti-aircraft fire. It is also a definite aid in determining the Initial 

Point with a minor margin of error. 

On 2 shipping strikes, 1 freighter was set afire by a direct hit, 1 

lugger was sunk, and 2 luggers were probably sunk. Unfortunately, the last 4 

missions of the month were very poor and brought the proficiency record down 

considerably. Weather was responsible for inaccurate bombing on 3 missions 

and a mechanical failure of the A.F.C.E. on the load airplane caused in- 

accuracy on another. A mission planned for 20 November was first postponed 

due to weather conditions, and was later cancelled entirely. 

 

Cameras were carried on 9 missions during the month and excellent 

results were obtained.  

SQUADRON GROUND ACTIVITY 

In many respects, November was hardly distinguishable from the 

preceding month in essential squadron activity. Nearly every department 

operated efficiently with few problems or changes. Yet it was difficult for 

squadron personnel to realize that their stay on Saipan had been as long as 

on either of the previous bases. The tempo of work, change from rainy to 

dryer season, the presence of enemy snipers on the island, the arrival of B—

29 Superfortresses on the island, and during November 7 alerts with enemy 

planes being shot down (a new experience for ground personnel), had 

furnished more diversion than on previous bases—and more details, more work. 

But by the end of October and through November the squadron had settled down 

to near routine again.  

One change was evident. Near month’s end, airplanes and squadron 

service departments on the line were moved from Isley Field No.l to Isley 

Field No.2, to make way for the Superfortresses. This change was 

accomplished without loss in maintenance efficiency or delay of missions. 

Plans were laid for movement of the bivouac area to a new area near airfield 

No.2, but no major action was taken other than lending assistance to the 

Engineering unit who were preparing the area. 

PERSONNEL 

3 combat crews were assigned to the squadron during November (Lt 

Jarvis, Lt Janeski, and Lt Lee), and 3 additional combat radar men were 

assigned. 
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Organizational History, 38th Bombardment Squadron (H), 30th Bombardment 

Group (H), VII Bomber Command, Seventh Air Force, Army Air Forces, Pacific 

Ocean Areas, APO 244, November 1944. 

Narrative, Continued: 

Lt Craig and crew completed 40 missions and returned to the states. Major 

Lamm, Commanding Officer, Lt Romig, Operations Officer, and Captain Byrne, 

Squadron Bombardiering Officer completed their missions during November, and 

the latter two returned to the states.  

3 combat crews returned to Hawaii on rest leave during the month. 

S/Sgt Michael Antonelli returned to the United States on an emergency 

furlough. Several ground personnel returned to the squadron from extended 

vacations in Hawaii, having been held there by lack of transportation. 

Lt Holman Massey assumed duties as Squadron derations Officer on 22 

November, relieving Lt Romig. Lt Charles Delanoy became Squadron Bombardier- 

ing Officer, relieving Captain Byrne, on the same date. 

INTELLIGENCE 

Of the 10 combat and 1 training missions flown during the month, 5 were 

briefed by the 38th Squadron. 3 new crews were indoctrinated in the use of 

combat POF's, and were given lectures on censorship in this theater. All 

combat personnel attended a lecture on "Survival Intelligence" for the Nanpo 

Shotos. 

PHOTO 

Processing of all aerial photographs are now being handled by the 71st 

Service Group. During November a small laboratory was built in the tent area 

to handle processing of photographs for squadron history and jpublic 

relations; this is the first time the squadron has had a photo laboratory 

since arrival at Saipan early in August. 

ENGINEERING 

None of our aircraft were damaged during the daylight enemy raid of 

November 26th when both No.l and No.2 airfields were strafed in low level 

attack. 

Two new B-24L airplanes were received near the end of the month, 

bringing total combat strength to 14 airplanes. Additions: A/P NO. 44-41475, 

and No. 44-41578. 
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Organizational History, 38th Bombardment Squadron (H), 30th Bombardment Group 

(H), VII Bomber Command, Seventh Mr Korea, Army Air Forces, Pacific Ocean 

Area, APO 244, November 1944. 

Narrative, continued: 

ARMAMENT 

The entire squadron went through a gas chamber improvised by the 

Chemical Warfare section in order to test servicability and adjustment of 

newly issued light-weight gas masks. 

COMMUNICATIONS 

During the month difficulty was experienced with crosstalk in B-24J No. 

44-40617 and also in the two new B-24L’s No. 44-41578 and 44*41475. The 

problem had not been solved by maintenance personnel at month’s end. 

2 new combat radio operators were assigned to the section for further 

training. Shortage in section personnel was relieved somewhat by the addition 

of 2 radio mechanics, 1 radio operator, and 1 teletype operator. 

  RADAR 

The tactical efficiency of the squadron by the addition of the 2 new B-

24L model airplanes. These planes contain new and modified radar equipment 

which will be a significant aid to search, navigation and radar bombing. 

Previously the squadron had 1 airplane with recent-type radar equipment. 

An extensive training program for bombardiers, navigators and radar 

operators was being set up at month’s end, and will be included in the 

December history. 

MESS 

There was no significant change in the food situation from that reported 

a month ago. The squadron holiday, planned for Thanksgiving, was postponed 

until Saturday due to preparation for a combat mission. On this occasion the 

mess personnel provided particularly fine meals, and cold beer was served 

with the noon meal, as reported for the squadron holiday in October. 

MEDICAL 

On November 1st the squadron’s only death loss for the month occurred 

when Sgt Raymond E Beam, ASN 17136516, accidently shot himself while cleaning 

his 45 caliber weapon. 

Lt Bates, Assistant Dentist of the 30th Bombardment Group, was tempor-

arily assigned to this squadron to help catch up on the back-log of dental 

work needed In the squadron* 
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Organizational History, 38th Bombardment Squadron (H), 30th Bombardment Group 

(H), VII Bomber Command Seventh Air Force, Army Air Forces, Pacific Ocean 

Areas, APO 244, November 1944. 

Narrative, continued: 

Bombing and strafing attacks by the Japanese during the month was 

responsible for a few cases of “war nerves” reporting to sick call. As a 

whole the reaction of the men to those attacks was good. No combat casualties 

occurred during the month, and there were no cases of flying fatigue. 

GENERAL 

Squadron P.X. sales for the month amounted to $4,232.19. A total of 552 

cases of beer were made available to the squadron. The theater operated every 

night, with a number of outstanding pictures, and always a filled “house." 

A soft-ball league consisting of all the squadrons of the Group, Croup 

Headquarters and VII Bomber Command was started during the month. With this 

report, 38th Bomb Squadron leads the league with 3 wins in 3 starts. 

During the latter part of the month plans were laid and construction 

started for a considerable enlarged recreation room or "club" for enlisted 

men of the squadron (18’ x 60’). Due to the uncertain length of time the 

squadron would stay in the present area, all construction was made in 

portable sections. 

With the close of a year’s service in the forward area, expressions of 

appreciation were received from higher headquarters. 
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Organizational History, 38th Bombardment Squadron (B), 30th Bombardment Group 

(H), VII Bomber Command, Seventh Air Force, Army Air Forces, Pacific Ocean 

Areas, APO 244. 

1 December 1944 - 31 December 1944 

1. Date of arrival at and departure from each station occupied in this theater: 

Negative. 

       2. Losses in action: 

Negative. 

       3. Awards and decorations: 

Negative. 

4. Organization: 

Negative. 

5. Personnel Strength: 

1 December 1944: 

109 Officers 

1 W/O 

2 F/O 

463 Enlisted Ken 

31 December 1944: 

109 Officer. 

1 W/O 

1 F/O 

447 Enlisted Men 

6. Airplane Strength: 

1 December 1944: 

12 B-24J’s 

2 B-24L’s 

1 CB-24D 

31 December 1944: 

   12 B-24J’s 

2 B-24L’s 

1 CB-24D 

7. Airplane Losses: 

Negative. 
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Organizational History, 38th Bombardment Squadron (H), 30th Bombardment Group 

(H), VII Bomber Command, Seventh Air force, Army Air Forces, Pacific Ocean 

Areas, APO #244. 

1 December 1944 - 31 December 1944 

Narrative: 

Continuing the objective set for the squadron during the latter half of 

November, combat missions for December concentrated on the destruction of 

aircraft and aircraft installations on Iwo Jima, key enemy base of the Kazon 

Group. This objective was to be accomplished by high altitude daylight strikes 

and night snooper missions. Secondary objective for the squadron was the 

indoctrination of new combat crews assigned during the month. 

The schedule of missions flown during December equaled the exceptionally 

heavy schedule flown during September— more than in any other months of over-

seas duty. But unlike September, cloud cover obscured the targets; bombs were 

dropped by radar with little opportunity to observe bomb damage. 

Of the twenty-two (22) missions flown, 7 were Group missions against Iwo 

and Chichi Jima, 9 were night snooper missions against Iwo Jima, 1 was an 

armed-reconnaissance mission to Marcus; 1 navigational escort for fighter 

planes of the 318th Fighter Group, and 4 training missions for new combat 

crews (1-footnote). 

119 airplanes were assigned to these missions, of which 96 reached 

assigned targets, dropping 159 tons of bombs, and flying a total distance of 

28,231 statute miles (10,775 s.m. on Group missions). 

Weather conditions during December placed unprecedented emphasis on 

radar bombing in this squadron. Radar was used in locating the target on 14 

out of 17 major missions (2*footnote); and observation of bombing results 

suffered proportionally. AA fire was reported on 3 missions; airborne enemy 

fighters were reported on three (3) missions, but attacked only once. No 

damage to aircraft or personnel was suffered. 

One mission of particular navigation interest was performed on December 

19th. On return from bombing Iwo Jima, a search mission was conducted; the 

pattern was parallel search, the method was straight dead reckoning. 

(1) Special Training missions were flown to Pagan Island on December 2nd, 3rd, 

12th, and 17th, with 18 airplanes participating.  

(2) In addition: A mission scheduled for 4 December was first postponed, then 

cancelled. Mission for December 7th was postponed to the 8th; squadron 

airplanes did not find the target due to weather and radar malfunction. 

On December 26th, mission to Marcus was abortive for the same reasons. 

The navigational escort mission of 31 December turned back before 

reaching the target, due to weather. 
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Organizational History, 38th Bombardment Squadron (H), APO £244, December 1944, 
continued: 

When bombing is done by radar the navigator has a new role to play. Weather 
conditions are often such that no navigational technique other than radar can be 
used. The navigator has a radar scope and the best understanding of drift; 
consequently it has become the practice of this squadron that the navigator shall 
direct the heading of the airplane all the way to the bomb release point. 

38th Bombardment Squadron (H) first experimented with radar bombing in July 1944 
when bad weather was encountered over the Truk Islands. At that time the squadron had 
only 1 radar airplane (SCR 717 A LAB). Lt Glenn McCann’s radar trained crew (LAB) had 
come to the squadron at mid-June. Around this nucleus of one radar crew and plane, 
experimentation was conducted. At the suggestion of Col. Miller, Group Commander, a 
radar bombing demonstration was given on July 24th, proving the effectiveness of 
radar bombing. Lt. Charles Delanoy, bombardier, then prepared instructions for the 
training of other radar crews. In November 1944, 2 additional radar airplanes were 
assigned to the squadron and flown by crews trained in the use of 717 radar equipment 
by Lt Delaney’s instructions. Materials prepared by Lt Delanoy were incorporated in 
30th Bomb Group Operational Memo No. 44-15, "Technique and Study of Bombing by use of 
SCR 717B Radar Equipment,” dated 26 November 1944, and credited in its entirety to Lt 
John E Ainsworth, 819th Bomb Squadron (H). 

 

       PHOTO 

Although cameras were carried on all missions during the month, photos were 
taken on only 4 missions due to severe weather conditions over the targets. At no 
time during the month was Iwo Jima suitable for photographing.  

One successful radar mission on Iwo Jima was photographed, December 30th. The 
camera used was rebuilt from a K-24, mounted approximately 12” from the scope image. 
Pictures were taken at intervals of 100, 50, and 10 miles. Camera was designed by 
S/Sgt Temple and built by S/Sgts Temple and Evans, squadron photo technicians. These 
pictures were the first of their kind to be taken in the 30th Bombardment Group (H). 
A detailed discussion of this type of photography, with drawings and photos will be 
included in the January report. 

Demands for ground photography were heavy during December, including special 
reports, combat crews, development of the new living area and section development on 
the line. One (1) K-22 body and 2-12” cones for 1-22 cameras were issued the section 
this month. On December 27th a special report covering observations and lessons 
learned by the Photo section during their first year’s operation in the Central 
Pacific was submitted to the Group Photo Officer.  

 
 
 
 
 
      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   -3- 

CONFIDENTIAL 



 

C O N F ID E N T I A L 

Organizational History, 38th Bombardment Squadron (H), APO #244. December 1944, 

continued: 

         ENGINEERING 

Activity in this department was largely routine. Lack of fighter interception 

and AA fire on missions reduced maintenance work to inspections and minor repair. 

However engineering personnel along with other sections were kept busy with the 

preparation of the new living area near Isely Field No.2, and with moving individual 

sections about "on the line.” Quonset huts were set up to house Tech Supply; 

Electrical equipment; Armament and Communications; and Radar and Ordnance. These huts 

were constructed after line equipment had been moved to Isely #2 and set up in tents, 

thus requiring an additional move. 

Lt Newkirk prepared a special report emphasizing the importance of having mobile 

airplane line equipment, and showing how standard equipment has been modified and 

supplemented to meet conditions in the forward area, 

 

RADAR 

No unusual difficulties were encountered during December other than the 

condition of radar equipment in the new B-24L airplanes. These planes arrived 

(November) with radar in very poor condition. Discrepancies and irregularities were 

corrected by radar personnel of the squadron. 

The 717B and C type search radar has proven to be of much greater tactical value 

than any previous installation. Operators have been able to locate islands as remote 

as 145 miles. Transmitting stations for the long range navigation equipment have been 

erected. Eventually all airplanes will be equipped with the Loren system and 

navigators will be able to home on these stations from a distance of 1200 miles. 

ORDNANCE 

Although this squadron has never had trouble with short rounds of ammunition 

causing malfunctions in the firing of guns, during the month of December, 12 T1E4 and 

18 T13 Short Round Devices were installed on Martin, Sperry, Nose, and waist guns of 

airplanes in the squadron. These devices are supposed to catch all short rounds and 

feed them into the gun, thus preventing any possible malfunctions. It was found that 

the TUA type was the better of the two devices, as the T13 caused some difficulty in 

closing the cover on the guns’ cover groups. The T13 device will be replaced by the 

T1E4 at a later date. These are Ordnance installations. 

TRANSPORTATION 

Since coming overseas the number of combat crews in the squadron has increased 

from 12 to 17 (December), but no additional transportation has been added. It is 

frequently necessary to use the squadrons four 2 1/2 -ton trucks plus 2 weapon 

carriers to carry combat crews. 3 to 4 trucks are required to transport ground 

personnel to and from the line. Requirements for transporting 
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Organizational History, 38th Bombardment Squadron (9), 30th Bombardment Group (H), 

APO #244, December 1944, continued: 

personnel, hauling supplies, water, laundry, and trash often conflict with one 

another. And since the truck companies of the 71st Service Group have broken up, 

the transportation section finds it impossible to supply the demanded number of 

vehicles. Experience suggests that two (2) additional 2 1/2 -ton trucks should be 

added as organizational equipment for Heavy Bombardment squadrons of this size. 

Maintenance during December included a 6,000 mile inspection of all vehicles. 

Total loss of vehicle-time available to various sections, resulting from necessary 

repair during the month, amounted to 61 days. 

MEDICAL 

Three (3) squadron men were admitted to the 369th Station Hospital during the 

month. Lt Howard G Miller fractured both bones in his lower left leg while sliding 

into second base in a soft-ball game. He was later evacuated to Oahu, and upon 

discharge from there will return to the states. Lt Miller, co-pilot for Lt Dodd, 

had completed 38 combat missions. Cpl John Davis was admitted to the hospital with 

a fractured wrist on Christmas Eve. He was discharged to quarters three days later. 

M/Sgt James E Gannon was admitted to the hospital with pneumonia. He will return to 

duty about mid-January. 

T/Sgt Ted Richards was permanently grounded during the month. He was suffering 

from Flying Fatigue brought about by a crash landing after enemy interception 

during November. All other members of his crew returned to flying. 

PERSONNEL 

Major Louis J Lamm was relieved of command on 13 December 1944, after 

completing 40 combat missions in this theater. Captain Wilber E Dehne assumed 

command the same day. Captain Dehne came to the Central Pacific with the squadron 

as pilot of one of the original 12 combat crews. 

3 combat crews completed forty missions and returned to the states. (Lt Runge 

and crew, Lt Dodd and crew, Lt Craig and crew, and Lt Wagner, pilot). 2 combat 

crews returned to Hawaii on rest leave (Lt Porter and Housknecht)* 2 new crews were 

assigned to the squadron (Lt McLean and Lt Russell). 

 

Lt Gill T/Sgt L.J Evans, Pvt Raymond Jenkins, and Pvt Carl Mashburn a11 

returned to the states on 30-day emergency furloughs. 11 Officers and 30 enlisted 

men wore transferred from the squadron; 13 Officers and 12 enlisted men were 

assigned to the squadron. 

No recommendations for awards were submitted, pending a new award policy. 

Flight Officer John F Skinner was promoted to temporary grade of 2nd Lt., AUS. 
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Organizational History, 38th Bombardment Squadron (H), APO #244, 

December 1944, continued: 

Captain George Haysel was appointed Assistant Operations Officer on December 

8th. Lt Peter S Thompson was assigned to the squadron from Group Headquarters, and 

was appointed Squadron Gunnery Officer and Assistant Operations Officer. Several 

changes were made in Flight Leaders, Navigators and Bombardiers for combat 

personnel. 

MESS 

Food issued the squadron did not improve during the month. Meals consisted 

mostly of “C” Rations and dehydrated vegetables. Fresh eggs were available for 3 

meals and fresh butter was more-or-less plentiful. Pork Chops were substituted for 

the expected Christmas turkey. Christmas was declared a holiday and handled similar 

to the holiday in October and November. 

GENERAL 

Special precautions were taken in anticipation of enemy attack during the 

holidays; the island was alerted on December 23rd, 25th and 26th. No damage to 

squadron property or personnel resulted from enemy raids either at the beginning or 

end of the month. 

Christmas mail arrived early this year, and in excellent condition. Although 

mail delivery was heavy up until Christmas, very few packages arrived after that 

date. There was a small amount of delay in first class mail. The great improvement 

over conditions around Christmas 1943 was felt throughout the squadron. 

Movies for the month were generally fair with numerous repeats of shows the 

squadron had seen before. 30 movies were shown. On one occasion a show was repeated 

for combat crews returning late from a mission. P.X. sales amounted to $14,768.33 

with some extra beer available for the holidays. 

Near month’s end the club for enlisted men was completed and opened for use. 

This proved to be a considerable factor in raising morale. During the last week of 

December a large air-cooler was secured through the Island P.X. For the first time 

since coming overseas squadron enlisted men were able to have cold beer from day to 

day. In many respects the present club-tent is a more inviting recreation center 

that squadron enlisted men have ever had, even while stationed at March Field, 

California. 
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 C O N F I D E N T I A L 

Organizational History, 38th Bombardment Squadron (H), 30th 
Bombardment Group (H), VII Bomber Command, Seventh Air 
Force, Army Air Forces, Pacific Ocean Areas, APO #244. 

1 January 1945 - 31 January 1945 

1. Date of arrival at and departure from each station occupied in this theater: 

Negative. 

2. Losses in action; 

Negative. 

3. Awards and decorations: 

Negative. 

4. Organization: 

Negative. 

5. Personnel Strength: 

1 January 1945: 

109 Officers 
1 W/O 

1 F/O 
447 Enlisted Men 

31 January 1945: 
 109 Officers 

 1 W/O 
4 F/O 

 457 Enlisted Men 

6. Airplane Strength: 

1 January 1945: 
   12 B-24J’s 

2  B24L’s      
1 CB-24D 

31 January 1945: 
11  B-24J's 

    4  B-24L’s 
    1  CB-24D 

7. Airplane Losses: 

Airplane No. 44-40550, B-24J, was transferred from this squadron 

to 27th Bombardment Squadron (H). 
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Organizational History, 38th Bombardment Squadron (H), 30th Bombardment Group (H), 
VII Bomber Command, Seventh Air Force, Army Air Forces, Pacific Ocean Areas, APO 
#244. 

1 January 1945 - 31 January 1945 

Narrative: 

As in the two preceding months, the squadron’s major objective for January was 
the destruction of aircraft and aircraft installations on Iwo Jima Island. This was 
carried out through high altitude, daylight bomb strikes and night snooper missions 
by individual airplanes. Secondary objectives included bombing of related targets 
and the indoctrination of new combat crews. 

A total of 19 missions were completed during the month with 104 airplanes 
reaching assigned targets and dropping 174 tons of bombs. 5 airplanes were reported 
abortive. A total mission-distance of 27,145 statute miles was flown during 
January. (1-footnote). 

5 high altitude, daylight missions and 10 night snooper missions were flown 
against the primary target of Iwo Jima, weather conditions remained unfavorable 
throughout the month and observation of bombing results was limited to a few 
missions. Interception was encountered over Iwo Jima on January 25th and January 
30th. Although no damage was received from these interceptors, on January 30th a 
new type of fighter opposition was observed: attacks were coordinated, aggressive, 
and flown in a pursuit curve. Antiaircraft fire was moderate and accurate on this 
mission; 4 of our airplanes received minor damage. 

1 training mission for 5 new combat crews was flown to Pagan Island on 
January 5th. 2 1/2 tons of bombs were dropped on 2 bomb runs. Additional training 
and indoctrination was given. (2-footnote). 

A high altitude, Group attack was made on the Truk Islands on January 13th. 
This was the only mission of the month on which our airplanes were accompanied by 
fighter escort. Bombing results were unobserved due to cloud cover. Navigational 
aid for the fighters escort was furnished by one of our squadron planes. During the 
month squadron planes also bombed Chichi Jima on 1 squadron mission, and Marcus 
Island on 1 armed-reconnaissance mission. 

On January 19th, 2 squadron airplanes searched 2| hours for survivors of a 
ditched B-24 of the 819th Bomb Sq (H). An expanding-square search plan was flown; 
no personnel were found. 

1-footnote: 75 airplanes on 7 Group and squadron missions flew a total of 10,328 
statute miles; 29 airplanes on 11 special missions (snooper, reconnaissance, 
training) flew a total of 27, 145 statute miles. 

2-footnote: Further details of training are noted under GUNNERY.  
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Organizational History, 38th Bombardment Squadron (H), 30th Bombardment Group (H), 
APO #244, January 1945, continued: 

Glide Bombing 

On the few visual runs that were made on Iwo Jima during January, accurate AA 
fire was encountered. Because of the damage inflicted on a few of our airplanes 
and damage incurred by other squadrons, bombing tactics were changed and glide 
bombing was inaugurated. 

After studying the possible errors, it was decided to schedule a practice 
mission and test out planned compensations designed to correct these errors. On 
January 17th, 1 airplane flew to Medinella Rock and dropped 7 500-lb incendiary 
bombs on several bomb runs. Results were satisfactory. Further tests were made by 
single airplanes on night snooper missions. Glide bombing tactics were used on the 
last 2 daylight missions to Iwo Jima during the month. Cloud coverage on the first 
mission prevented us from obtaining photographs of bomb results although oral 
reports were favorable. None of our planes were damaged. On January 30th, 
photographs revealed 90% of the bombs in the target area. 

 

2nd Lt Peter S Thompson was assigned to the squadron as a Gunnery and 
Assistant Operations Officer, in December, and during the remainder of that month 
and throughout January special attention was given to gunners on combat crews. 
Although the major work has been done outside of regular classes, 1 meeting was 
held in which the position and purpose of a Gunnery Officer was discussed with 
combat crews. 1 mission critique has been held so far; these meetings will be held 
after each mission on which some new problem or event arises affecting combat 
gunners. 

The Gunnery Officer is present on the line the morning after missions to 
supervise the cleaning and care of equipment, and to discuss the mission with the 
gunners. It is believed that, in general, more effective work can be done there 
than in the classroom. 

Training missions for new combat crews, mentioned in previous reports, have 
been expanded to make them as complete a simulation of strike conditions as 
possible. The Gunnery Officer flies on these missions with the new crews, or over 
the target on their first squadron mission. On training missions, strike 
conditions are simulated in formation flying; climbing to altitude; use of flak 
suits; and dropping of bombs. On the return trip the crew drops to 500’ and an 
air-to-water splash mission is carried out, in which individual gunners are 
checked for method and accuracy. Following the air-to-water gunnery the crew fly 
to 8,000’ and are intercepted by fighters from the Air Defense Command during 
which tracking, interphone procedure, and range estimation are checked. The ADC 
has been most co-operative in this phase of the training, both in furnishing 
fighter interception and in making any type of simulated attack desired. 
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Organizational History, 38th Bombardment Squadron (H), 30th Bombardment Group 

(H), APO #244, January 1945, continued: 

It is the policy of the Gunnery Officer to hold special briefings for 
gunners when the situation demands, rather than adding gunnery information to 
the regular Group briefing. Such a briefing was held for the Truk mission of 
January 13th, on which fighter escort was provided for our airplanes. 

Navigation and Radar 

Night missions this month were more frequent than ever. Radar navigation, 
therefore, played an increasingly important role. 

Installation of Loran equipment (AN/APN-4) on all squadron airplanes has 
been nearly completed. Each navigator received approximately 5 hours of ground 
instruction, and facility of operation has been speedily acquired in flight. 
All reports are favorable to the new equipment. 

The first B-3 driftmeter was installed during the month. This is something 
that combat navigators in this theater have been clamoring for during the last 
three years. Its arrival means that drift-reading will be much easier, but that 
navigators will have to revert to a less convenient method of obtaining ground 
speed. 

The sextant does not appear to be suffering an eclipse by these newer 
navigational aids. Its use will be less frequent, but our navigators report 
that they continue to rely heavily upon celestial navigation when in "tight 
spots". 

All airplanes in this squadron will eventually carry the SCR-718-A 
absolute altimeter; however, installation of racks and cabling has not as yet 
been completed by the 71st Service Group. 

Snooper and strike missions were successfully completed by SCR-717-B D/R 
bombing. Combat personnel are becoming increasingly familiar with the equipment 
on radar bomb runs. Coordination between the pilot, bombardier navigator and 
the radar operator is more complete, resulting in a greater percentage of bomb 
hits in the target area. 

Maintenance of radar equipment has been particularly heavy, partly due the 
increased night missions, and partly due to negligence of combat personnel in 
raising and lowering the spinner antenna. On one occasion the antenna release 
pins were not properly extracted; one of the hollow rods supporting the antenna 
system was ripped its full length, release pins were broken, and other 
essential parts were broken or bent beyond use. 

Intelligence 

Decrease In Group missions during January placed greater responsibility 
on squadron S-2 and S-3 officers. 19 missions were briefed by the squadron 
including 10 snooper and 5 strike missions. Unfavorable weather, however, 
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Organizational History, 38th Bombardment Squadron (H), 30th Bombardment Group 

(H), APO #244, January 1945, continued: 

held observations, sightings, photos, and mission reporting to a minimum. 
Likewise, material for public relation releases was particularly limited. 

5 new crews were given training in the use of P.O.F’s, censorship 
lectures, evasion and escape information. All combat crews were given training 
in aircraft recognition by the squadron. A 2-hour lecture on evasion, escape, 
and prisoner of war interrogation, given by MIS, was attended by all combat 
personnel. 

Ground Activity 

During January activity in all sections was largely routine. No unique 
experience or development was reported by maintenance personnel. Preparation 
for movement of the squadron to a new living area occupied major attention. The 
new area, located south of Charan Kanoa and the invasion beach, has been 
developed into the finest living area the squadron has occupied during overseas 
service. Adequate space, carefully planned arrangement of quarters and offices, 
combined with extensive work done by squadron personnel has made this a 
particularly fine location. The squadron moved into the new area on January 
27th. 

Due to lack of basic equipment (U-l photographic dark room), the photo 
section was again forced to build a laboratory for processing film and making 
prints. The photo section is now housed in a quonset hut shared by the Medical 
section. 

A new chemical defense plan was devised by the Chemical Warfare section to 
meet conditions in the new area. A new tank and hoses was installed on the M3A1 
decontamination truck, and now side boards were installed, replacing those 
which were rotting. Spare parts are still needed to complete the equipment. 

On movement to the new area the Officer’s Club was completely re-built, 
and the enlisted men’s dayroom was considerably improved. All tents have floors 
and low siding; a few have been screened in. Key offices and combat personnel 
are housed in quonset huts. 

During the move to the new area the squadron P.X. was closed only a short 
time, and shows were continuous throughout the month. A new theater booth had 
been erected, seats with backs built, and screen erected before squadron 
personnel moved into the area. To accommodate men coming from other nearby 
units, additional seats were built and a visitor’s section added to the 
theater. 

Personnel 

Captain George Haysel was appointed Squadron Operations Officer, 
relieving Lt Massey who had completed his combat missions. Other changes were 
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Organizational History, 38th Bombardment Squadron (H), 30th Bombardment Group 

(H), APO #244, January 1945, continued: 

made in combat flight officers.  

6 new combat crews were assigned to the squadron during the month: Lt’s 
Launsberry, Bennett, Pickens, Rucks, Griffin, and Hansen, 2 combat crews 
completed their 40 missions: Lt McCann and Lt Christian, 2 combat crews 
returned to Hawaii on rest leave.  

M/Sgt Backowski, S/Sgt Berger and Sgt Durand, all of the Armament 
section, returned to Hawaii for course work in computing sights and turrets, 
at the Hawaii Air Depot. 

S/Sgt Pailhe became section chief of the bombsight section after word 
was received that T/Sgt Saunders, former section chief who had been 
hospitalized with serious eye trouble, had been evacuated from Hawaii to the 
States, 

Sgt Hamilton and Pvt Monroe of the medical section were assigned to the 
30th Bomb Group (H) for special duty. Sgt Hamilton is assistant to the Group 
dentist; Pvt Monroe is pharmacist at the Group hospital. 

Medical 

M/Sgt Melvin Hotz was admitted to the Station Hospital on 13 January 
with lymphangitis. This was the only hospitalization case during the month. 

In addition to furnishing help in building the quonset hut for squadron 
Medical quarters, and the Group hospital, regular medical duties were per-
formed and an aid station was set up in the new living area within 2 hours 
after the squadron moved. 

Mess 

The quality of food issued by the Quartermaster improved notably during 
the month; fresh meat was served at least once per day, and fresh vegetables 
were supplied. By month’s end the quantity and quality of food was as good as 
could be expected and still be consistent with overseas duty. 

The new mess building affords ample space, and makes possible a separate 
mess for officers. Previously, due to loss of serving equipment on the move 
to this Island, an officer’s mess has not been possible. Necessary equipment 
(plates, cups, forks etc) were secured through bartering, as regular issue 
was not forthcoming. The building also affords adequate space for storage of 
supplies under lock and key. One end of the building has been used for a 
Squadron P.X. without crowding the dining hall. 

Several improvements in mess facilities were added through squadron 
effort. Fresh water was piped from the central storage tank to the mess-kit 
wash line, and also to the wash sinks in the kitchen. An outside water 
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Organizational History, 38th Bombardment Squadron (H), 30th Bombardment 

   Group (H), APO #244, January 1945, continued: 

heater was devised by the use of a tank and 3 immersion heaters, Bolling water 

from the heater is piped directly into the kitchen sinks. 

All mess tables have been covered with masonite and varnished; officers’ mess 

tables were painted white. All material for covering, painting and varnishing 

these tables was secured through bartering as no allowance for improvements were 

authorized by the constructing Engineers. 

A supply of ice has been given to the squadron each day by the Group ice 

plant; cold water and other cold drinks with meals are now possible. Improved mess 

conditions and better food has been an important factor in maintaining morale. 

General Items 

January marked the fourth anniversary of the squadron (Activated 15 January 

1941). Six enlisted men who were in the original cadre, or joined the unit within 

the first month after activation, are still in the squadrons M/Sgt’s Brown, Hotz, 

Small, Backowski; T/Sgt Cannafax, and Sgt Crawford. 

Cloud cover of enemy targets throughout December and January affected morale 

of ground personnel. The heavy addition of new combat crews, combined with 

uncertainty of bombing results because targets were so frequently covered with 

clouds raised a strong question of squadron effectiveness. The same cloudiness, 

however, obscured the full-moon and no enemy attacks were experienced during the 

later part of the month. 

Although the month's work was largely routine, additional work in preparing 

the new area was heavy. Only toward month's end did the entire squadron appreciate 

the benefits resulting from the work and the move. Nearness of the squadron to the 

line, and to an excellent beach, were being enjoyed as the month closed. 
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Organizational History, 38th Bombardment Squadron (H), 30th Bombardment Group (H), 
VII Bomber Command, Seventh Air Force, Army Air Forces, Pacific Ocean Areas, APO 
#244. 

1 February 1945 - 26 February 1945  

1. Date of arrival at and departure from each station occupied in this theater: 

Negative. 

2. Losses in action: 

S/Sgt Guadalupe L Garcia, ASN 36854202, received flesh wounds in left 
shoulder and arm and left hip, from flak, on mission to Iwo Jima, on 11 
February. Tail gunner Garcia was evacuated to Hawaii. 

3. Awards and decorations: 

See attached roster, page 2. 

4. Organization: 

Negative. 

5. Personnel Strength: 

1 February 1945: 

109 Officers 
1 W/O 
4 F/O 

457 Enlisted men 

26 February 1945: 
122 Officers 

         1 W/O 
4 F/0 

393 Enlisted men 

6. Airplane Strength: 

1 February 1945:                       26 February 1945: 
11 B-24J’s                            10 B-24J’s 
4 B-24L’s                             1 B-24L 
1 CB-24D                              1 CB-24D 
 

7. Airplane Losses: 

No airplane losses in combat. 4 radar equipped airplanes were transferred 
from the squadron near month’s end. 

(1) Data given here is correct for 26 February 1945; additional changes during 
February will be included in report for March. 
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Organizational History, 38th Bomb Sq (H), 30th Bomb Group (H). VII Bomber Command, 
Seventh AF, AAF, POA, APO #244, February 1945. 

ROSTER OF AWARDS 

The following Officers and Enlisted Men of squadron combat crews received awards 
indicated at a Group presentation held in the area on 26 February 45. 

Capt Wilber E. Dehne 0-1056253 5th OLC to AM 

2nd Lt Isadore (NMl) Arshack. 0-712475 1st OLC to AM 

2nd Lt Glenn W. Beatty 0-760231 AM  

2nd Lt Stanton W Grotenhuis 0-761079 1st OLC to AM 

2nd Lt Melvin K Harms 0-701596 1st OLC to AM 

2nd Lt Earl W. Helmers 0-706860 1st OLC to AM 

2nd Lt Edward L Ignotis 0-755352 AM j 1st OLC to AM 

2nd Lt Samuel F Swancutt 0-708380 1st OLC to AM 

1st Lt Charles W. Delanoy 0-669214 DFC, 2nd & 3rd OLC to AK 

T/Sgt Frank R. Benedetto 32634817 1st OLC to AM 

T/Sgt Micheal V Verescak 33505575 1st OLC to AM 

T/Sgt William A. Wengle 36577327 1st OLC to AM 

T/Sgt Ted Richards, Jr 39551494 AM  

S/Sgt Gerald V. Armstrong 37622815 1st OLC to AM 

S/Sgt Oscar E.L. Conner 38532976 AM, 1st OLC to AM 

S/Sgt Alfred C Hartley 37437135 AM  

S/Sgt Robert C. Harriff 13169755 AM, 1st OLC to AM 

S/Sgt Milton E Howard 37249978 AM  

S/Sgt Robert M. Martin 37051894 1st OLC to AM 

S/Sgt Elvin L. Matthews 37704770 1st OLC to AM 

S/Sgt Maron A Neuner 32671282 1st OLC to AM 

S/Sgt Bernard B. Temple 39229172 2nd OLC to AM 

AWARD OF PURPLE HEART 

General Orders No. 6, Headquarters VII Bomber Command APO #244, dated 19 February 
1945s 

Staff Sergeant Guadalupe L Garcia, 
Forces. For wounds received as a result in 
the Pacific Ocean Areas, 11 February 1945 

36854202, United States Army Air of enemy 
action during operations 1945. Residence 
at time of enlistment: Texas 
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Organizational History, 38th Bombardment Squadron (H), 30th Bombardment Group (H), 
VII Bomber Command, Seventh Air Force, Army Air Forces, Pacific Ocean Areas, APO 
#244, February 1945. 

Narrative: 1 

Major objective of the squadron during the month of February 1945 was the 
neutralization of air installations and ground positions on Iwo Jima and related 
bases, and to give close aerial support for naval operations and landing of ground 
forces on Iwo Jima on February 19th. From February 10th through 19th the squadron 
was placed on a special alert; airplanes were kept in continual readiness and eleven 
(11) missions were flown during the period. 

On 17 combat missions completed during the month, 88 airplanes reached assigned 
targets dropping 163 tons of bombs and flying a total mission-distance of 26,750 
statute miles. (Footnote 1). 6 airplanes were reported abortive. 

Four missions were of particular interest. On 11 February, squadron planes made 
their first medium-altitude attack on Iwo Jima; air burst (radio fuse) bombs were 
used with 75% of bombs falling in the assigned area. 5 airplanes received some 
damage from flak; S/Sgt Guadalupe Garcia, tail gunner on Lt Lee’s crew, received 
flesh wounds in the left arm and shoulder and left hip. This was the only combat 
casualty of the month. Interception from enemy fighters (the only interception of 
the month) occurred on the same mission: 3 fighters were sighted airborne, but only 
one pass was made at our airplanes. No damage was sustained. On February 13th, 
squadron planes made a medium altitude daylight attack against supplies and 
personnel on Haha Jima. On February 17th squadron planes made a low level bombing 
and strafing attack on Iwo Jima in support of naval shelling of that island. 20,000 
rounds of ammunition were expended against automatic weapons and on targets of 
opportunity. A special briefing for gunners had been held in preparation for this 
mission. For the early morning mission of 19 February, 9 squadron airplanes had been 
assigned to three other squadrons to participate in a low level bombing strike 
against ground positions on Iwo Jima. This attack was to immediately precede landing 
of ground forces. Four squadron planes bombed assigned targets with accuracy 
reported as excellent. 2 squadron planes (with 392nd Sq) arrived too late to bomb 
assigned targets as naval and marine forces were already approaching the beaches. 
Commendations for the Group and squadrons followed this period of intensive aerial 
activity. 

Footnote 1, 22 airplanes on 10 night snooper missions flew a total of 15,622 statute 
miles; 63 airplanes on 7 day missions flew 11,128 statute miles. These figures 
include mission of 19 Feb on which our airplanes were assigned to three other 
squadrons. No training missions were flown during the month. 
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Organizational History, 38th Bombardment Squadron (H), 30th Bombardment Group (H), 
VII Bomber Command, Seventh AF, AAF, POA, APO #244, February 1945, continued: 

During February, squadron navigators made increased use of Loran equipment. The 
method most extensively used was the crossing of a Loran L.O.P. by a sun line. This 
gives the navigator a quick and, most of the time, an accurate fix. It was noticed, 
however, that most navigators are reluctant to trust completely a fix obtained from 
the two stations in this area. This is due to the poor cut afforded by the only two 
sets of stations now available to them. 

The squadron gunnery officer was transferred to Group Headquarters early in the 
month, however he continued work with the squadron from that office. 

During the month two (2) squadron airplanes completed their 100th mission. These 
airplanes were among the 12 B-24’s that came to the Central Pacific with the squadron 
in October 1943. Airplane No. 42-72974, “Punjab” completed the 100th mission on 
February 15th; No 42-72973, “Come Closer” completed the 100th mission on February 
19th. 

GROUND ACTIVITY 

For ground personnel the month was easily divided into three parts. During the 
first 9 days work continued as in the previous month, with special attention given to 
building up the new squadron living area and making office equipment for the quanset-
hut offices. The Officer’s club was completed. 

During the second period ground maintenance crews were placed on special alert 
and airplanes were inspected and repaired immediately on return from a mission; all 
effort was bent on keeping a maximum number of airplanes available for call at any 
time. 11 combat missions were flown between the 10th and 19th of the month. During 
this period one type of remark was common among ground personnel, "I don’t mind the 
long hours--in fact I am glad to do it—as long as we are accomplishing something.” 
This attitude was typical of previous periods during which squadron personnel have 
worked the hardest to accomplish objectives clearly in line with major war aims. 

Before these missions were completed word had been received that the squadron 
would move by March 1st; however, no details were made available. Construction on the 
squadron area was discontinued; plans for future development were abandoned. At no 
time in the squadron’s overseas experience have rumors and speculation been so 
abundant, and thrived on so little factual substance. Individual sections were 
confused as to how to plan for the move, until it became clear that personnel would 
be moved without equipment. No indication of future operations was released. On 
February 23rd the squadron P.X. was closed. The following day orders were received 
covering the transfer of 100 ground crew enlisted men to other organizations, largely 
of the 11th Bomb Group, at Guam. Verbal orders had indicated transfer of many of the 
squadron’s ground officers. It was clear, then, that wherever the squadron moved, in 
name, 
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Organizational History, 38th Bombardment Squadron (H), 30th Bombardment Group (H) VII 
Bomber Command, Seventh AF, AAF, POA, APO #244 
February 1945, continued: 

the group of men who had come to the forward area in November 1943 would not return 
as a unit. This was a sobering fact, and a considerable disappointment even to those 
who were to remain with the squadron. 

On February 25th, 2 combat crews (Lt Bernstein and Lt McFadyen) and 2 squadron 
airplanes left to join the 494th Bomb Group (H), on Anguar Island. Lt Reeks and crew, 
with Captain Audette and M/Sgt Cybulski left for the Hawaiian Islands as an advanced 
detail for the squadron. Other flights were made to Guam. On February 26th 2 squadron 
airplanes were taken by other squadrons of the Group to join the 494th Bomb Group (H) 
on Anguar Island. 

With the close of this report, ending 26 February, so few official orders have 
been received by the squadron that it is impossible to give any accurate summary of 
squadron personnel or airplane strength that would cover the two remaining days in 
the month. As this paragraph is being written, at 1900, vocal orders arrive stating 
that all squadron personnel flying to Hawaii will leave at 270630K. (Footnote 1) 

PERSONNEL 

Lt Scott and crew completed 40 combat missions during the month; 2nd Lt Edward 
Ignotis, co-pilot, and S/Sgt Thomas Douglas, radar operator, also completed their 
missions. Captain Keller, Squadron Navigation Officer, returned to the states on 
leave. Routine changes were made in flight Officer personnel. 

 

Group presentation of awards was held on February 26th. 22 squadron personnel 
received awards among which were 7 air medals and 1 DFC. Other awards were Oak Leaf 
Clusters to the Air Medal. The last previous presentation of awards was held for 
squadron personnel on 1 November 1944. Change in policy regarding presentation of the 
D. F. C. award has not yet been sufficiently clarified to know whether our current 
combat crews completing 40 missions will receive that award or not. 

Sgt Ernest V Blum returned to Hawaii for emergency furlough to the states, 
leaving the squadron on 21 February. Captain Clipper returned to the states on 
February 2nd. 

MEDICAL 

Two accidents occurred during the month. S/Sgt Garcia,Guadalupe, was injured in 
combat (see page 1.); and Cpl Robert Anderson accidently shot himself in the left 
elbow while cleaning his gun. Both men were evacuated to Hawaii. 

Footnote 1. Details covering this period of confusion will be included in the March 
1945 installment of Organizational History. 
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Organizational History, 38th Bombardment Squadron (H), 30th Bombardment Group (H), 
VII Bomber Command, Seventh AF, AAF, PQA, APO #244. 
February 1945, continued: 

MESS 

Mess for this month returned to a new low in fresh meat and vegetables. Fresh 
meat on the island ran out in the fore part of the month and “C” rations were made 
available at that time. The one bright spot in the food situation was the issue of 
ice cream by the Island P.X. Two rations were given to the squadron free. The first 
ration consisted of 25 gallons and allowed a very small serving to each person. The 
second ration consisted of 55 gallons, making possible generous servings. No 
improvements or changes in mess equipment were made during the month. 

INFORMATION EDUCATION 

On 1 February, F/O Frederick J Powers succeeded Captain Hayne as Information 
Education Officer. Sgt Milan Barnes remained assistant to the Info- Education 
Officer. A war information center quarters was set up in the squadron living area 
(tent) and bulletin boards were set up for maps, photos, and news reports. Situation 
maps were maintained. Books and pamphlets were available and also a radio. 

Weekly lectures were given during the month on subjects chosen from the 
pamphlet FIGHTING FACTS. Attendance at these meetings was compulsory for both 
officers and enlisted men. Eight (8) new enrollments with the United States Armed 
Forces Institute were secured. On 13 February the Information Education Officer 
began publication of the Vanguard Press, in the form of a mimeographed squadron 
newspaper. Regular nightly broadcast of war news at the theater area was continued 
as in previous months. 

GENERAL 

Although plans had been made for better recreational areas than the squadron 
had previously had, squadron duties prevented their development and use. The beach, 
however, was a popular recreational spot; it was the best bathing area the squadron 
has had at any time. 

Request from higher headquarters for aerial photographs of the Group area and 
of Kobler Field was completed by squadron photographers near month’s end. 
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Organizational History, 38th Bombardment Squadron (H), 30th Bombardment Group 

(H), Army Air Forces, Pacific Ocean Areas, APO 959. 

SUPPLEMENT TO MONTHLY REPORT 

for 

1 February 1945 - 28 February 1945 

1. Date of arrival and departure from each station occupied in this theater: 

No change. 

2. Losses in action: 

No change. 

3. Awards and decorations: 

No change. 

4. Organization: 

No change. 

5. Personnel Strength: 

1 February 1945: 

109 Officers 

1 W/0 

4 F/0 

457 listed Men 

6. Airplane strength: 

1 February 1945: 

11 B-24J’s 

4 B-24L’S 

1 CB-24D 

 7. Airplane losses: 

No airplane losses in combat. 

28 February 1945: 

60 Officers 

1 w/o 

2 F/0 

317 Enlisted Men 

28 February 1945: 

11 B-24J'S 

4 squadron B-24’s were transferred to 11th Bomb Gp (H), on 27 Feb 45. 

4 squadron B-24’s were transferred to 494th bomb Gp (H), on 27 Fob 45. 

1 CB-24D was transferred to 7th Fighter Command on 28 Feb 45, 

4 B-24J’S were assigned to the squadron from 11th Bomb Gp (H), 27 Feb 45. 
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Organizational History, 38th Bombardment Squadron (H), 30th Bombardment Group (H), Army 

Air Forces, Pacific Ocean Areas, APO 959. 

SUPPLEMENT TO MONTHLY REPORT FOR FEBRUARY 1945, continued: 

Supplement to narrative: 

During the last week of February a total of 69 Officers and 193 Enlisted Men were 

transferred from the squadron, largely to the 11th Bomb Group (H), at Guam. The 

squadron's C.O., Executive, Medical, Engineering, Bombing, and Gunnery Officers; one 

combat crew (Lt Russell); and 57 ground maintenance personnel were transferred to the 

26th Bomb Squadron (H). Ten combat crews (Lewis, Garlock, Houseknecht, Porter, 

Grotenhuis, McLean, Janeski, Jarvis, Lee, and Core) and 25 ground personnel were 

transferred to the 42nd Bomb Squadron. One combat crew (Lt Launsberry), the squadron’s 

First Sergeant and 9 other enlisted men were transferred to the 98th Bomb Squadron (H). 

The squadron's Ordnance Officer and 8 enlisted men were transferred to 431st Bomb 

Squadron (H). 

Two combat crews (Lt Bernstein and McFadyen), and 8 ground personnel were 

transferred to the 494th Bomb Group (H), Anguar Island, 2 Officers and 3 enlisted men 

were transferred to Headquarters Squadrons of the 11th Bomb Group and VII Bomber Command. 

26 Officers and 63 enlisted men were assigned to the squadron from squadrons of the 

11th Bomb Group (H) during the same period. Men assigned to the squadron included 4 

combat crews (Lt Bracchi, Gress, Iverson and Johnson). 

The last week of February was devoted entirely to preparation for movement of 

squadron personnel to new bases. Several trips were flown to Guam to make arrangements 

there, and to transport personnel who had been assigned to units of the 11th Bomb Group, 

individual sections were busy disposing of supplies as no equipment was to be moved with 

the squadron. A detail of 1 Officer and 19 enlisted men were selected to remain behind 

and finish turning in supplies after the squadron personnel left the area. 

On February 25th an advanced detail (Lt Reeks’ crew, Captain Audette and M/Sgt 

Cybulski) departed Saipan and arrived at Kahuka, T.H. the following day. 

On February 28th, five combat crews remaining in the squadron departed Saipan for 

Kahuka, T.H. They were to be joined by four combat crews assigned to the squadron from 

the 11th Bomb Group (H) at Kwajalein, enroute to Kahuka. 

Personal luggage and such office records as was to accompany the ground echelon were 

loaded on the USAT Howell Lykes the last day of the month. Personnel boarded the Howell 

Lykes on March 1st. 
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Organizational History, 38th Bombardment Squadron (H), 30th Bombardment Group(H), Army 

Air Forces, Pacific Ocean Areas, APO 959. 

1 March 1945 - 31 March 1945 

1. Date of arrival at each station in this theater: 

In compliance with Operations Order 45-12, Hq 30th Bomb Gp (H), Saipan, dated 
0900 24 Feb45 (GCT), air evacuation of squadron airplanes and combat crews from 
Saipan to Oahu was completed by 1 March 1945. 

In compliance with Letter, AG 370.5-D, Headquarters Army Garrison Force, APO 244, 

Subject: Movement Order, and dated 25 February 1945, ground echelon personnel boarded 

the US AT Howell Lykes on 1 March 1945 end arrived at Oahu, T.H., on 17 March 1945. 

2. Losses in action: 

Negative. 

3. Awards and Decorations; 

Negative. 

4. Organization: 

Negative, 

5. Personnel strength: 

1 March 1945: 31 March 1945: 

59 Officers 52 officers 
1 W/O 1 W/O 
4 F/0 4 F/O 

              313 Enlisted Men     312 Enlisted Men 

6. Airplane Strength: 

1 March 1945: 

            11 B-24J's 

31 March 1945: 

11 B-24J’s 
1 B-24M 

7. Airplane losses; 

No losses in combat. 

As of 31 March 45, only 1 airplane was available for squadron use; 9 B-24J's 
were in storage status; 1 B-24J on DS to HAD; and 1 B-24J on DS to APO 241 
awaiting repair, status unknown. 
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Organizational History, 38th Bombardment Squadron (H), 30th Bombardment Group (H), 

Army Air Forces, Pacific Ocean Areas, APO 959. 

1 March 1945 - 31 March 1945 

Narrative: 

The advanced detail who had left Saipan on February 25th (Lt Reeks’crew, Captain 
Audette and M/Sgt Cybulski) arrived at Kahuku the following day to make arrangements for 
arrival of the squadron. Before the ground echelon arrived, however, plans were changed 
and this unit was to be based at Wheeler Field. 

Of the four (4) combat crews who departed Saipan on February 28th, Lt Griffin and 
crew remained at Kwajalein (along with four crews coming from the 11th Bomb Group at Guam 
to join the squadron) to assist in necessary sea search from that base. Lt Bennett, 
Hansen, Pickens and crews arrived at Kahuku as planned, and operations ceased until March 
6th when they were called back to Kwajalein to assist with sea search under direct 
command of Headquarters at that base. Each of these crews completed three or more 
individual low-level (50-500 ft) search missions, for which combat time was granted 
crews. Lt. Griffin and crew departed Kwajalein for Oahu on March 12th. Other squadron 
combat crews and 12 ground maintenance men who had accompanied planes joined the squadron 
at Wheeler Field on March 20th. 

The ground echelon who had boarded the Howell Lykes on March 1st arrived at Oahu on 
March l7th and moved immediately to Wheeler Field where quarters had been arranged by the 
advanced detail. The squadron enlisted men were housed in tents throughout the remainder 
of the month, although this was considered temporary and barracks would be available 
within a short time. 

The detail of 17 enlisted men who had remained on DS at Saipan to turn in supplies 
and equipment after the squadron departed, arrived at Oahu by boat on March 27th, Lt 
Newkirk, S/Sgt Fuller and S/Sgt Bookbinder, also of this detail, arrived at Oahu by air 
transport. 

Ground Activity 

Ground activity for the remainder of the month centered around the squadron 
Headquarters office, the Engineering section, and Barracks Supply. One and three day 
passes were made available for men not engaged in routine squadron duty, 

Due to the short period of preparation before the squadron moved, salvage of 
clothing and laundry was of immediate concern. Headquarters and Operations records had to 
be brought up to date; and handling of mail became an added burden due to the large 
number of personnel transferred to and from the squadron immediately before leaving 
Saipan. 

The Engineering personnel began pickeling airplane engines for storage shortly 
after the airplanes arrived from Kwajalein, 9 B-24J’s were placed in storage status. 1 B-
24J was placed on DS with the Hawaiian Air Depot for experimental work on computing sight 
for side gun. 
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Organizational History, 38th Bombardment Squadron (H), 30th Bombardment Group (H) Army 
Air Forces, Pacific Ocean Areas, APO 959, March 1945. 

Narrative, continued: 

One squadron airplane (B-24J) had been left at Kwajalein for necessary repair, and 
was not returned to the squadron during the month. One B-24M was assigned to the 
squadron near month's end. This plane remained on flying status, and plans were laid 
for transportation of squadron personnel to and from Hilo on 5-day rest periods. 

On March 23rd one officer and 35 enlisted men of the engineering section were 
placed on DS to Hickam Field to assist with assembly of airplanes; these men remained 
at Hickam throughout the month. 

Minimum vehicles, for necessary transportation, were secured and a transportation 
office set up. 

Personnel 

Captain Vernon B, Warren had been appointed Squadron Commander on 24 February, but 
did not take active command until a month later. On February 26th Squadron Orders were 
issued making necessary appointments and changes in squadron sections. Captain James F 
Scott became Squadron Executive; Lt Francis B Allen was appointed Squadron Operations 
Officer, The Ordnance Officer to succeed Lt Crom had not been appointed at month's end, 
Harland E, Helland, 1st Sergeant, was assigned to the squadron on 23 March, relieving 
1st Sergeant Marvin Jergensen who had been with the squadron during the move from 
Saipan. 

Morale remained mixed. The uncertainty of future plans which covered the move from 
Saipan remained with the squadron. Personnel were anxious to know whether furloughs, 
return to the states, Island duty without furloughs, or further action on advanced 
bases was in store; but no answer was possible. 

Medical 

No accidents or serious illness occurred during the month. As the squadron was 
without a Medical Officer during the move from Saipan, all medical attention was 
handled by permanent ship personnel of the USAT Howell Lykes. On arrival at Wheeler 
Field a dispensary was set up; and on 26 March Captain Sherwood P, Burr Jr., was 
appointed Squadron Flight Surgeon, Captain Burr was transferred, however, within a 
week, and the squadron was again without a medical officer. 
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Group (H), Army Air Forces, Pacific Ocean Areas, APO 959. 

1 April 1945 - 30 April 1945 

1. Date of arrival and departure from each station in this theater: 

 Negative. 

2. Losses in action: 

Negative. 

3. Awards and decorations: 

Negative, 

4. Organizations: 

Negative. 

5. Personnel strength: 

1 April 1945: 

52 Officers 

1 W/O 

4 F/0 
312 Enlisted Men 

30 April 1945: 

45 Officers 

1 W/O 

4 F/O 
319 Unlisted Men 

4. Airplane Strength: 

1 April 1945: 

11 few1* 

1 B-24H 

(1 B-24M 

operational this 

date) 

30 April 1945: 

1 B-24J 

2 B-24M’s 

      (2 B-24M’s operational    

this date) 

7. Airplane Losses: 

None in combat. 

10 B-24J's transferred to Depot, APO 959, on 22 April 1945. 
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Group (H), Amy Air Forces, Pacific Ocean Areas, APO 959. 

1 April 1945 - 30 April 1945 

Narrative: 

Major objectives for the squadron, during April, remained undefined. 
Squadron activity was at a minimum; however, near month’s end plans were being 
laid to organize a training program for combat and ground personnel. 

Operations 

1st Lt. Reeks was appointed Squadron Operations Officer on 18 April, 
relieving Captain Allen. Changes were made in "A” and “B” Flight Leaders, 
Navigators and Bombardiers. Squadron Navigator and Bombardiering Officers were 
not appointed.  

No combat missions were flown, however local flights and trips to Hilo 
enabled combat personnel to get in their flying time. Six trips were scheduled 
to Hilo, carrying personnel going on 5-day leaves from this and other 
squadrons. One flight was made to Kwajalein to bring back the squadron B-24J 
held there for repairs; the airplane was found unsafe for the return flight 
and left there. 

4 Radar Operators and 4 gunners (unassigned to crews) were transferred to 
other squadrons of the Group. No gains were made in combat personnel. No crews 
were on rest leave; however, individuals took advantage of 5-day rest periods 
at Hilo. 

Training of combat personnel was limited to 4 hours per week in Link 
Training for pilots and co-pilots. 

Intelligence 

At request of Group Headquarters, a survey was made to determine the 
Intelligence training background of squadron combat crews. No marked de-
ficiencies were noted. A few refresher courses were suggested, including 
aircraft recognition. At present the squadron does not have recognition slides 
of recently developed planes, nor slides of naval vessels (friendly or enemy). 
No adequate building has been secured for such classes. S-2 is housed along 
with offices for Operations, Engineering, Ordnance, Radar, Medics, and Special 
Service in a frame building approximately 16 x 50 feet. 

S/Sgt Bobby, S-2 Section Chief, attended a 48 hour course in recognition 
of US and Japanese aircraft, and 12 hour course on US armored vehicles. 

Engineering 

1st Lt. Robert Newkirk was appointed Squadron Engineering Officer, 
relieving Captain Longren. 35 technicians remained on DS to Hawaii Air 
Depot to assemble P-47 and P-51 airplanes. Work within the squadron was 
United to the care of two B-24M’s in flying status. 
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Ten (10) B-24J airplanes that had previously been prepared for storage 
were transferred to the 420th Sub Depot as war weary. 3 of these planes were 
among the 12 original planes the squadron had on starting overseas duty in 
October 1943, and were retired with an average of 1400 hours combat time. The 
7 replacement planes, also retired, carried an average of 1000 hours combat 
time. 

The squadron’s second B-24M was assigned on 16 April from the Combat 
Crew Replacement Center, APO 966. No B-24M parts are available in this 
theater at present. Due to low priority, shortage of equipment, and slowness 
of service organizations on this base the maintenance of aircraft has not 
been as efficient as in the forward area. 

Communications and Radar 

Activity in these two sections was limited by the number of operational 
planes and nature of missions. No training of personnel was undertaken. 

With the end of operations on Saipan, 10 radar technicians were trans-
ferred to other units. Replacements have not yet been made. Of the 8 EM 
remaining in the Radar section, 4 are IFF mechanics. 

Although Communications section strength is up to T.O., losses will 
occur shortly through rotation. 5 section personnel are attending training 
schools: M/Sgt Wokral, Section Head, at AAFTAC Air Inspectors School, Orlando 
Florida; 2 are attending Teletype maintenance School, and 2 are attending 
School of Electronics at APO 959. 

Armament and Ordnance 

4 Armament section personnel are attending the Bombsight Maintenance 
school at HAD, APO 953. 

Of the 29 men who composed the Ordnance section at Saipan, all except 
T/Sgt W.J. Kinane, Section Chief, and Sgt G.R. Gilchrist were transferred to 
other units. 2 EM were assigned to the section. 12 EM were assigned to the 
section on 10 April; 4 left immediately for furloughs in the States. 

The only Ordnance equipment following the squadron to APO 959 was office 
records and personal weapons. Inspection of personal weapons during April 
found them in excellent condition. On 20 April, Base Ordnance issued the 
squadron its first equipment: the Maintenance Set "A”, minus 115 items. 

 
Transportation and Supply 

F/O Frederick J. Powers assumed duties as Transportation Officer and 
Supply Officer on the third week of March and by the end of April had both 
sections operating smoothly. The Quartermaster laundry proved unsatisfactory, 
both in quality of work on CKC’s and in shortages and mixing laundry. 
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Arrangements were made for service by a local civilian laundry for those 
who wished a higher quality work. Enlisted men were issued full allowance of 
new clothing. Individual squadron sections were supplied equipment for 
temporary offices. 

In addition to regular duties the transportation section operated 
regularly scheduled runs for authorized recreational purposes, including 
transportation to movies, Officer's club, N.C.O. and Service Club affairs. Two 
110-passenger busses were used in addition to squadron vehicles to furnish 
transportation for the squadron party, (See Special Service). 

Mess 

Mess was served to an average of 750 men per day during April (Hq Sq, and 
819th Sq in addition to our own men). Mess personnel were trained and worked 
under the direct supervision of S/Sgt John C. Mangrum, Mess Sergeant. Meals 
were generally good throughout the month. A complete supply of meat spices and 
sauces was received; this was the biggest food innovation in 18 months 
overseas. Silverware was made available for all personnel; baking boxes for 
mixing dough and for storage, and racks for air-drying trays were constructed. 
In addition to serving 67,500 meals for the month, the mess hall and all 
equipment was scrubbed with hot water and soap after every meal. 

One cook is attending Cooks and Bakers School, APO 957. 

Medical 

There were no losses by death or accident during the month. 

All medical equipment was turned in to Base before leaving Saipan, Under 
T.O. & E. 1-117, effective on arrival at Oahu, it was found impossible to equip 
a squadron dispensary satisfactorily. Medical work other than elementary first 
aid is being done by the Group medical section. 

2 enlisted men of the medical section were transferred to Group, and 1 
was transferred to the Air Corps. Training of section personnel was limited to 
a few training films. 

Personnel 

In addition to personnel items noted under individual sections, 26 EM 
were assigned to the squadron from other squadrons of the Group. 

Commanding Officer Vernon B. Warren was promoted to rank of Major; 5 
combat officers were promoted to 1st Lieutenant. Lt Holman C. Massey was 
promoted to Captain. 

Special Service. 

A small amount of special service equipment was drawn on an emergency 
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requisition, A soft ball team was organized and is playing in the Base 
league. At month’s end they were undefeated, with a good chance of topping 
the league. 

On 26 April a squadron party was held at Virginia Beach (between Kahuku 
and Wailua), A soft ball game between officers and enlisted men proved highly 
successful and entertaining, "Hot Dogs" were served with steamed buns and 
"trimmings,” and cold beer was available in unlimited quantity, 

9 Officers and 60 enlisted men took advantage of the 5-day rest periods 
at Hilo, arranged through Special Service, 

Squadron personnel attended 1 Information-Education movie: part I of 

America Goes to War. This particular series of pictures, shown over past 
months, has met with genuine approval of squadron personnel. 

Commendation 

Commendation was received by all units of the 30th Bombardment Group (H) 
from the 73rd Bombardment Wing for bombing missions against enemy bases which 
"materially contributed to the defense of B-29 installations on Saipan." 

During the 7-month period considered, 38th Bombardment Squadron (H) flew 
51 squadron and 63 special missions with a total of 525 airplanes reaching 
enemy targets, and flying a total mission-distance of 169,937 statute miles,
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Group (H), Army Air Forces, Pacific Ocean Areas, APO 959. 

1 May 1945 - 31 May 1945 

1. Date of arrival and departure from each station occupied in this theater: 

Negative. 

2. Losses in action: 

Negative. 

3. Awards and Decorations: 

217 enlisted men, previously authorized to wear the Good Conduct 

Ribbon, were presented Good Conduct Medals by the squadron commanding 

officer, Major Vernon B. Warren on date of 11 May 45. 

The Bronze Star Medal was awarded Staff Sergeant John C. Mangrum,  
7007611, for services performed with the 26th Bombardment Squadron (H), 

30th Bombardment Group (H). (EXHIBIT IV - Citation) 

4. Organization: 

Negative. 

5. Personnel Strength: 

1 May 1945: 

45 Officers 

1 W/O 

4 F/O 

319 Enlisted Men 

6. Airplane Strength: 

1 May 1945: 

1 B-24J (Left at APO 241) 

2 B-24M's 

7. Airplane Losses: 

None in Combat. 

31 May 1945: 

69 Officers 

1 W/O 

9 F/0 

329 Enlisted Men 

31 May 1945: 

12 B-24M's 

1 B-25H 

1 B-24J War weary, transferred to Sub Depot, APO 241. 

        B-24M Operational accident on  

of runway due to mechanical failure of  

APO 959. 

date of 17 May 1945. Airplane ran off 

brakes. Transferred to Sub Depot, 
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Group (H), Army Air Forces, Pacific Ocean Areas, APO 959. 

1 May 1945 - 31 May 1945 

Narrative: 

During the month plans for training combat crews for the missions which 

lie ahead were further developed and put into execution. Numerous training 

flights were made by single planes, flights of three, squadron formations 

and one in group formation. Tech Supply started drawing and issuing 

equipment for the various sections. Engineering and other sections were 

relatively busy at their regularly assigned duties. The enlisted personnel 

are still living in tents, however, this does not cause them undue hardship. 

An officially approved squadron insignia was received from Headquarters Army 

Air Forces, Washington, D.C. (EXHIBIT II - Official Insignia for the Marking 

of Aircraft). 

Operations 

5 complete combat crews (2nd Lt. Robert E. Cartt, 2nd Lt. Robert A. Young. 

2nd Lt. Vincent P. Donn, 2nd Lt. James E. Glover, and 2nd Lt. Harold S. Harlow) 

assigned to Headquarters 30th Bombardment Group (H) from the Combat Replacement 

Center APO 966 were further assigned to this organization on date of 7 May. 

2 additional complete crews (1st Lt. Donald J. Reese and 2nd Lt. Owen G. 

Prather) were assigned from the 819th Bombardment Squadron (H) on 7 May 

1945. A total of 16 complete combat crews are now assigned to this squadron. 

Squadron "C” and ”D” Flight Commanders, Navigators and Bombardiers, a 

squadron Navigation and Bombing Officer were appointed. 1st Lt. K.R. Tripp, 

squadron Gunnery Officer, was in addition appointed assistant Operations 

Officer. (EXHIBIT I - Squadron Orders). Sergeant Earl S. Hoenstine, assigned 

from Hqs 30th Bombardment Group (H), became Section Chief of the squadron. 

Operations Section vice Staff Sergeant Morris E. Garrett, reassigned to the 

Mainland for demobilization under the present system of discharging 

veterans. 

2 practice bombing missions (1 a 3-plane formation dropped 18 x 100 lb 

practice bombs, the other a 9-plane formation dropped 36 x 100 lb. practice 

bombs) were flown, bombing targets at Kahoolawe Island, T.H. Bombing on both 

occasions from medium and low altitudes respectively was considered good. 

Other flying consisted of local transition, formation flying, 5 trips to 

Hilo, Hawaii carrying personnel on 5-day rest leaves, and one trip to 

Saipan. 

Training of combat crew personnel consisted of the following: 

Link Trainer 

Navigators Ground Check 

1 hour 

1 hour 

28 men 

             9 men 

Armament instruction 1 hour 16 men 

Engineering lecture 1 hour 114 men 

Aircraft Code instruction 3 hours 16 men 

"Escape & Evasion" lecture 2 hours 172 men 

Medical motion picture 1 hour 172 men 

Medical lecture 1 hour 172 men 

Information & Education 4 hours 172 men 
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Intelligence 

The following changes in personnel occurred during the month: Captain 

Jean M.R, Audette, Intelligence Officer, was placed on temporary duty with the 

Airborne Radar Intelligence School, Langley Field, Virginia on date of 15 May. 

Captain Audette is to take a course in airborne radar tactics. Captain Swagar 

Sherley Jr., on special duty from Headquarters 30th Bombardment Group (H), 

became acting Intelligence Officer on date of 16 May, Capt. Sherley was later 

replaced by Lt. Wash Storm Jr, on special duty from the 30th Bombardment Group 

(H), Lt. Storm was appointed acting Intelligence Officer on date of 24 May, 

(EXHIBIT I - Squadron Orders), Sgt. Milton B, Hart (631) was transferred to the 

819th Bombardment Squadron (H) to fill the vacancy of Intelligence Section 

Chief, Sgt, George W. Matthews (405) was assigned to the section from the 

squadron Operations Section, 

S/Sgt. Joseph Bobby, Section Chief, and Sgt. Matthews attended a 14 

hour Instructors Course in recognition of U.S., British, and Japanese naval 

vessels at the Naval Air Station, Kaneohe, Oahu in preparation for teaching 

the subject to combat crews. 

Intelligence training given during the month consisted of a 2-hour 

lecture on escape and evasion to combat crew personnel by Captain Fred 

Allen, U.S.M.C. 

Engineering 

10 B-24M’s were assigned during the first week of the month from the 

Combat Crew Replacement Center, APO 966, 1 B-24M was assigned the squadron 

from the 819th Bombardment Squadron (H) on date of 22 May, 1 B-25H was 

assigned from the 17th Tow Target on date of 17 May, 

The new B-24M’s have all been flight checked and given all possible 

inspections. A recharger cart was obtained and oxygen check started at the 

latter part of the month. At the completion of a high altitude check flight 

(27,000’), test firing of all guns and a complete check of all airplane 

equipment at altitude by all airplanes, they will be immediately acceptable 

for combat operations. 

All 35 technicians on DS to Hawaii Air Depot to assemble P-47 and P-51 

airplanes had returned during the early part of the month, 4 enlisted men 

were transferred out for demobilization under the present system for dis-

charging veterans. 7 enlisted men were placed on TDI for rest and recuper-

ation on the Mainland, 

For the first two weeks of operation, only small hand tools were 

available. At the end of the month 80% of the O.E.L. equipment had been 

supplied, A 1-hour lecture on emergency procedures to follow in the event of 

mechanical failures developing in flight was given combat crew members by 

the Engineering Officer, Lt. Robert Newkirk. 
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Communications and Radar 

During the month, the Communications Section remained badly understaffed 

and under-equipped. The base sub depot had to perform second echelon 

maintenance for lack of tools and test equipment. The section began drawing its 

authorized equipment during the latter part of the month. 

Three radio mechanics had completed a two-week course in AN/ART-13 at 

Hickam Field, Oahu. This was done in anticipation of the AN/ART-13 replacing 

the SCR-287A. The attendance quota to the school had later been cut to one 

radio mechanic for each successive class. 

No events of consequence have occurred during the month for the Radar 

Section. Maintenance difficulties had been only of a minor nature. The majority 

of the needed equipment had arrived during the last week. Two mechanics had 

been placed on DS to APO 953 to attend an extensive course in advanced radar. 

Armament and Ordnance 

Captain Jack L. Clipper, Armament Officer, and T/Sgt. Alfred N. Paihle had 

completed a short course of instruction on formation stick at H.A.D. The 4 

armament section personnel attending the Bombsight Maintenance School at HAD, 

APO 953 have returned. Three enlisted men, including M/Sgt. Anthony Baczkowski 

(section chief) had been transferred to atchd unasgnd with the C.P.B.C. 

Personnel Center, Ft. Kam, Oahu for demobilization. T/Sgt. Emil A. Nagel had 

replaced M/Sgt. Baczkowski as section chief. 

Considering a shortage of personnel and equipment during the month, 

maintenance by the Armament Section had been excellent. The majority of O.B.L. 

equipment authorized had arrived at the end of the month. Instruction to 

Gunners, Bombardiers, and some Pilots on the use of turrets, bomb racks and C-l 

Pilot had been given during the month by armament personnel. 

The Ordnance Section experienced extreme difficulties in operating during 

the month. Personnel shortages presented the greatest difficulty. 2 men were 

transferred out of the section for demobilization under the present system of 

discharging veterans. The section is still minus an Ordnance Officer. During 

the latter part of the month the section had but 10 men to perform the duties — 

the section is still 19 men short. 

The work had been a burden throughout the entire month. In addition to 
serving this unit, the section had been servicing two B-25 squadrons of the 
41st Bombardment Group (M), Rockets and ammunition were supplied the B-25 
Squadrons. In addition to that service, 2nd echelon maintenance had been 
performed on their weapons. At the end of the month (last week) the squadron 
began using 100 lb. practice bombs. The filling of these bombs became a problem 
due to the fact that the personnel of the section were either on squadron 
detail or servicing the B-25’s and sometimes both. 
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During the month of May the ordnance section received the greater part 

of its T.O. & E. equipment. At present the section has two (2) bomb service 

trucks M6 and five (5) bomb service trailers M5. The total allowance is five 

(5) bomb service trucks and twelve (12) trailers. A long awaited occurrence 

had taken place, the section acquired 37 new type submachine guns (M3’s). The 

Base had recalled all of our old type submachine guns. These old guns were in 

bad condition due to the fact that they had been in the squadron since 1941 

and the inclement weather in the forward areas of the Pacific had sped the 

guns on their way to unservicability. 

The section had remained under the supervision of T/Sgt. William J. 

Kinane. It is the opinion of the men in the section that they had well earned 

their salary this month. They are looking forward to replacements so that the 

burden might be alleviated somewhat. 

Transportation and Supply 

1st Lt. James C. Womack had replaced F/O Frederick J. Powers (trans-

ferred) as Transportation and Supply Officer on date of 15 May (EXHIBIT I - 

Squadron Orders). 

In addition to regular duties the transportation section continued to 

operate regular scheduled runs for authorized recreational purposes. A 

shortage of approximately five drivers existed. Approximately 25 drivers 

permits and 17 special permits for first three graders and officers were 

issued to members of this unit. The unit had the following number of vehicles 

at the end of the month: 9 Jeeps (2 new and 7 in fair condition), 3 trucks of 

2 1/2 tons, 2 trucks of 1 1/2 tons, 3 weapons carriers, 1 command car, 1 

ambulance, and 1 new 250 gallon water trailer. The vehicles, other than the 2 

new Jeeps and new water trailer, being just in fair condition had kept the 

motor mechanics busy keeping them in operation through the month. 

Supply had been functioning smoothly during the entire month. All 

enlisted men had been brought up to the status of being fully equipped. The 

squadron had received the majority of it’s authorized T.O. & E equipment and 

supply during the latter part of the month. Issue of quartermaster equipment 

was issued to individual sections when needed. 

Mess 

The Mess Sergeant, John C. Mangrum was promoted to the grade of T/Sgt. 

awarded the Good Conduct Medal and the Bronze Star Medal. 

Four (4) men were reassigned to the Mainland for demobilization under 

the present system for discharging veterans. 

Improvements in the squadron Mess Hall during the month: Pie and cake 

racks had been constructed. Many improvements in the preparation of meals 

have been made. Fresh vegetables were being served twice each day, ice cream 

once a week, and pastry every other day. 
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Medical 

Captain Thomas W. Crowell, M.C., transferred into this organization from 

Hqs 30th Bombardment Group (H), was appointed squadron Flight Surgeon on date 

of 18 May 1945 (EXHIBIT I - Squadron Orders). 

During the middle of the month the squadron moved its dispensary (not more 

than a station for elementary first aid at the time) to a quonset hut near the 

living area. With the Hqs 30th Bombardment Group (H) dispensary moving into the 

same building the squadron dispensary was able to make full use of the 30th 

Groups dispensary equipment. The squadron dispensary is able to draw supplies 

more easily through this arrangement. 

A total of 143 men reported for sick call during the month. 6 men were 

hospitalized. 3 of the 6 hospitalized returned to duty during the month. 

A one hour lecture was given all combat crew members by Captain Crowell. 

Subject of lecture delt with use of Aid Kits in airplanes and Blood Plasma. In 

addition, a training film on first aid for combat personnel was shown. 

Information & Education 

All squadron personnel attended the showing of "Two Down and One to Go” 

and "Air Pattern of the Pacific”. Two lectures, consisting of 1-hour length 

each, were presented by the squadron I & E Officer, Captain James F. Kreuser. 

Subjects of lectures were: "Personnel Readjustment” and "Secret Weapons of 

Japan”. All squadron personnel attended. Arrangements had been made for per-

sonnel to attend evening classes at the University of Hawaii two nights a week. 

 

Special Service 

A day room, reading room and coffee shop had been opened. Athletic 

equipment for softball, horse shoes, volley ball and hand ball is issued anyone 

desiring to use it. 2 softball teams and 10 bowling teams are organized and 

participate in league games. Arrangements have been made by the Special Service 

Officer, Captain James F. Kreuser, to use the Schoffield pool for swimming 

classes for all non swimmers. 3 Officers, 3 F/O’s and 17 Enlisted Men took 

advantage of the 5-day rest period at Kilauea Military Camp, Hilo, Hawaii. 

Personnel 

A total of 25 Officers, 6 Flight Officers and 44 Enlisted Men were 

assigned to the squadron; and 1 Officer, 1 Flight Officer and 34 Enlisted Men 

were transferred out of the squadron during the month (27 of the E.M. were 

transferred to atchd unasgnd with the C.P.B.C., Personnel Center, Ft. Kam, Oahu 

for demobilization on date of 23 May). 16 Enlisted Men were placed on TDI with 

Casual Depot, C.P.B.C., Oahu, T.H. for rest and recuperation on the Mainland on 

date of 9 May 45. 

S/Sgt. Tony Lagans was appointed First Sergeant on date of 21 May vice 1st 

Sgt. Harlan £. Holland transferred out for demobilization under the 
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present system for discharging veterans. 1 Staff Sergeant, 17 Sergeants, 43 

Corporals and 12 Privates were promoted to the next higher rank. 

Operations Officer, Lloyd D. Reeks Jr. was promoted to Captain; 11 combat 

officers were promoted to First Lieutenants. 

 MORALE 

The morale of the ground personnel of the squadron during the month of 

May was somewhat less than satisfactory. The uncertainity of the situation, 

lack of any indication as to how long the organization would remain in Hawaii, 

and fear of having to return to the forward area without getting a leave or 

furlough to the States was chiefly responsible for this. 

The relationship between officers and enlisted personnel had been 

excellent. The mess and mail situation was very satisfactory. 

Commendation 

Commendation was received by all units of the 30th Bombardment Group (H) 

from Headquarters Army Air Forces, Pacific Ocean Areas for continuous search 

missions during the period of 26 February 1945 to 19 March 1945 for missing C-

87 aircraft #174. (EXHIBIT III - Commendation). 

The following named crews of this organization participated in the 

searches conducted from 50 to 500 feet from Kwajalein: Lt. B.W. Griffin, Lt. 

L.D. Reeks Jr. (now Lt. Musler’s crew), Lt. L.K. Bennett, Lt. J.L. Pickens, 

Lt. K.L. Hansen, Lt. T.F. Johnson, Lt. A.G. Gress, Lt. G.E. Bracchi. Lt. O.C. 

Prather (assigned to the 819th Bombardment Squadron (H) at the time), and crew 

members. 
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EXHIBIT I 

(Squadron Orders) 

 



 

38TH BOMBARDMENT SQUADRON (H) 

Office of the Commanding Officer  

APO #959  

11 May 1945 

ORDERS) 

 ... 9) 

1. Captain JAMES S. KREUSER, 0575255, AC, is appointed 

Squadron Athletic Officer (A). 

2. 2nd Lieutenant HAROLD S. BAMBERG, 0723911, AC, is 

relieved as Squadron “A* Flight Navigator (P). 

3. 2nd Lieutenant HAROLD S. BAMBERG, 0723911, AC, is 

appointed Squadron Navigation Officer (P). 

4. 2nd Lieutenant JOHN W. SCHMIDT, 0780333, AC, is appointed 

Squadron Bombing Officer (P). 

5* Captain JACK L. CLIPPER, 0861422, AC, is appointed 

Squadron Fire Marshal (A). 

By order of Major WARREN: 

OFFICIAL: 

NILE G. BARRACLOUGH, 

CIO, U.S.A., 

Adjutant. 

s/t NILE G. BARRACLOUGH,  

CWO, U.S.A.,  

Adjutant. 

DISTRIBUTION: 1 Copy 30th Bomb Gp (H) 

1 Copy ABAC 

1 Copy AAFPOA 

1 Copy each officer concerned 

1 Copy file 

 



 

38TH BOMBARDMENT SQUADRON (H) 

Office of the Commanding Officer 

APO #959 

15 May 1945 

ORDERS) 

L. 1st Lieutenant LESLIE M. BENNETT, 0328074$ AC, is 

appointed Squadron ”C” Flight Commander (P). 

2. 2nd Lieutenant BYRON W. ADAMS/ 0206273#$ AC$ is 

appointed Squadron “C” Flight Navigator (P). 

3- . 2nd Lieutenant BARREN E. TOWNSEND, 0777379, AC, is 

appointed Squadron ”C” Flight Bombardier (P). 

' 4. 1st Lieutenant JOHN L. PICKENS, 0827948, AC, is 

appointed Squadron “D” Flight Commander (P). 

5. 2nd Lieutenant KENNETH F. ALEXANDER, 0262626, AC, is 

appointed Squadron Hg# Flight Navigator (P). 

6. 2nd Lieutenant ARTHUR VOLONTE, 07J73&2, AC, is appointed 

Squadron ”D” Flight Bombardier (P). 

7. 1st Lieutenant JANES C. WOMACK, 0560490, AC, is 

appointed Squadron Supply and Transportation Officer (P) vice 

Flight Officer FREDERICK J. POWERS, T-124522, AC, relieved. 

BY ORDER OF MAJ® WARREN: 

OFFICIAL: 

 

NILE G. BARRACLOUGH/ / 

CWO, USA, 

Adjutant. 

NILE G. BARRACLOUGH, 

CWO, USA, 

Adjutant. 

DISTRIBUTION: 1 copy 30th Bomb Gp (H) 

1 copy ASAC 

1 copy AAFPOA 

1 copy each officer concerned. 

1 copy file 



 

38TH BOMBARDMENT SQUADRON (H) 

Office of the Commanding Officer 

APO # 959 

18 May 1945 

ORDERS) 

....11) 

1. Captain THOMAS 

W. Flight Surgeon (P). 

CROWELL, 01702403, MC, is appointed Squadron 

BY ORDER OF MAJOR WARREN: 

OFFICIAL: 

NILE G. BARRACLOUGH, 

CWO, U.S.A., Adjutant. 

s/t NIEE G. BARRACLOUGH,  

CWO, U.S.A.,  

Adjutant. 

DISTRIBUTION: 1 Copy 30th Bomb Gp (H) 

1 Copy VI ABAC 

1 Copy A AFP 0 A 

1 Copy officer concerned 

1 Copy file 



 

38TH BOJBARDMENT SQUADRON (H) 

Office of the Commanding Officer 

APO # 959 

21 May 1945 

ORDERS) 

1. Staff Sergeant TONY LAGANA, 33064601, Air Corps, is 

effective this date designated as First Sergeant for the 38th 

Bombardment Squadron (H). 

BY ORDER OF MAJOR WARREN: 

OFFICIAL: 

NILE G. BARRACLOUGH, 

CWO, U.S.A., 

Adjutant. 

s/t NILE G. BARRACLOUGH,  

CWO, U.S.A.,  

Adjutant. 

DISTRIBUTION: 1 Copy 30th Bomb Gp (H) 

1 Copy VI ASAC 

2 Copy AAFPOA 

1 Copy EM concerned 

1 Copy file 



 

38TH BOMBARDMENT SQUADRON (H) 

Office of the Commanding Officer 

                    APO # 959 

31 May 1945 

ORDERS) 

1. 1st Lieutenant (9301) WASH STORM Jr., 0564417, AC, special 

duty with this organization, is appointed acting Squadron Combat 

Intelligence Officer (P), and in addition to his other duties is 

appointed Squadron Intelligence Control, Postal, Photographic, Cen-

sorship, Historical and Public Relations Officer (A) during the ab-

sence of Captain JEAN M. R. AUDETTE, 0562435, AC, now DS mainland. 

2. 1st Lieutenant KARL R. TRIPP, 0855938, AC, is appointed 

Squadron Gunnery Officer (P) and Ass’t Operations Officer (A). 

BY ORDER OF MAJOR WARREN: 

OFFICIAL: 

NILE G. BARRACLOUGH, 

CWO, USA, 

Adjutant. 

s/t NILE G. BARRACLOUGH, 

CWO, USA,  

Adjutant. 

DISTRIBUTION: 1 Copy 30th Bomb Gp (H) 

2 Copy VI ASAC 

1 Copy AAFPOA 

1 Copy officer concerned 

1 Copy file 
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EXHIBIT II 

(Official Insignia for the Marking of Aircraft) 



 

HEADQUARTERS, ARMY AIR FORCES 

Washington 

AFPPS 

AAF 421 (38th Bomb. Sqdn.) 

28 April 1945. 

SUBJECT: Aircraft Marking for the 38th Bombardment Squadron (H). 

: Commanding Officer, 30th Bombardment Group (H), A.P.O. 959, c/o 

Postmaster, San Francisco, California. 

By authority delegated to the Commanding General, Array Air 

Forces, by AG letter 400.161 (12-7-42) OB-S-A, dated 19 December 1942, the 

following insignia for the marking of aircraft of the 38th. Bombardment 

Squadron (H), Army Air Forces, is approved: 

MARKING: On a black disc, border yellow, a gray, 

three-quarter, lower-front silhouette of a 

B-24 aircraft, in flight toward dexter, 

over a knight in armor on back of charger, 

all light turquoise blue, holding a red 

lance and a shield, divided per bend red 

and green, behind two, gray wings 

displayed and conjoined in base, as per 

record drawing. 

The insignia will face toward the front of 

the aircraft. 

SIGNIFICANCE: The armored knight transcends the years to 

the heavy bomber in the background, as the 

B-24 is oftentimes called a "war” horse. 

HISTORY: The 38th Bombardment Squadron (Heavy) was 

constituted on the active list at March 

Field, California, per AG 320.2 (10-17- 40) 

M (Ret) M-C, dated 20 November 1940, 

activated 15 January 1941; reorganized as 

the 38th Bombardment Squadron, Heavy, in 

accordance with T/0 1-117, dated 26 March 

1943, on 1 June 1943, pursuant to authority 

contained in AG 322 (5-28-43) OB-I-AFRPG-M, 

dated 29 May 1943. 

FOR THE COMMANDING GENERAL: 

s/t ROBERT C. JONES, 

Colonel, Air Corps, 

Chief, Personnel Services Division, 

Office, Asst. Chief of Air Staff, 

Personnel. 
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EXHIBIT III 

(Commendation) 



 

HEADQUARTERS 

ARMY AIR FORCES, PACIFIC OCEAN AREAS (ADMIN) 

APO 953 

AFDCA/LLK/ig/2104 

3 April 1945 

AG 201.22  

SUBJECT: Commendation. 

TO : Commanding Officer, 30th Bombardment Group (H), APO 959. 

The outstanding manner in which your organization performed continuous 

search missions during the period 26 February 1945 to 19 March 1945, inclusive, 

between Kwajalein and Oahu for missing C-87 aircraft #174, is especially 

Commendable, and reflects to the highest credit of Army Air Forces. 

The long and grueling period of operations during which over 1200 hours 

flying time was spent by your organization in search alone, is an indication of 

the fine spirit and determination displayed by the entire personnel involved, 

including flight crews and supporting ground personnel. It is desired that each 

member of your command concerned be informed of this commendation, and be 

further advised of my personal appreciation for a difficult task well done. 

R. G. BREENE 

Major General, USA 

Deputy Commander Administration 

201.22   1st Ind. 

HEADQUARTERS 30TH BOMBARDMENT GROUP (H), APO 959, 

BBGCO-dfs 

6 April 1945. 

TO: Commanding Officer, 27th Bomb Sq (H), APO 964, 

38th Bomb Sq (H), ARO 959, 

392nd Bomb Sq (H), APO 959, 

819th Bomb Sq (H), APO 959. 

1 wish to personally forward General BREENE’S commendation to all those who 

participated in the search. It was a fine job. The complete unexpectedness of it 

adds infinitely to the merit of its having been so well-done, All of us realize 

the hardships, both in living and operation, that had to be endured because of 

the lack of preparation. We are proud that it was members of our group who 

performed this difficult task so well. 

ELLIOTT T. PARDEE,  

Lt Colonel, Air Corps, 

Commanding. 
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EXHIBIT IV 

(Citation) 



  

 HEADQUARTERS SEVENTH AIR FORCE  

Office of the Air Force Commander 
APO 244 (AAXEX-5-ggv) 

2 May 1945 

By direction of the President of the United States, the Commanding 

General, Seventh Air Force, takes pleasure in presenting the BRONZE STAR MEDAL 

to 

Staff Sergeant JOHN C. MANGRUM, 

7007611 Air Corps, United States Army 

for service set forth in the following, and as announced in General Orders No. 

57, Headquarters Seventh Air Force, 1 May 1945: 

CITATIONS 

"For meritorious achievement and service in support of military opera-

tions against the enemy from 1 November 1943 to 1 February 1945. As Mess 

Sergeant of the *** Bombardment Squadron, Staff Sergeant MANGRUM was respon-

sible for the procuring, preparation, and dispensing of food in the unit. When 

his unit arrived at a forward combat base in November 1943, Staff Sergeant 

MANGRUM found that no buildings or other facilities were available for use as a 

kitchen or mess hall, nor was any building material available to construct a 

building. Staff Sergeant MANGRUM assumed the responsibility of procuring 

material for the construction of a mess hall needed for the personnel of his 

unit. Spending long hours and traveling a great distance, he was able to 

procure dunnage lumber from ships, and then by many long and tedious hours, 

without relief, he was able to have the lumber transported to his unit’s area. 

Within four (4) days, Staff Sergeant MANGRUM, by his exceptional qualities of 

leadership, organizational ability, and application of technical knowledge, had 

directed and supervised the complete construction of a mess hall which 

adequately filled the requirements. Staff Sergeant MANGRUM did not rest until 

he had constructed a large oven which greatly reduced the labor involved in the 

preparation of meals, and with which additions in the form of pastries and 

other culinary specialties could be added to the menu which at the time did not 

permit enough variety to insure a balanced diet. During this time Staff 

Sergeant MANGRUM devoted many hours to research on the preparation and cooking 

of dehydrated foods, some recipes which have since been published by the Army, 

and as a result of his work and application of a vast knowledge of the 

component ingredients required in a balanced diet, palatable and nourishing 

food was given to the personnel of his unit, thus greatly improving morale and 

efficiency in work. The example set by his prolonged and untiring efforts was 

inspirational to all men, not only to those under him, but to every member of 

the organization, thus reflecting great credit upon himself and the Army Air 

Forces." 

s/t WILLIAM J. FLOOD, 

Brigadier General, U.S.A., 

Commanding. 
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1 June 1945 - 30 June 1945 

1. Date of arrival and departure from each station occupied in this theater:  

Negative. 

2. Losses in action: 

Negative. 

3. Awards and Decorations: 

27 enlisted men were awarded the Good Conduct Medal on date 

of 16 June 1945 (EXHIBIT I - Squadron Orders). 

4. Organization: 

Effective 5 June 1945, this organization was reorganized in 

accordance with authorized strength and table of organization and equipment as 

indicated in T/0 & E 1-117 dated 21 July 1944 plus 12 additional combat crews 

per GO 16, AAFPQA dated 29 January 1945 and plus changes in Section II, GO S3, 

Hq AAFPOA (Admin). 

5. Personnel Strength: 

1 June 1945: 

69 Officers 

1 W/O 

9 F/O 

329 Enlisted 

Men 

30 June 1945: 

69 Officers 

1 W/O 

9 F/O 

325 Enlisted 

Men 

6. Airplane Strength: 

1 June 1945: 30 June 1945: 

                     12 B-24M’s 

                      1 B-25H 

* 12 B-24M’s 

* This figure includes one (1) B-24M which received major damage 

to the horizontal and vertical stabilizers, inflicted by an 81 mm mortar 

shell fired by a unit during a regularly scheduled practice firing exercise, 

on date of 28 June 1945. The airplane was not over a designated restricted 

area when hit. It remained in the squadron, inoperational, awaiting to be 

transferred to the Base Sub-Depot, Wheeler Field for repairs (EXHIBIT II - 

A/C ACCIDENT NARRATIVE).  
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7. Airplane Losses: 

None in combat. 

One (1) B-25H transferred to Wheeler Field Sub-Depot for tow reel 

modification and repairs on date of 27 June 1945. 
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Narrative; 

The plans for intensified training of combat crews, which started during the month 
of May were carried on through the coordination and cooperation of all sections. A 
definite shortage of personnel in most sections increased the demands on those here 
almost to their limit. With exception of one of our planes being hit by an 81 mm mortar 
shell while flying over a mortar range, no unusual incidents occurred. The enlisted men 
continue to live in tents, but due to the threat of flu they have been limited to four 
men to each tent and required to disperse as much as possible throughout the tent area 
with unoccupied tents separating the occupied ones so far as possible. No cases of flu 
have developed in the unit to date. 

Morale 

Morale has been generally satisfactory. The meeting at the first and last of the 
month held by the Group Commander gave the men information as to the future of the group 
so far as was known. This stopped a lot of unfounded rumors and created a healthier 
outlook although there was no intimation that any personnel would be sent back to the 
States soon. 

A Complaint Hour was held by the Group Administrative Inspector. During this, both 
officers and enlisted men had an opportunity to express any ideas they had that would 
improve the morale and efficiency of the section or correct policies which were creating 
hardships on any particular individual. It was found that the pass policy was not uniform 
in all sections. This was corrected immediately. 

The mess has been very satisfactory. Weekly trips are made to Hilo each Friday to 
obtain fresh vegetables. Both incoming and outgoing mail has been excellent. No delays in 
delivery have occurred in either the average time to or from the States for Air Mail. The 
latter taking from four to seven days. Parcel post requiring from four to six weeks. 

Personnel 

Capt. James F. Scott, Sq Exec Officer and Capt. James S. Kreuser Special Service & 
I & E Officer, returned to the States on TDR & R. The duties performed by Capt. Scott are 
being handled by Mr. Barraclough, Sq. Adj. Lt. Womack was appointed Sq Special Service 
Officer and Lt. Storm Sq I & E Officer.(EXHIBIT 1 Squadron Orders) 

Intelligence 

There were no changes in intelligence personnel during the month, but Lt. Storm 
was made I & E Officer in addition to his intelligence duties. Normal intelligence duties 
were performed in addition to assisting in the training of combat crews. Two hours of 
instruction was given to all crews on reporting military information. After all Group 
training missions the crews are interrogated to familiarize them with the procedure 
followed in combat areas. Pilots Report and Navigations Intelligence Report are sent on 
group missions and Pilots 
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and Navigators required to give the information called for so far as it applies to the 
mission. 

June first the section was moved to a separate building. Mess tables were moved in 
and a reading room for combat crews established as a part of their training, they are 
regularly scheduled for one hour periods to read current intelligence publications. 

CENSORSHIP is handled in the S-2 office. Officers of two combat crews being 
assigned each day to read and censor the outgoing mail. Very few infractions have been 
noted, none of these serious, the daily outgoing mail averages about 250 pieces, V-mail 
is seldom used. 

Photo 

The activities of the photo section were coordinated with the other sections in 
the training program which is under way at the present time. All waist gunners were 
given instruction in the operation, installation and use of aerial cameras. Cameras 
were installed to spot the bombs on each practice bombing mission. Without exception 
the waist gunners proved capable of taking excellent photographs. Most of our 
authorized equipment has been issued and that which is not needed for current 
operations was put in storage in warehouse near the field. 

All combat crews were photographed and one or two U. R. photographs were taken. 
The processing of film and printing pictures has been a problem. Since the Base Photo 
Laboratory facilities are not available for the handling of this work a temporary 
laboratory has been constructed by the 819th Sq and the 38th Sq. Although it has only 
limited equipment satisfactory work has been turned out without undue delay. The 
enlisted strength of the section is 50% of that authorized. 

I. & E. 

Capt. Kreuser was relieved of I & E duties effective 22 June 1945 and returned to 
the States on leave. Lt. Storm was appointed to serve as I & E Officer during his 
absence. Four meetings were held, three of these followed the outline setup in 
"Fighting Facts" the other period was taken up by the showing of two medical and one 
dental film. The average attendance of officers and enlisted men was about 75% of those 
present for duty. 

Operations 

All training for combat crews was coordinated and scheduled by operations. Six 
Group missions were flown in which our squadron furnished nine airplanes. Both attack 
and defense tactics were practiced. Every effort was made to improve formation flying. 
In one of these, our planes were escorted by P-47’s. In addition to the group missions 
four 9 plane squadron missions were flown. In these the lead was rotated to give 
experience to individual bombardiers and pilots. Four crews practiced night landings 
and one night formation flight was made by three planes. 
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Ground training was given on subjects ranging from swimming for non 

Navigation 

The squadron navigator Harold S. Bamberg 2nd Lt. is in the states on emergency leave, 
during his absence F/O Robert Clark is serving in his place. The navigators of this squadron 
have had weekly meetings to discuss any problems or difficulties that may have come up 
during that week. They have calibrated the air speed meters and have swung the compasses of 
all the squadron airplanes. Attending classes on the flight line by flights was a great help 
in reviewing the alignment of the driftmeters, astro-compasses and hand operation of the 
turrets. A navigators check list was made up for each navigator and each item was checked 
off as he completed it. 

About 50% of the navigators of this squadron have attended classes and lectures on the 
operation of Loran. They spent two days at Hickam Field attending these classes which they 
found very helpful. 

The navigators have taken part in all training flights. The most widely used type of 
navigation on these flights was Dead Reckoning. 

Most of the authorized equipment has been issued. 

Bombing 

Through the rotation of lead in flights and bombing as single planes on squadron 
missions, all bombardiers have practiced both lead and secondary procedure. Emphasis was 
placed on doing evasive action on the approach, short bomb runs and accuracy. The bomb 
impacts shown by photos taken on these missions showed uniformly excellent results. 

Gunnery 

Two tow target gunnery missions were flown. Three and four planes took part in these 
besides the B-25H, which is assigned to the squadron as a tow target plane. All planes made 
one high altitude preventive maintenance gunnery mission. One plane made two such missions. 
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Swimmers to intelligence lectures for all combat personnel. The 

classes and attendance scheduled during the month were as follows: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Medical Lecture & Films                      3 hours 

Med Lecture & Demonstrations 3 hours 

Engineering 100 hr inspection 35 hours 

 
         Radio Class 2 hours 

Ordnance 1 hour 

Swimming 4 hours 

Oxygen Movie 1 hour 
Intelligence 2 hours 
Intelligence Reading Schedule 2 hours 
Loran (Hickam Field) 16 hours 
Link Trainer l 1/2 hours 

160 personnel 

64 4 men per crew 
16 1 man per crew 
160 personnel 
32 2 men per crew 

19 personnel 

173 personnel 
160 personnel 
160 personnel 

8 personnel 
32 personnel 



 

Organizational History, 38th Bombardment Squadron (H), 30th Bombardment Group (H), Army Air 
Forces, Pacific Ocean Areas, APO 959, June 1945. 

Barracks Supply 

About half of the time of this section is required in the handling of laundry for the  
enlisted men of the squadron. Other duties have been carried on normally. Approximately 85% 
of the T O & E equipment has been issued. The squadron carpenter has made numerous small 
articles of furniture for offices and other sections. This has aided materially in the 
efficiency of those concerned. 

Transportation 

There were no unusual incidents or accidents during this period. 22,738 miles were 
driven, 1848 gallons of gasoline used. Twelve motor vehicle operators permits were issued. 
Repair parts are relatively easy to obtain which makes possible rapid repair in most cases. 

Special Services 

Capt Kreuser returned to the states for a leave. During his absence Lt. Womack, barracks 
supply officer has been placed in charge. Measures are being taken to secure additional special 
service equipment. Authorized recreation trips continue to be arranged for enlisted men where 
enough are interested to justify them. One tour of the island was made, 30 men made the trip 
and the plans now are, that eventually every man will have an opportunity to make this trip. 

Medical 

Precautions were taken to prevent the start and spread of influenza. Any one suspected 
of having flu is sent immediately to the hospital. No more than four men are allowed to 
sleep in a tent. No cases have developed to date. 

There have been no unusual cases. Of the 342 men treated, 6 were sent to the hospital. 
A room for physical examinations is being constructed. 

            Engineering 

The training program which is now in effect has put this section on the equivalent of 
combat operations. Of the 105 men authorized only 71 are present for duty. Due to this shortage 
in personnel it was necessary for each man to work a little longer and take a pass less 
frequently. This led to a noticeable lowering of morale. Every effort is being made to eliminate 
the conditions which caused this. 

The planes flew a total of 641.10 hours. Airplane No. 44-42236 was returned from the Sub 
Depot after the change of one fuel cell. Unsatisfactory reports were submitted on Ceco 
Carburetors and Heater Dump Gates. One B-25H was transferred to the Sub Depot here for tow 
reel modification. OEL equipment is 85% complete. 
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S/Sgt H. L. Christman (750 A/P Inspector), a member of the 38th Bomb Sq (H), during 
1941 and 1942., was assigned to the section as a replacement for M/Sgt A.P. Bowring 
(transferred to the mainland in May for purpose of discharge). 

Communications 

On 22 June the Communications section moved from the living area to a building 
previously occupied by the 41st Bombardment Squadron (M) on the line. Test and work benches, 
as well as shelves and mountings for Mock-ups were constructed; and the building was wired 
for 24 volt power by section personnel. Request has been made to the Base Engineers for 
additional 110 volt outlets. Telephones were installed in all sections of the squadron and 
connected with the 30th Bomb Group (H) switchboard with the aid of a linesman from the 27th 
Bomb Squadron (H). 

80% of the sections T/O & E equipment had been received by the end of June. Most of 
the equipment received has been for forward area use and has been placed in storage. Many 
items essential for operations in rear areas had not been received (for example: PE – 
143’s). The SCR - 499, now issued, is so packed as to be cumbersome for movement (23 boxes). 
A return to issuance of the SCR - 399 would, in the opinion of this section, be advantages 
for the purposes of future moves. 

The personnel shortage had grown more acute with the loss of T/Sgt Rocco P. Giordano, 
(542) section chief, and a teletype operator. T/Sgt Giordano, transferred to the mainland 
for purpose of discharge under the age policy, was replaced by S/Sgt Phillip J. Powell 
(754). MOS of S/Sgt Powell had been changed to 542 on date of 28 June. Personnel shortages 
must be alleviated before efficient operation can be begun. 

Radar 

During the latter part of June the line buildings were evacuated by the 41st Bomb 
Squadron (M) and this organization line section moved in. However due to the low priority of 
this squadron, essential materials for the erection of mock-up sets are extremely hard to 
obtain. In spite of these difficulties this unit will be in full scale operation in a short 
time. 

The arrival of four radar mechanics (Loran Navigation) brings the units strength to 
twelve men, fully sufficient to maintain the amount and type equipment now installed in this 
organization’s airplanes. 

Maintenance difficulties have been practically nil. All malfunctions and discrepancies 
have been promptly and efficiently disposed of by the mechanics assigned to this unit. 

Armament 

Our work has consisted mostly of maintaining the guns and bomb racks for training. All 
planes were given one high altitude test flight for the testing of armament equipment. There 
were very few malfunctions and these were corrected. As an additional duty this section 
maintains the B-25H tow target plane and sends one man to operate the tow target reel on all 
gun- 
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nery missions. 
Compliance with new T.O’s is slow due to shortage of personnel and difficulty in 

getting requisitions filled. 
The staff officers fired a record course with the Cal. 45 pistol and a 

familiarization course with the Cal. 30 Carbine and Cal. 45 Sub Machine Gun M-3. All  
enlisted men fired for record with the Cal. 45 Sub Machine Gun and a familiarization course 
with the pistol & carbine. 

Ordnance 

This section has been kept very busy keeping the planes sent out on training missions 
serviced with practice bombs and ammunition. The personnel strength is below that authorized 
and the loss of an additional man who went to the States on an emergency furlough reduced it 
even more. 

Ordnance furnished and serviced the weapons used in the ground firing which was 
supervised by armament. Lectures were given to combat personnel on Bombs, Fuses and 
Ammunition. 

Supplement to Personnel 

Fifteen (15) officers were promoted to the grade of 1st. Lieut., AUS on 19 June 45 
per par 2 SO 170 Hq AAFPOA, dtd 19 June 1945. 

One each EM attended clerical, bombsight, and radio maintenance service schools. 
Two (2) EM departed on Emergency furloughs and two (2) officers and one (1) EM were 

transferred during the month. 
Due to the many increases in paperwork and the acute shortages of clerks in this 

theatre, squadron administrative personnel have been putting in many extra hours to meet 
deadlines on many required reports. 
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EXHIBIT I 

(Squadron Orders) 



 

38TH BOMBARDMENT SQUADRON (H) 

Office of the Commanding Officer 

APO # 959 

16 June 1945 

ORDERS) 

1. "With concurrence of the Commanding Officer, 30th Bombardment 

Group (H), and pursuant to authority contained in Executive Order No. 

8839 (Bull. 17, W.D., 1941) as amended by Executive Order No. 9323 

(Bull. 6, W.D. 1943) and AR 600-68, dated 4 May 1943, the following 

named enlisted men having been found qualified by exemplary behavior, 

efficiency, and fidelity are awarded the Good Conduct Medal”: 

Evans, Leonard J. 33072706 T/Sgt 

Richards, Ted Jr. 39551494 T/Sgt 

Hartley, Alfred C. 37437135 S/Sgt 

Hoffman, Jack K. 39271987 S/Sgt 

Marek, Stanislaus 36352679 S/Sgt 

White, James E. 38345678 S/sgt 

Wrubel, Louis J. 31007442 S/Sgt 

Fassinger, Harold C. 35925066 Sgt 

Hohensee, Carl W. 31410652 Sgt 

O’Donnell, Burton E. 19074906 Sgt 

Opielowski, Bolac H. 31287680 Sgt 

Orr, Marvin L. 38018846 Sgt 

Reid, John J., Jr. 32975754 Sgt 

Richman, Arthur 13039274 Sgt 

Selinske, Francis M. 12151768 Sgt 

Wangro, Leonard 32886419 Sgt 

Bass, Charles D., Jr. 34947806 Cpl 

Girard, Charles F. 11111583 Cpl 

Keech, Frank C. 36467355 Cpl 

Landreaux, Louis H. 38329183 Cpl 

Poarch, Vergil H. 39727504 Cpl 

Price, John E. 34597074 Cpl 

Smith, Almon M. 37152681 Cpl 

Timko, Steven G. 42005376 Cpl 

Dumas, Oliver W. 34802289 Pfc 

Kamer, Robert L. 15374853 Pvt 

Patterson, Earlen F. 34710074 Pvt 

BY ORDER OF MAJOR WARREN: 

NILE G. BARRACLOUGH, 

CWO, USA, 

Adjutant. 

 

NILE G. BARRACLOUGH 

CWO, USA, 



 

38TH BOMBARDMENT SQUADRON (H) 

Office of the Commanding Officer 
APO # 959 

22 June 1945 

ORDERS) 

1. 1st Lieutenant (9301) WASH STORM JR., 0564417, AC, Special Duty 
with this organization, is in addition to his other duties appointed 
Squadron Information and Education Officer (A) during the absence of 
Captain JAMES S. KREUSER, 0752 5 5, AC, now on TDR&R in the 
Continental U.S. 
 

2. 1st Lieutenant JAMES C. WOMACK, 0560490, AC, is in addition to his 
other duties appointed Squadron Athletic and Special Service Officer 
(A) during the absence of Captain JAMES S. KREUSER, 0752 5 5, AC, now 
on TDR&R in the Continental U.S. 

BY ORDER OF MAJOR WARREN: 

OFFICIAL: 

NILE G. BARRACLOUGH, 
CWO, U.S.A. 
Adjutant. 

s/t NILE G. BARRACLOUGH,  
CWO, U.S.A.,  
Adjutant. 

DISTRIBUTION: 1 Copy 30th Bomb Gp (H), APO 959 

1 Copy VI ASAC, APO 959, Att. A-l 
1 Copy AAF POA (Admin), APO 953, Att. A-l 

1 Copy ea Off concerned 
1 Copy file 



 

Organizational History, 38th Bombardment Squadron (H), 30th Bombardment Group 

(H), Army Air Forces, Pacific Ocean Areas, APO 959, June 1945* 

EXHIBIT II 

(A/C Accident Narrative) 



 

C O N F I D E N T I A L 

38TH BOMBARDMENT SQUADRON (H) 
Office of the Intelligence Officer 

APO # 959 

28 June 1945 

SUBJECT: Narrative Report on Damage to B-24M A/P NO. 44-42223 by Explosive 
Shell over Friendly Area. 

TO : Commanding Officer, 30th Bombardment Group (H), APO # 959.  

ATT: Intelligence Officer. 

1. Airplane No. 44-42223, of the 38th Bombardment Squadron (H), piloted 
by Lt. Owen C. Prather, took off from Wheeler Field with three (3) planes 
from the 819th Bombardment Squadron (H) at 281730Z on a Gunnery mission 
scheduled by 30th Bombardment Group (H). After take-off all planes flew 
directly to the designated ranges, M-29 and M-32. Firing started at 281800Z 
and continued until 281900Z. 

2. After firing was completed by A/P 44-42223 the pilot called for and 
received permission from the lead plane to return to base. He then took a 
course of 170 degrees to Wheeler Field. As he approached Wheeler he called 
the tower and received permission to enter the traffic pattern. After 
receiving permission to enter the traffic pattern, while flying at 3,500 
feet, 31 miles from Wheeler Field the left horizontal stabilizer was hit by 
an explosive shell. The resulting explosion seriously damaged the horizontal 
and vertical stabilizers, almost completely destroyed the left elevator and 
stripped the covering off the left rudder besides severing the controls 
which lead to it. In addition, fragments from the shell made numerous holes 
in the fuselage of the plane on the left side behind the waist window -- 
some of these went completely through and came out on the right side. 
Fragments also made one or two holes through the right stabilizer and the 
Cammand antenna was severed. 

3. In spite of this damage, the pilot did not lose control of the plane 
but was unable to contact Wheeler Tower on either Command or VHP. However, 
he was able to contact "Lizzard” control on CHF and through them obtained 
permission to make a left hand approach and emergency landing at Wheeler 
Field. A normal right hand turn could not be made. The airplane landed at 
281930.* There were no casualties. 

4. The attached sketch shows the approximate courses followed before 
and after being hit. 

1 Incl. 

Incl. #1 – Sketch. 

s/t WASH STORM, Jr., 
  1st Lt., Air Corps, 
Intelligence Officer. 

CONFIDENTIAL 



   



 



 

 

Organizational History, 38th Bombardment Squadron (H), 30th Bombardment 

Group (H), Army Air Force, Middle Pacific, APO 959.  

1 July 1945 - 31 July 1945 

1. Date of arrival and departure from each station occupied in this 

theater: 

No change. 

2. Losses in action: 

None. 

3. Awards and Decorations: 

None. 

4. Organization: 

No change. 

5. Personnel Strength: 

1 July 1945: 

69 Officers 

1 W/O 
9 F/O 

325 Enlisted Men 

6. Airplane Strength: 

1 July 1945: 

* 12 B-24M’s 

 

31 July 1945: 

72 Officers 

1 W/O 

7 F/O 
347 Enlisted Men 

31 July 1945: 

12 B-24M’s 

1 B-25H 

* This figure includes 1 B-24M inoperational. This airplane 
received major damage from an 81 mm mortar shell on date of 28 June 
1945 and was reported in the June installment of organizational 
history. 

1 B-24M was assigned the squadron on date of 30 July 1945 
from GCRC, Barking Sands, Kauai. 

1 B-25H (transferred from this squadron to Wheeler Field 
Sub Depot for modification and repairs on date of 27 June 1945) was 
received on date of 21 July 1945. 

7. Airplane Losses: 

 

1 B-24M (received major damage from an 81 mm mortar shell 

on date of 28 June 1945) was transferred to Wheeler Field Sub-

Depot on date of 2 July 1945.   



 

Organizational History, 38th Bombardment Squadron (H), 30th Bombardment Group 

(H), Army Air Force, Middle Pacific, APO 959, July 1945. 

Narrative: 

The training of combat crews in all phases of anticipated combat operations 

has been going ahead according to plans and policies established in the Group 

and Squadron. There are shortages of personnel in most sections except Radar. 

The men from this section (Radar) have been assisting in other sections. So far 

as possible high point men have been and are being released for return to the 

States for discharge or reassignment. A total of sixty-six (66) men with 85 

and more points were still remaining in the organization at the end of the 

month. 

There was only one flying incident that might have had serious consequences. 

Shortly after take off from Barking Sands Airport, Kauai, the left life raft 

cover on a plane piloted by Lt. Owen C. Prather opened and allowed the raft to 

blow out. The raft caught on the left horizontal stabilizer and remained there 

flopping in the slip-stream until Lt. Prather made an emergency landing at 

Barking Sands. There were no casualties although some damage to the plane 

resulted. Immediately after landing the 38th Bombardment Squadron (H) was re- 

lieved of the assignment of this plane. (EXHIBIT II — Aircraft Accident 

Narrative.) 

Morale 

Morale continued satisfactory during the month. There were no serious 

gripes. Relationship between officers and enlisted men had been excellent. 

Relations with neighboring communities remained satisfactory. Recreational 

facilities, Mail and Mess continued to be good. In order that fresh vegetables 

could continue to be served at noon meals, squadron enlisted personnel had 

unanimously agreed to contribute one dollar and fifty cents ($1.50) monthly 

from their pays ($1.50 per person). Officers who eat the noon meal in the 

squadron mess contribute five cents for each meal. All contributions 

are placed in the squadron fund from which fund vegetables and condiments are 

purchased. Vegetables are purchased on the island of Hawaii weekly. 

The squadron Day Room had still remained popular. Several around the 

island tours were organized by Special Service. A definite recreational dis- 

patch policy on vehicles had been established whereby transportation may be 

obtained by officers and enlisted men for authorized purposes. 

Personnel 

Effective 1 July 1945 Major Edward L. Burge became the squadron1s 

Commanding Officer. Major Burge relieved Major Vernon B. Warren who had 

departed for the Mainland for reassignment. 

Major Burge was born in Chicago, Illinois on date of 23 October 1917. 

He attended the University of Illinois before entering flying school at Tulsa, 

Oklahoma. From Tulsa he went through Randolph Field, Texas and then to Kelly 

Field, San Antonio Texas, graduating from Kelly Field on date of 21 June 1940. 
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Organizational History, 38th Bombardment Squadron (H), 30th Bombardment Group (H), 

Army Air Force, Middle Pacific, APO 959, July 1945. 

His assignments have included duty with the 19th Bombardment Group (H), 41st 

Bombardment Group (M), Headquarters IV Bomber Command, and Headquarters 4th Air 

Force as Supervisor of Gunnery Instruction. He left the States on date of 21 May 

1945 for his overseas assignment. This is the second time Major Burge has been in 

Hawaii. He participated in the first ferry flight from the States to Hawaii in May 

1941 and stayed in the Territory two weeks at that time. 

Before joining the Army Air Force Major Burge held a Reserve Commission in 

the Field Artillery. He now holds a Regular Army Appointment dating from 5 October 

1942, is rated a Senior Pilot and has been checked out on B-24’s, B-25’s and other 

combat airplanes. 

* * * * * * 

The following named officers were promoted to the grade of 1st Lieutenant AUS 

on 28 July 1945 per par 7 & 8 SO 13 Prov Hq AAF MIDPAC dtd 28 July 1945: Robert E. 

Cartt, Vincent P. Dunn, Harold S. Harlow, Jay P. Musler Owen C. Prather, Robert A. 

Young, Royal J. Bryan, Donald M. Cole, and David A. Prieb. The following named 

officer was promoted to the grade of 1st Lieutenant AUS on 20 July 1945 per par 5 

SO 5 Prov Hq AAFMIDPAC, dtd 20 July 1945: Andrew J. Courviosier. The following 

named Flight Officers were promoted to the grade of 2nd Lieutenant AUS on 11 July 

1945 per TWX fr CG AAFPOA dtd 28 June 1945: Robert C. Clark, and Steven J. Pittas. 

The following number of enlisted men were promoted to the next higher rank on date 

of 1 July 1945 per par 6 SO 59 Hq 30th Bombardment Group (H): 11 Corporals, 8 

Privates First Class, and 4 Privates. 

No personnel attended service schools during the month. Two men, Cpl. John T. 

Merritt and Cpl. Sanford Clark, were given emergency furloughs. Five officers were 

assigned and four transferred during the month. Twenty-nine enlisted men were assigned 

and seven transferred during the month. 

Officers duty assignments during the month are shown in EXHIBIT I - Squadron 

Orders. 

Intelligence 

Captain Jean M. R. Audette returned to the squadron on date of 29 July from 

completing a course in Radar Intelligence on the Mainland. Plans were made to the 

effect that Capt. Audette would be transferred to Hq 30th Bomb. Group (H) and Lt. 

Wash Storm Jr. would remain in the squadron. Lt. Storm had been the squadron 

Intelligence Officer during Capt. Audette’s absence. (Captain Audette was transferred 

to the Intelligence Section of Hq 30th Bomb. Group (H) on date of 1 August 1945). 

Normal intelligence duties were performed during the month. Crews were 

interrogated and preliminary mission reports submitted on all Group ordered 

training missions. Combat crews continued to report to the section at one hour 

periods for current Intelligence material. Instruction in the recognition of U.S., 

British, and Japanese aircraft was given combat crews by S/Sgt. J. Bobby, Section 

Chief. 
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Organizational History, 38th Bombardment Squadron (H), 30th Bombardment Group (H), 

Army Air Force, Middle Pacific, APO 959, July 1945. 

Officers from two combat crews continue to assist the Unit censor daily in 

the censoring of mail. A very few but minor infractions of censor regulations were 

noted. Censorship is conducted in the S-2 office. 

Photo 

Personnel strength of the Photo Section dropped from two (2) men to one (1) 

man. Authorized strength is four (4) men. Processing of film forced the forming of 

a laboratory manned by all squadrons of the 30th Bomb Group (H) having more than 

one (1) man in their respective photo sections. A work-order plan was instituted to 

synchronize laboratory work within the group. 

Information & Education 

Four (4) I & E programs were held during the month. Three (3) of these were 

discussions, the other was two current movies issued by the Armed Services. Topics 

discussed were: Army Medicine, Propaganda, and Soldier Finance and Insurance. 

Considerable interest was shown in each of these and attendance was approximately 

80% of those present for duty. An increased effort is being made to acquaint 

members of this unit with the services of the Armed Forces Institute in providing 

textbooks and manuals for study on many different subjects. 

Operations 

Operations during the month consisted of continuing the air and ground 

training of combat crews. The following missions were flown: 

8 Squadron day bombing 8 Squadron gunnery 

2 “ night bombing 3 Night landings and take-offs 

4 Group day bombing 3 Transition and Instrument practice 

2 Flights, navigation to Midway 

On one flight to Midway 3,000 lbs of mail was carried to the men stationed 

there and several men who were waiting to return (Naval personnel) to Hawaii 

brought back, along with a Gooney Bird that liked beer. 

Ground training consisted of the 

average attendance shown:  

following classes with total hours and 

 _________ SUBJECT ______  

Engineering (Maintenance) 

Aircraft Recognition Link 

Trainer 

Code and Radio procedure  

Radio (pre-flight)  

Navigation problems  

Ditching lecture  

Intelligence reading  

Formation-stick lecture 

HOURS ATTENDANCE 

21 32 
                   

2 1/2 

160 

                   

1 1/2 
32 

40 16 

6 16 

2 11 

1 60 

             

1 1/2 

160 
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(H), Army Air Force, Middle Pacific, APO 959, July 1945. 

 HOURS ATTENDANCE 

* Movie and lecture "Wet & Winter Clothing” 2 160 

Swimming class 2 6 

Bombing lecture "Flak Intelligence” 1 24 

* Movies - "Weekly Digest of news and Battle 1 160 

of San Pietro” 

* In addition to combat crew members all other squadron personnel attended these 

movies and lecture. 

Navigation 

On 24 July, Captain Charles W. Kleuser was transferred to the 38th 

Bombardment Squadron (H) from the 819th Bombardment Squadron (H) as new Squadron 

Navigator. 

Since that time, the navigators have had regular classes scheduled in which 

they have been given a series of problems to work illustrating controlled 

E.T.A., Radius of action, and pre-flight planning of short bombing missions (4 

hours). 

Lt. R.C. Clark prepared the navigation annex for the mission on 21 July 

(Group mission). The briefing was given to the Group by Capt. Kleuser and the 

mission was led by Lt. K.F. Alexander. According to the new Group policy, the 

lead squadron prepares the plans for Saturday missions and gives the briefing. 

A new policy in effect since Capt. Kleuser has become Squadron Navigator 

has been that all Navigators are required to turn in a Log Sheet to Operations 

at the completion of their mission, in order that closer criticism and super-

vision may be given to their work, thereby stimulating more interest of navi-

gators in their profession. 

Missions designed strictly for navigation proficiency are being flown by 

each navigator to Midway Island, a trip of approximately 1,150 nautical miles 

each way. These flights have been taking off at Wheeler Field about 0930 HWT 

arriving at Midway at 1600 HWT. Day over-water navigation practice is afforded 

that cannot be accomplished on local flights. The flights depart Midway 2300 HWT 

the same day, flying all night, arriving Wheeler Field at sunrise the following 

day. Celestial Navigation at night on these trips has proved to be excellent 

training as well as proficiency for the Navigators. 

Bombardment 

During the month of July, this squadron participated in 14 bombing mis-

sions. These included bombing from 20,000’ to medium and low altitude (400’) 

attacks suitable for strikes against shipping. 

A variety of attacks (plans) were used attacks varying in Group 

and Squadron strength, and in flights and individual runs on 

the targets. Most 

 

 
  -5- 



 

Organizational History, 38th Bombardment Squadron (H), 30th Bombardment Group (H), 
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of the missions were daylight flights, there being two night flights to the lighted 

target on Kauai Island. The emphasis on all missions was on evasive action and 

short runs over the target. 

With two new Radar equipped planes now in the squadron, and two Radar trained 

crews, intensive Radar training for all crews is to start immediately. 

Gunnery 

During the month of July, the 38th Bomb. Squadron flew on eight (8) gunnery 

missions consisting of twenty-eight (28) sorties. Fifteen (15) sorties were air-to-

water gunnery; thirteen (13) were air-to-air. A total of 34,005 rounds of .50 cal. 

practice ammunition was expended. 

On 18 July, five (5) enlisted gunnery instructors, (MOS 938) were attached to 

the squadron and a ground school gunnery training schedule was initiated. The first 

classes were held in the Group Gunnery Training Building on 30 July. One hour of 

instruction on the K-13 sight was given to each of six (6) crews during the last 

two days of the month. 

Medical 

On date of 26 July the squadron Medical Section sprayed the entire interior, 

including cots and mattresses, of 3 barracks with DDT just prior to personnel of 

the squadron moving in. On 7 July the Flight Surgeon and two enlisted personnel 

assisted in the I & E meeting giving a lecture on War Medicine. 

Ten men were admitted to the hospital for disease and three men for injuries. 

A total of 254 treatments were administered during the month. The Group X-Ray is 

expected to be in operation soon for benefit of Group and all Squadrons personnel. 

Engineering 

Engineering line training indicated a definite improvement in combat 

engineers. Crews have had various lectures in engineering, ditching, and emergency 

procedures. 

A total of approximately 15 men with 85 to 100 points have returned to the 

Mainland for discharge or reassignment to date. There are approximately 75 men 

assigned to the section but only 50 to 60 present for duty. Line equipment is but 

85% complete. 

Total airplane time during the month had been approximately 780 hours. 

Communications 

Few changes have occurred only in the personnel and supply situation. 
 

An attempt was made to alleviate the personnel shortage somewhat bv assigning 
 
three extra combat men to the section but the men are radio operators and 
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Army Air Force, Middle Pacific, APO 959, July 1945. 

are unskilled as Radio Mechanics. The return to a squadron strength of fifteen 

airplanes with no replacement of missing personnel would result in a decrease of 

maintenance standards. The personnel shortages are becoming so acute that it’s 

beginning to be a primary factor in maintenance. 

The location of the interphone Jack Box (BC-1366) in the left waist position is 

such that the link and cartridge ejection chutes of the .50 cal. machine-gun in that 

position throws links and cartridges into the Jack Box cutting the Belden Braid 

which covers the wires. An unsatisfactory report had been submitted. 

The Reel Control Box, (BC-46I) which is installed in the B-24M airplane does not 

have a spring-loaded handle, thus it is easy to accidentally trip this handle, 

releasing the trailing wire antenna. When flying in formation or landing this is 

exceedingly dangerous. This section has placed a metal guard over the handle. An 

unsatisfactory report had also been submitted on this discrepancy. 

 

 

 

 

Armament 

 
Armament work had been on the increase during the month. Material back ordered 

on modifications started to come in. The K-7 Gun Mount modification was completed 

except for two (2) airplanes. Gunnery missions were stepped up — too many 

malfunctions occurred but a majority were operational rather maintenance. All in 

all, both bombing and gunnery missions were satisfactory. Installation of the 

Formation Stick was excellent -- seven planes are now complete and the remainder 

should be within two weeks. Little difficulty was encountered in installation except 

for a defective relay that had to be replaced and a modification on some of the 

Function Selector switches that necessitated removal of four (4) such switches in 

order to comply with regulations. The Stick has proved, thus far, worthwhile. Pilots 

reports are satisfactory on the Stick. 

The section received ten (10) shortage replacements in airplane armorers 

(911s). This leaves a shortage of five (5). The replacements had no experience in B-

24 type or Heavy Units -- all were either pursuit or in training schools where they 

trained gunners or cadets, etc. This puts an additional strain on the remaining 

experienced personnel as they will not only be required to train gunners but the 

replacements as well. There was considerable rank in the replacements, thereby 

preventing the promotions of several well deserving men. 

Four (4) Pfc’s were promoted to Corporal during the first of the month prior to 

the replacements arrival. 

Ordnance 

On date of 23 July Lt. Matthew S. Weinberg had been appointed Squadron Ordnance 

Officer. The squadron had been minus an ordnance officer ever since leaving Saipan 

Island, Marianas Islands. 
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The section is still operating with a minimum of personnel. The extended 

training program has been keeping the Ordnance men exceedingly busy during the past 

month. They filled 700 practice bombs and hauled and handled 34,005 round of .50 

cal. training ammunition. 

The section received three more Bomb Service Trucks M6, bringing the total to 

E/E strength of five. One additional Trailer M5 was received and assembled, making a 

total of six trailers now held, or one-half of the T/E allowance. The section has 

more vehicles than it has personnel; it keeps them on the run maintaining them. 

From all accounts, the inspection of weapons conducted by Base on 26 July found 

the weapons in satisfactory condition. Fifty-one (51) Carbines were picked up by 

Base to be blued. Taking into consideration the amount of weapons in the squadron, 

they were as a whole in good shape, far better than anticipated. It proved the fact 

that the men cooperated with the section to make the inspection a success. 

All Carbines in the hands of personnel (138 Carbines) were modified during the 

month. A new hammers and hammer-spring were put in with the purpose of reducing the 

trigger pull. Modification of the weapons was done by section personnel. 

There are nine (9) Ordnance men in the section at present, eight (8) of these 

are eligible for replacement and discharge. 

Miscellaneous 

All enlisted personnel with the exception of administrative and combat crew 

members had moved from tents to 2 two-story barracks near the old living area during 

the latter part of the month. All combat crew officers moved from two-apartment 

bungalows to one barracks building. This unit has been assigned a total of 3 

barracks. One and one-half of the two-apartment bungalows had been assigned to 

combat crew officers as day or recreational rooms. One and one-half of the two-

apartment bungalows are used as quarters for administrative officers. Two of the 

two-apartment bungalows were occupied by the following sections; Orderly Room, 

Supply, Operations, and Intelligence. The Transportation Office had moved from the 

old area (from one-room frame buildings) to a quonset hut near the living area. The 

enlisted mens day-room and Mess hall continue to be used in the old area which is 

adjacent to the new area. All moving had been accomplished by the last day of the 

month. Administrative enlisted personnel and combat crew enlisted personnel are 

quartered in tents in the new living area. 

 

WASH STORM,Jr.,  

1st Lieut., Air Corps, 

Squadron Historian. 
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EXHIBIT I 

(Squadron Orders) 



 

 

38th BOMBARDMENT SQUADRON (H) 

Office of the Commanding Officer 

APO # 959 

5 July 1945 

ORDERS) 

1. 1st Lieutenant JAMES C. WOMACK, 0560490, AC is in addition to 
his other duties appointed a member of the Squadron Council (A) during 

the absence of Captain JAMES F. SCOTT, 0576213, AC, now on TDR&R in the 

Continental U.S. 

2. 1st Lieutenant DONALD J. RESSE, 0828239, AC, is appointed 
Squadron “B” 

Flight Commander (P) vice 1st Lieutenant GEORGE E. BRACCHI, 
0774499, AC, relieved. 

3. 2nd Lieutenant DONALD M. COLE, 0929071, AC, is appointed 

Squadron “B” Flight Navigator (P) vice 1st Lieutenant ALBERT P. 

CHITTENDEN, 02063359, AC, relieved. 

4.  2nd Lieutenant DAVID A. PRIEB, 0929046, AC, is appointed 

Squadron “B” Flight Bombardier (P) vice 1st Lieutenant GORDON W. 

BISSELL, 0780290, AC, relieved. 

5. 1st Lieutenant GEORGE E. BRACCHI, 0774499,  AC,  is appointed 

Squadron Operations Officer (P) during the absence of Captain LLOYD D. 

REEKS JR. 01000455, AC, now absent sick in a General Hospital. 

BY ORDER OF MAJOR BURGE: 

OFFICIAL: 

NILE G. BARRACLOUGH, 

CWO, U.S.A., 
Adjutant. 

  NILE G. BARRACLOUGH, 

CWO, U.S.A.,  

Adjutant. 

DISTRIBUTION: 1 copy 30th Bomb Gp (H), APO 959 

1 copy VI ASAC, APO 959, Att. A-l 

1 copy AAF POA (Admin), APO 953, Att. A-l 
1 copy ea Off concerned 
1 copy file 



 

38TH BOMBARDMENT SQUADRON (H) 
Office of the Commanding Officer 

APO # 959 

23 July 1945 

ORDERS) 

Lt Captain CHARLES W. KLEUSER, 0724048, AC, is appointed Squadron 

Navigation Officer (P). 

2. 1st Lieutenant MATTHEW S. WEINBERG, 01036080, ORD, is appointed 

Squadron Ordnance Officer (P) and in addition to his other duties is 

appointed Squadron Camouflage Officer (A). 

J. Captain DONALD F. HAYNE, 0862731, AC, is relieved as Squadron 

Ass’t Cryptographic Security Officer (A). 

4. Captain DONALD F. HAYNE, 0862731, AC, is in addition to his other 

duties appointed Squadron Cryptographic Security Officer (A). 

5.  2nd Lieutenant FRANKLIN COHN, 0872199, AC, is appointed Squadron 
Ass’t Operations Officer (P) and in addition to his other duties is 

appointed Squadron Ass’t Radar Officer (A) . 

6. Under the provisions of AR 380-5, dtd 15 March 1944, Captain 

DONALD F. HAYNE, 0862731, AC, is designated as Squadron Official Officer 

Courier. 

BY ORDER OF MAJOR BURGE: 

NILE G. BARRACLOUGH, 
WO, U.S.A.,  
Adjutant. 

OFFICIAL: 

 
NILE G. BARRACLOUGH,  

CWO, U.S.A.,  

Adjutant. 

DISTRIBUTION: 1 copy 30th Bomb Gp (H), APO 959 

1 copy VI ASAC, APO 959, ATT. A-l 
1 copy AAF POA (Admin), APO 953, Att. A-l 
1 copy ea Off concerned 
1 copy file 



 

38TH BOMBARDMENT SQUADRON (H) 
Office of the Commanding Officer 

APO # 959 

25 July 

1945 

ORDERS) 

1. 2nd Lieutenant FRANKLIN COHN, 0872199, AC. 
is in addition to his other duties appointed 
Squadron IFF Officer (A). 

 

BY ORDER OF MAJOR BURGE: 

OFFICIAL: 

                                                                        

NILE G. BARRACLOUGH,  
                                                                                               

CWO, U.S.A., 

                                                                                                      

Adjutant.  
 

CWO, U.S.A., 

Adjutant. 
s/t NILE G. BARRACLOUGH,  

CWO, U.S.A.,  

Adjutant. 

DISTRIBUTION: 1 copy 30th Bomb Gp (H), APO 959 

1 copy VI ASAC, APO 959, Ht. A-l 
1 copy AAF POA (Admin), APO 953, 
Att. A-l 
1 copy ea Off concerned 
1 copy file 
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EXHIBIT II 

(Aircraft Accident Narrative) 



  

CONFIDENTIAL 

38TH BOMBARDMENT SQUADRON (H) 

Office of the Intelligence Officer 

APO 959 

30 July 1945. 

SUBJECT: Aircraft Accident Narrative on B-24M No. 948. 

TO: Commanding Officer, Hqs 30th Bombardment Group (H), APO 959.  

Att: Intelligence Officer. 

1. 2nd Lt. Owen C. Prather, Pilot, and skeleton crew consisting of Lt. 

R.C. Bledsoe, Co-pilot; Ass’t. Eng. Sgt. P.B. Linton; Radio Operator Pfc. 

R.J. Dinnean; all of the 38th Bombardment Squadron (H), were taken to Barking 

Sands, Kauai by Lt. Lesslie M. Bennett for the purpose to fly a new B-24M 

back to Wheeler Field.  Lt. Prather and crew landed at Barking Sands at about 
1400 local time 30 July. After landing, Lt. Prather filed a clearance to 

Wheeler Field, signed for the new B-24M, #948, went out to the plane - gave 

it a pre-flight inspection and after finding nothing to indicate that the 

plane was not ready to fly used the normal procedure to take off. Take off 

time was 1540 local 30 July. 

2. After getting into the air the tower called and said that the left 

life raft release hatch had opened on take off. Lt. Prather leveled his plane 
to check this. Altitude was 2,000 feet. The life-raft blew out immediately 

without inflating and caught on the left horizontal stabilizer. 

3. Damage to the airplane consisted of completely destroyed control 
surfaces of the left elevator, one large dent in the leading edge of the 
left horizontal stabilizer, and the radio antenna and radio compass were 
knocked off. Vibration throughout the plane was severe. The order to 
prepare to bail out was given as Lt. Prather headed back for the field. The 
plane was tested at 150 mph, all controls functioned and the plane flew 
normally except for severe vibration. Altitude was maintained at 2,000 
feet. The crew was then told not to bail out. The pilot then contacted 
Barking Sands tower and got a clearance for a straight in approach. 
Approach and landing were normal but at a speed of 150 mph to compensate 
for the loss of elevator surface. The life-raft stayed on until after 
landing. There were no casualties. 

4. While standing around the plane immediately after landing, one of 
the men who came over remarked that this was the fourth (4th) time an accident 
of this type had occurred at the field. 

5. Lt. Prather then reported to Operations and received permission to 

return to Wheeler Field in an airplane from the 392nd Bombardment Squadron 

(H). This airplane landed at Wheeler Field at about 1715 local time, 30 July. 

s/t WASH STORM, Jr.,  
1st Lieut., Air Corps,  
Intelligence Officer. 

CONFIDENTIAL 

 



 

 
 

                   Organizational History, 38th Bombardment Squadron (H), 30th Bombardment 
                   Group (H), 7th Fighter Wing, Army Air Force, Middle Pacific, APO 959.   

1 August 1945 - 31 August 1945 

1. Date of arrival and departure from each station occupied in this theater; 

No change. 

 

2. Losses in action:  

  

None.  

 

3. Awards and Decorations: 

25 men awarded the Good Conduct Medal on date of 21 August 1945.  

(EXHIBIT I - Squadron Orders 25). 

Authorization to wear the Bronze Service Star on the Asiatic-Pacific 

Theater Ribbon for participation in the Western Pacific Campaign and Air 

Offensive, Japan Campaign. (EXHIBIT I - Squadron Orders 22,23) 

4. Organization: 

No change. 

5.  Personnel Strength: 

1 August 1945: 

 

1 August 1945: 

 

72 Officers 

1 W/O 

7 F/O 

347 Enlisted Men 

31 August 1945: 

77 Officers 

1 W/O 

4 F/O 

302 Enlisted Men 

6. Airplane Strength: 

1 August 1945: 

12 B-24M's 

* 1 B-25H 

31 August 1945: 

12 B-24M's 

* Transferred from 38th Bombardment Squadron to 17th Tow Target 

Squadron. 

7. Airplane Losses: 

None. 
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Organizational History, 38th Bombardment Squadron (H), 30th Bombardment Group (H), 

7th Fighter Wing, Army Air Force, Middle Pacific, APO 959, August 1945. 

Narrative: 

The month of August has provided its hare of excitement. First there was the 

Capitulation of Japan and Second a gunner on Lt. Bennett’s crew fell off a cliff 

while hiking in the mountains. 

The acceptance of the Japanese defeat was rather calm, and celebration was 

rather light when viewed in the light of what had happened. However, thoughts of home 

sprang to the front in the men’s minds and morale took a short rise. 

The training program continues even though the war is over. This will be kept up 

until some new order is received which will stop all squadron activities in reference 

to training. 

Shortages continue in personnel due to release of High-point men and a new 

policy has been instigated to help this out. Flying personnel are being given ground 

duty in addition to their flying duties. This is being done to keep the men busy and 

to familiarize them with administrative work. The combat crew enlisted men are 

assigned to work on the line where they will do maintenance work. 

The accident of Irving W. Scott, Lt Bennett’s gunner, provided the squadron with 

its personal excitement. Scott and Paul B. Linton, another gunner, went hiking in the 

hills on Aug. 16, ’45. During the climb Scott fell off a cliff and was injured. 

Linton was unable to reach him and so started back to camp. Four hours later he got 

word to the squadron of the accident. A rescue party was made up and started after 

Scott. The scene of the accident was not reached until after midnight of the same 

day. Scott was not found however, until Friday afternoon of Aug. 17 and he was found 

on a ledge by Lt. Bennett. Lt. Bennett took Scott off of the ledge and back to 

safety. Scott suffered minor cuts and bruises and had a cold developed from exposure. 

The Vanguards, 38th Sqdn. softball team, won the Wheeler Field championship 

playoffs and now reign supreme. Under the able managing of "Lips” Trigony the team 

entered the AAFPOA playoffs but were beaten. They are a good team even in defeat. 

Morale 

So long as the war continued even the most reactionary among the men could 

rationalize his being here, the training program, and such other duties as were 

required of him. With the final and definite end of hostilities this is no longer 

possible. The majority of the numbers of this Squadron, even with some replacements, 

are still the men who came overseas with the unit or even older men in time from the 

11th Bombardment Group (H). The majority of these men have been overseas almost two 

years. All have high point scores and many have more than the number specified by the 

War Department to make them eligible for release. These men are now key men in the 

squadron. They are definitely antagonistic towards any business as usual program 

which make their services necessary to the squadron. There is absolutely no interest 

in any duty that does not have as its object the speeding up of their release and 

return to the States. These men were civilians before they came into the army. While 

the war lasted they were excellent soldiers -- now that 
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Organizational History, 38th Bombardment Squadron (H), 30th Bombardment Group (H), 

7th Fighter Wing, Army Air Force, Middle Pacific, APO 959, August 1945. 

Morale 

the war is over they are again civilians in attitude and feeling being held in the army 

against their will. 

The morale among the officers is in most cases no better than among the enlisted 

men. There have been no officers returned to the States on points and at present there 

is no evidence that any ever will be. Yet officers in the States are being released 

according to "Stars and Stripes" with as few as forty or fifty points. The question 

every officer wants answered is whether or not he will have to wait for a replacement 

and if so when can that replacement be expected when release appears to be so easy for 

those in the States. 

Personnel 

Losses of Combat Personnel: 

Lt. Reese and crew to 819th Bombardment Squadron (H) Lt. Cartt and crew to 

819th Bombardment Squadron (H) Enlisted combat crew personnel to C.P.B.C. 

Gains in Combat Personnel: 

Lt. Brown and crew from 819th Bombardment Squadron (H) Lt. Quinn and crew 

from 819th Bombardment Squadron (H) 1st Lt. Aristedes L. Lauros (1035) from 

Group Headquarters. 

Awards during the month were for the Good Conduct Medal only. 

Men attending Service Schools during the month: None. 

Men on emergency furlough during the month: None. 

Officers and enlisted men on regular furlough during month TDR&R: None. 

Officers assigned during the month: 13 

Officers transferred during the month: 11 

Enlisted men assigned during the month: 20 

Enlisted men transferred during the month: 65 

The following named officer was promoted to the grade of 1st Lieutenant AUS on 7 

August 1945 per par 15 SO 23 Prov Hq AAFMIDPAC dated 7 August 1945. 

Promotions of enlisted men were on Group Special Orders No. 71, a copy of which 

has been forwarded to your office. 
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Organizational History, 38th Bombardment Squadron (H), 30th Bombardment 

Group (H), 7th Fighter Wing, Army Air Force, Middle Pacific, APO 959, 

August 1945. 

Intelligence 

Intelligence functions and training had dwindled considerably with the 

cessation of hostilities. Two (2) lectures on Aerial Photography were 

given officers and men of air crews. Primary duties toward the latter part 

of the month consisted of maintaining and issuing Pilots Operational Folders 

and Air Route Guides; maintaining a status board on all changes in danger 

areas in the Territory from daily teletype messages for the safety of our 

air crews while in flight; Censorship; and the preparation of the following 

standard reports: Intelligence Control Report, Organizational History, 

Ten-Day Bomb and Ammunitions Expenditure Report, Monthly Summary of Air Sea 

Rescue Incidents and Unit Censors Report. 

Sgt. George W. Matthews of the section, was the first S-2 man to leave 

for the mainland to be discharged. Sgt. Matthews was one of the original 

men of the unit, being assigned to the squadron in 1941 when the Organiza- 

tion was stationed at New Orleans Army Air Base, Louisiana. 

In event replacements would not arrive for the men of the section 

eligible for discharge, two officers and two enlisted men on combat crew 

status were assigned duties in the section in addition to their primary 

duties as air crew members. 

Photo 

With the transfer of T/Sgt. Conrad, the only man assigned to this unit 

for photographic duties, to APO 968 for return to the States, the squadron 

photographic activities practically ceased. T/Sgt. Cooper who had been 

assigned to 30th Group was assigned to us but continued as chief of the 

Group Photo Lab. All squadron work has been processed by the Group Lab. 

Information & Education 

Weekly I & E meetings continued. Topics of general and current interest 

were discussed. Mr. Edwin Dozier, who was born in Japan and spent many years 

there as an instructor and missionary, gave much interesting first hand in- 

formation on Japan and the Japanese people at our 18 August meeting. 

The school and educational program has been stressed more than previously. 

As a result there has been a considerable increase in USAFI enrollments for 

Correspondence and Self Teaching Courses and eight Group Study classes have 

been organized in the Squadron. The total enrollment in these classes is about 

one hundred fifteen. The courses being taught in the squadron are: 

Business Organization          Auto Mechanics 

          Photography                                          Beginners Radio 

          Psychology                                           Mathematics 

          Physics                                              Carpentry 
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Organizational History, 38th Bombardment Squadron (H), 30th Bombardment 

Group (H), 7th Fighter Wing, Army Air Forces, Middle Pacific, APO 959, 

August 1945. 

Information & Education 

Several Courses are being taught in the mathematics class. 

With the reduction of war-time military duties the interest in the is educational 

program is expected to increase and it is hoped that eventually it can be 

organized as a full time on duty program for those who wish to participate. 

Operations 

Missions flown during August are as follows: 

Sqdn. Bombing 5 

Group Bombing 1 

Search 3 

Transition & Inst. 5 

Sqdn. Formation 1 

Group Formation 1 

Gunnery 2 

Co-P. Check 1 

Navigation 10 

The training accomplished is as follows: 

Hrs. Attendance 

Ditching Procedure 1 149  

Radio Maint & Pre Flight 4 32  

Engineering Ex-ms 3 64  

Link Trainer 2 32  

Gunnery (Sighting) 3 160  

Navigation Problems 2 16  

Armorer (Gp. Inspector) 1 1/2 48 • 

Movie (Radar Landings) 1 20  

S-2 Reading 1 20  

Photography (Aerial) 1 150  

I & E Lectures 4 130  

Eight combat men left for states for reassignment. Two enlisted men 

got discharges on points.  

Lts. Gress, Pickens were assigned as 

Pennington and DeTaranto as clerks. 

Assistant Operations Officers. Sgts. 
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Organizational History, 38th Bombardment Squadron (H), 30th Bombardment 

Group (H), 7th Fighter Wing, Army Air Force, Middle Pacific, APO 959, 

August 1945. 

Navigation 

In general, activity in the Navigation section was quite meager. Even 

before peace was declared, navigation was of little or no interest to the 

navigators in doing their assigned tasks. 

Compasses, airspeed meters and driftmeters were calibrated on most of the 

ships; some are still overdue. 

A flight of six (6) ships went to Midway and back, giving the navigators 

more good day and night celestial practice, but best of all, the boys 

at Midway were found to be in a very receptive mood for the 6000 pounds of ' 

mail delivered to them. 

Several flights were sent out on radius of action problems to locate the 

small isolated rock of Nihoa, west of Kauai which proved to be an interesting 

mission for most. The route and mission instructions were kept a secret to the 

navigators until their departure from Kahuku Pt. at which time the pilots gave 

them a poop sheet with the dope. Most all the men found the rock and were 

pleased to have a new problem affording some diversion from the usual routine. 

The Sqdn. Navigator drew up tentative flight plans for proposed navigation 

flights to Guam, Palmyra, Christmas and Canton Islands. A letter will be 

submitted to Group requesting that these flights be flown. Not to overlook 

the main flight, the one proposed for Hamilton Field, Calif, we planned to 

fly there on a four-day layover and return. This, if approved would enable 

men to see some friends and relatives if they were located on the West Coast. 

The navigation officers time has been divided this month between Navi- 

gation and an attempt to schedule various ground training classes. He has 

been further assigned to extra duties in the Squadron CO’s office. 

Bombardment 

During the month of August the 38th Sqdn. flew six bombing missions. 

Four of the missions were daylight flights and two of them night bombing at 

Kauai. Two of the day missions included the two night missions were flown 

at 10,000 feet, the other two were flown at 20,000 feet. 

Bombing was done as flights, squadron and singly. 

August 11th, the squadron participated in a group attack on Hawaii. 

Upon hearing the news of the Japanese defeat, interest in bombing fell 

to a new low and thoughts turned homeward. 
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Organizational History, 38th Bombardment Squadron (H), 30th Bombardment Group (H), 7th 

Fighter Wing, Army Air Force, Middle Pacific, APO' 959, August 1945* 

Engineering 

Three Radar planes were gained this month. One being a very late model B-24M. 3 - 

B-24’s were transferred to the 819th Sqdn. We gained the three from the following 

sources. 1 from 819th and two from C.C.R.C., Barking Sands. 

The B-25 tow target plane we had was transferred to the 17th Tow Target Squadron. 

M/Sgt. Brown returned to the states. He is the last original man of the 38th Sqdn. 

Three men returned to the states for reassignment. Capt. Newkirk was relieved as 

Engineering Officer on 27 August 1945. 1st Lt. Besocke was appointed Engineering 

Officer. 

Sgt. Orr injured his foot on a tire dolly. 

T/Sgt. Mumsford transferred from group to 38th to take charge of Tech. Supply 

pending return of T/Sgt. Fuller to the states. 

Communications 

On 7 August 1945, S/Sgt. Leonard Mrozowski was transferred back to the Continental 

Limits, after over three years service with the organization. Sgt. Mrozowski was one 

of the first radio men assigned to the organization after its activation. 

On the night of August 11, the radio section was completely destroyed by fire. All 
equipment, files and records were destroyed. A board of officers examined the scene. 

The cause of the fire was undetermined by this squadron due to total destruction. 
Reports of surveys have been submitted. 

The only equipment now in the hands of the section is a 1-56K test set and an IE-
19-A test set, both on memorandum receipt. The Sub-depot, APO 959, has been giving 

valuable aid in maintaining the equipment. 

Two new men, S/Sgt. George C. Arciold (754) and Cpl. Charles Petane (237) have 
been assigned to the section. 

Armament 

Work has been slowed down considerably since Japans’ capitulation. Work continued 

on various modifications. Formation sticks continued to be installed wherever 

possible. 

There were four promotions and three others recommended for promotions at the end 

of August. S/Sgt. Beeger assumed the duties of Sqdn. Armament inspector. Sgt. Calmery 

took over Flight Chief duties vacated by S/Sgt. Beeger. 
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Organizational History, 38th Bombardment Squadron (H), 30th Bombardment Group (H), 7th 

Fighter Wing, Army Air Force, Middle Pacific, APO 959, August 1945 

Medical 

The X-Ray equipment assigned to the Group Aid Station is now in full operation# 

These facilities are a great convenience as they obviate sending patients to a hospital 

and waiting on reports to come back thru slow distribution channels. We are also getting 

considerable use from the infra-red and ultra-violet lamps in our physical therapy 

department. 

1. General Statistics: 

Number of Men admitted to Hospital: 7. 

Number of Patients: 147. 

Treatments: 281. 

2. Injuries: 

Sgt. Orr, Marvin reported to the dispensary with Severe crushing injuries of the 

right foot. He was given an injection of Morphine, the toe was dressed and he was 

admitted to the hospital. His middle toe was later amputated at the hospital. 

Radar 

Through the month of August numerous changes were made in this unit. Changes were 

for the better insofar as the tactical use of Radar is concerned. 

Three airplanes were transferred out and three brought into the organization, these 

contained, (with the exception of ROM Equipment), all radar necessary for any type 

operation in a tactical unit. Types of equipment now installed in A/P’s are listed as 

follows: 

A. AN/APN-1, 0 to 4,000 ft. Altimeter. 

B. AN/APN-4, Loran, Navigational Equipment. 

C. AN/APN-9, Loran, Navigational Equipment. 

D. AN/APQ-5B, Bombing Equipment. 

E. AN/APS-15, Search and Bombing Equipment. 

F. SCR-729-A, Interrogator Responder. 

G. SCR-718-AM & C, 0 to 40,000 Ft. Absolute Altimeter. 

H. SCR-695-A, (IFF), Identification Equipment. 

Immediately upon receipt of the aircraft, spare sets and parts were requisitioned; 

however, these units and spare parts are arriving slowly and then only in piecemeal, 

therefore, it is practically impossible to expedite maintenance as long as this 

condition exists. 

During the first part of the reporting period this unit was of the knowledge they 

had acquired the officers mess hall located in the area to house the sec- 
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Organizational History, 38th Bombardment Squadron (H), 30th Bombardment Group, 7th 

Fighter Wing, Army Air Force, Middle Pacific, APO 959, August 1945. 

Radar 

tion; inasmuch as the building it was housed in was entirely too small; however, when 

all equipment had been moved, we were informed of the fact the building was needed for 

other purposes. In the meantime the communications building was razed by fire, they 

immediately took over our former quarters and base headquarters are erecting a building 

of sufficient size to house our equipment and personnel. The new quarters are the most 

elaborate this unit has ever had the good fortune to occupy. Sixteen feet wide and forty 

feet long, removable glass windows, enclosed office with windows, fluorescent lighting, 

canex insulation, etc; work benches of the cabinet type are being made by the base 

carpenters. 

An extensive training program is being outlined for this unit. Combat crews will be 

trained in all phases of the tactical use of airborne radar. It is presumed the training 

will start as soon as we are enclosed in the new quarters. 

WASH STORM JR., 

1st Lieut., Air Corps,  

Squadron Historian. 
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Fighter Wing, Army Air Force, Middle Pacific, APO 959, August 1945. 

EXHIBIT I 

                         (Squadron Orders) 



 

38TH BOMBARDMENT SQUADRON (H) 

Office of the Commanding Officer 

        APO # 959 

14 August 1945 

ORDERS) 

....22) 

EXTRACT 

1. Pursuant to authority contained in GO 28, WD, 1945 and GO 66, Hq 

USAFPOA 1945 and under the provisions of ID Cir 62, 1944, as amended, the 

following named officers and enlisted men, 38th Bombardment Squadron (H), 

APO 959, are authorized and entitled to wear the Bronze Service Star on the 

Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon for participation in the Western Pacific 

Campaign. 

BY ORDER OF MAJOR BURGE: 

OFFICIAL: 

NILE G. BARRACLOUGH, 

CWO, U.S.A., 

Adjutant. 

NILE G. BARRACLOUGH, CWO, U.S.A., Adjutant. 



 

38TH BOMBARDMENT SQUADRON (H) 

Office of the Commanding Officer 

APO # 959 

15 August 1945 

ORDERS) 

....23) 

EXTRACT 

1. Pursuant to authority contained in GO 80, ID, 1944 and GO 17, Hq 
USAFPOA, 1945 and under the provisions of ID Cir 62, 1944, as amended, the 
following named officers and enlisted men, 38th Bombardment Squadron (H), 
APO 959, are authorized and entitled to wear the Bronze Service Star on the 
Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon for participation in the Air Offensive, 
Japan Campaign. 

BY ORDER OF MAJOR BURGE: 

OFFICIAL: 

NILE G. BARRACLOUGH, 

CIO, U.S.A., 

Adjutant. 

NILE G. BARRACLOUGH,  
CWO, U.S.A.,  
Adjutant. 



 

38TH BOMBARDMENT SQUADRON (H) 
Office of the Commanding Officer 

APO # 959 

18 August 1945 

ORDERS) 

....24) 

1. Captain (4823) ROBERT W. NEWKIRK, 0860959, AC, is relieved as Squadron 

Personal Equipment Officer (A). 

2. 1st Lieutenant (1042) HUGO A. BESOCKE, 0867085, AC, is appointed 

Squadron Personal Equipment Officer (P) and in addition to his other duties is 

appointed Squadron Personal Affairs Officer and Ass’t Engineering Officer (A). 

BY ORDER OF MAJOR BURGE: 

OFFICIAL 

NILE G. BARRACLOUGH, 

CWO, U.S.A., 

Adjutant. 

NILE G. BARRACLOUGH,  
CWO,U.S.A.,  

Adjutant. 

DISTRIBUTION: 1 Copy 30th Bomb Gp (H), APO 959 

1 Copy 7th Fighter Wing 
1 Copy ea Off concerned 
1 Copy file 



  

38TH BOMBARDMENT SQUADRON (H) 
Office of the Commanding Officer 

APO # 959 

21 August 1945 

ORDERS) 

1. “With concurrence of the Commanding Officer, 30th Bombardment 
Group (H), and pursuant to authority contained in Executive Order 

No. 8809 (Bull. 17, W. D., 1941) as amended by Executive Order No. 

9323 (Bull. 6, W.D., 1943) and AR 600-68, dated 4 May 1943, the 
following named enlisted men having been found qualified by 

exemplary behavior, efficiency, and fidelity are awarded the Good 

Conduct Medal”: 

Early, Ernest H. 
Boyd, Donald J. 

Reinier, Harold E. 

Richar, Earl  

Agee, Chester E. 
Boston, William J. 

Butts, James E. 

Carroll, Marshall E. 

Devine, James  
Dutton, George R. 

Duyore, Raymond H. 

Grant, William G. 

Scott, Irving  

Stuff, Willard C. 
Wilson, Lester H. 

Anderson, Robert E. 

Albert, Getchell L. 

Capehart, Leroy S. 
Cooperman, Raymond 

Dawson, Claude A. 

Feist, William C. 

Gambone, Francis S. 
Millei, Orin A. 

Stasiuk, Eugene 

Salerno, Bordino 

38069428 

39234390 

37652305 

32674134 

18108012 

18193015 

33715474 

14003987 

31159894 

33627583 

39132262 

15382326 

16097338 

37682550 

34497683 

37134411 

31351700 

33643023 

12175105 

34766881 

17108849 

13004290 

35369647 

32420148 

39343671 

T/Sgt 
S/Sgt 
S/Sgt 
S/Sgt 
Sgt 
Sgt  
Sgt 
Sgt 
Sgt 
Sgt 
Sgt 
Sgt 
Sgt 
Sgt 
Sgt  
Sgt 
Cpl 
Cpl 
Cpl 
Cpl 
Cpl 
Cpl 
Cpl 
Cpl 
Cpl 
Pfc 

BY ORDER OF MAJOR BURGE: 

  OFFICIAL:  

CWO, U.S.A.,  
Adjutant. 

NILE G. BARRACLOUGH, 

CWO, U.S.A., 

Adjutant. 
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Organizational History, 38th Bombardment Squadron (H), 30th Bombardment 

Group (H), 7th Fighter Wing, Army Air Force, Middle Pacific, APO 964. 

1 September 1945 - 30 September 1945 

 1. Date of arrival and departure from each station occupied in this theater: 

Left Wheeler Field on 21 September 1945 and Arrived Kahuku AAB on 

21 September 1945. 

 2. Losses in action 

None. 

 3. Awards and Decorations: 

None. 

4. Organization 

No change 

 5. Personnel Strength: 

1 September 1945 30 September 1945 

 

 

77 Officers 

1 W/O 

4 F/O 

302 Enlisted Men 

6. Airplane Strength: 

1 September 1945: 

12 B-24M’s 

7. Airplane Losses: 

None. 

76 Officers 

 0 W/O 

 4 F/O 

287 Enlisted Men 

30 September 1945: 

12 B-24M’s 

 
Narrative: 

The month of September was occupied largely in getting ready and moving from 

Wheeler Field to Kahuku Army Air Base. Towards the last of the month the 

Squadron gave a Luau at Princess Beach. 
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Organizational History, 38th Bombardment Squadron (H), 30th Bombardment Group (H), 7th 

Fighter Wing, Army Air Force, Middle Pacific, APO 964, September 1945. 

Morale 

Morale has improved over last month considerably, but to the increasing flow of 
personnel going home, however, the morale of the Combat Officers and Enlisted Men is low 
primarily a result of the normal sweating-out going home since the move to Kahuku Army 
Air Base. They can see no plausible reason for remaining here with no apparent mission to 
accomplish now that their part in the war is finished. 

Personnel 

Awards during the month: None. 

Men attending Service Schools during the month: None. 

Men on emergency furlough during the month: Two (2). 

Officers and enlisted men on regular furlough during month TDR&R: None. 

Officers assigned during the month: Six (6). 

Officers transferred during the month: Eight (8). 

Enlisted men assigned during the month: 101. 

Enlisted men transferred during the month: 116. 

Promotions of Officers during the month: None. 

Promotions of Enlisted Men were on par 4 SO 84 from Group. 

Donald J. Boyd was promoted to the grade of 1st Sgt. 

One (1) enlisted man was reduced from the grade of Sgt. to Pvt. 

Squadron moved from APO 959 to Kahuku Army Air Base, APO 964. 

 

Squadron held a Hawaiian Luau at Princess Beach. 

 

Intelligence 

Intelligence section has lost all of the original men. S/Sgt. Joseph Bobby left 

with the 85 point men. Lt. Wash Storm was replaced by 1st Lt. K.F. Thomas. Primary duties 

toward the latter part of the month consisted of maintaining and issuing Pilots 

Operational Folders and Air Route Guides; maintaining a status board on all changes in 

danger areas in the Territory; and the preparation of the following standard reports: 

Intelligence Control Report, Organizational History, Ten-day Bomb & Amm. Expenditure 

Report, Monthly Summary of Air Sea Rescue Incidents. 
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Organizational History, 38th Bombardment Squadron (H), 30th Bombardment Group (H), 7th 
Fighter Wing, Army Air Force, Middle Pacific, APO 964, September 1945. 

Information & Education 

Weekly Information & Education meetings are held on Saturday mornings of each week 
with topics of General Interest being discussed. The Group Study classes were interrupted 
due to the Squadron’s moving to Kahuku. Lt. Chittenden is the new Information & Education 
Officer. 

Bombardment 

During the month of September, the 38th Sqdn. flew three (3) bombing missions. All 
of them being daylight flights. Bomb runs were made by individual planes; flights; and as 
a Squadron. 

Navigation 

No long overwater flights were made during the month of September. No work was done 
along navigation training at all. 

Captain Kleuser was made Squadron Awards Officer in addition to Navigation Officer. 
Captain Lukens was working in the Group Navigation Section for a week or so and then came 
back to the Squadron as Asst. Exec. Officer. Capt. Kleuser’s point score was raised five 
(5) points before the month was out, making him eligible for transfer. 

Lieutenant Hirshfield has done some good work during the end of the month, helping 
the Awards Officer get some of the Awards written up. Men participating in the Kwajalein 
search operations of last March 1945 are being recommended the Air Medal for same. 

Operations 

Missions flown during September are as follows: 

           1 Group Bombing Mission 

1 Air to Water Gunnery 
3 Low Altitude Bombing 

         3 Co-Pilot Instrument Check 

8 Instrument Check 

1 Transition and Day Landings 

2 Ferrying 

The training accomplished is as follows: 

HOURS ATTENDANCE 

Physical Training 4 640 

Information & Education 3 640 

Radar School 6 12 

Link Trainer 64 64 

Gunnery School 6 60 

AFCE 2 32 

Radio School 8 64 
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Organizational History, 38th Bombardment Squadron (H), 30th Bombardment Group 

(H), 7th Fighter Wing, Army Air Force, Middle Pacific, APO 964$ September 1945. 

Operations 

Losses of Combat Personnel: 

J S/Sgt. Alfred G. Hartley (612) to CPBC Pers Cent. 
S/Sgt. Michael T. Lee (611) to CPBC Pers. Cent. 
Sgt. William T. Mack (757) to CPBC Pers. Cent. 
T/Sgt. Dan Pardue (757) to CPBC Pers. Cent. 
1st Lt. Karl R. Tripp (AO-FG) to CPBC Pers. Cent. 

Gains to Combat Personnel: 

S/Sgt. Herschel E. Shelby (866) from 819th Bomb Sq. (H)  
S/Sgt. Lloyd Embry (866) from 819th Bomb So. (H)  
Sgt. Clifford I. Quinlin (866) from 819th Bomb Sq. (H) 
 

Medical 

During the month of September, Medics lost the two remaining medics who came 
overseas with the squadron. Both S/Sgt. Werth and Cpl. Papson went back to the 
mainland “on points” for discharge. Sgt. Sewell joined the squadron early in the 
month, having come over via the 13th Replacement Depot. Sgt. Sewell expects to 
leave very shortly to return to the states for discharge. This will leave the 
section without personnel, at least temporarily. 

On 22 September, the squadron moved from Wheeler Field to Kahuku. Most of 
the time since then has been spent in setting up a group dispensary. All four 
squadrons are operating a joint dispensary because of the shortage of manpower. 
This, however, provides excellent facilities in a well constructed building of 
the ten-bed infirmary type. 

Radar 

This section had just completed construction of its new maintenance building 
at Wheeler Field and had commenced to install equipment when the order came to 
move. This was quite unfortunate considering the work the men in the section had 
put out to make the building the best on the line. The move from Wheeler Field to 
Kahuku enabled us to obtain more equipment from the Group Communications School 
to bring the section up to its full authorized allowance of maintenance and 
training equipment. Most of the excess equipment was turned in before leaving 
Wheeler Field. 

The section expects to lose four more men when the 70-point-men leave the 
squadron. This will make the maintenance of the equipment in the airplanes 
extremely difficult, unless the Radar men working outside of the section are 
returned to the section, and less men are drawn for daily details. 
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Organizational history, 38th Bombardment Squadron (H), 30th Bombardment Group (H), 

7th Fighter Wing, Army Air Force, Middle Pacific, APO 964, September 1945. 

 

Transportation 

For the first time in the history of the Transportation Section, Combat men 
were assigned to work as drivers, mechanics and dispatchers. These duties were in 
addition to regular flying and other duties and these men are merely helping out 
due to the acute shortage of men caused by the return of many men to civilian life 
under the Point System. 

S/Sgt. Cecil B. Wagner served as Motor Sergeant; Corporal Ralph Anglin as 
dispatcher, Pfc. Carl Dye as a dispatcher, Corporal Melvin Pennypacker as a 
driver, were returned to the States. Their presence will be sorely missed. Three 
new men were received and they include Sgt. R.V. Moos and Sgt. H.H. Boone who are 
mechanics and Pvt. Roy Clark as a dispatcher. Corporal Louis Landreaux is now the 
Motor Sergeant. The combat men working with the Section are Sgt. Oren D. Evans, 
Sgt. Norman A. Fitzpatrick, Sgt. Jack Cattrell, S/Sgt. Newton N. Bailey, Sgt. 
Quentin Holland, and Sgt. George Wallace. 

First Lieutenant James C. Womack served as our capable Transportation Officer 
until he was relieved by First Lieutenant A.F. Good. Another Combat Man serving as 
Asst. Transportation Officer is Second Lieutenant W.T. Sloan, a co-pilot on one of 
our B-24’s. 

Transportation played a large part in the move from Wheeler Field to Kahuku 
and we are very thankful to the many men who offered their services as extra 
drivers. 

On the 27th the Sqdn. party again tied up Transportation to furnish vehicles 
to transport the Sqdn. personnel and the many guests from the WAVE’S. 

Many miles were driven for recreational purposes both for Officers and 
Enlisted Men. Due to our far location from Honolulu this part proves to be a very 
popular activity and is a great help to those who have no other means of going to 
parties, dances and other festivities. 

In all, the month of September has been a very busy one and also one in which 
a great deal was accomplished. 

K.F. THOMAS, 
                                                                  1st. Lt., Air Corps, 

                                                                 Squadron Historian. 
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Organizational History, 38th Bombardment Squadron (H), 30th 
Bombardment Group (H), 7th Fighter Wing, army Air Force, Middle 
Pacific, APO 964. 

1 September 1945 - 30 September 1945 

1. Date_of arrival_and departure_from stations in this theater: 

Left Wheeler Field on 21 September 1945 and arrived Kahuku AAB 

on 21 September 1945. 

. 2. Losses in action: 

None. 

3. Awards and Decoration: 

None. 

4. Organization: 

No change. 

5. Personnel Strength: 

1 September 1945: 

77 Officers 

1 W/O 
4 F/O 

302 Enlisted Men 

6. Airplane Strength: 

1 September 1945: 

12 B-24M’s 

 

7. Airplane Losses: 

None. 

30 September 1945: 

76 Officers 

0 W/O 

4 F/O 
287 Enlisted M3N 

30 September 1945:         
12 B-24M’s 

Narrative: 

 

The month of September was occupied largely in getting ready 

and moving from Wheeler Field to Kahuku Army Air Base. Towards 

the 1st of the month the Squadron gave a Luau at Princess 

Beach. 
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Organizational History, 38th Bombardment Squadron (H), 30th Bombardment Group 

(H), 7th Fighter Wing, Army Air Force, Middle Pacific, APO 964, September 1945. 

Morale 

Morale has improved over last month considerably, dut to the increasing 
flow of personnel going home, however, the morale of the Combat Officers and 
Bulls ted Men is low primarily a result of the normal sweating-oat going home 
since the move to Kahuku Army Air Base* They can see no plausible reason for 
remaining here with no apparent mission to accomplish now that. their part in the 
war Is finished* 

Personnel 

Awards during the month: None. 

Men attending Service Schools during the month: None. 

Men on emergency furlough during the month: Two (2). 

Officers and enlisted men on regular furlough during month TDR&R: None. 

Officers assigned during the month: Six (6). 

Officers transferred during the month: Eight (8). 

Enlisted men assigned during the month: 101. 

Enlisted men transferred during the month: 116. 

Promotions of Of fleers during the months None* 

Promotions of Enlisted Men were on par 4 SO 84 from Group. 

Donald J. Boyd was promoted to the grade of 1st Sgt. 

     One (1) enlisted man was reduced from the grade of Sgt. to Pvt. 

     Squadron moved from APO 959 to Kahuku Army Air Base, APO 964. 

     Squadron held a Hawaiian Luan at Princess Beach. 

Intelligence 

Intelligence section has lost all of the original men. S/Sgt. Joseph Bobby 
left with the 85 point men. Lt. Wash Storm was replaced by 1st Lt. I.F. Thomas. 
Primary duties toward the latter part of the month consisted of maintaining and 
issuing Pilots Operational Folders and Air Route Guides; maintaining a status 
board on all changes in danger areas in the Territory; and the preparation of 
the following standard reports: Intelligence Control Report, Organizational 
History, Ten-day Bomb & Asm. Expenditure Report, Monthly Summary of Air Sea 
Rescue Incidents. 
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Organizational History, 38th Bombardment Squadron (H), 30th Bombardment Group 

(H), 7th Fighter Wing, Army Air Force, Middle Pacific, APO 964, September 1945. 

Information & Education 

Weekly Information & Education meetings are held on Saturday mornings of 

each week with topics of General Interest being discussed. The Group Study 

classes were interrupted due to the Squadron moving to Kahuku. Lt. Chittenden 

is the new Information & Education Officer. 

Bombardment 

During the month of September, the 38th Sqdn. flew three (3) bombing 

missions. All of them being daylight flights. Bomb runs were made by individual 

planes; flights; and as a Squadron. 

Navigation 

No long overwater flights were made during the month of September. No 

work was done along navigation training at all. 

Captain Kleuser was made Squadron Awards Officer in addition to navigation 

Officer. Captain Lukens was working in the Group Navigation Section for a 

week or so and then came back to the Squadron as Asst. Exec. Officer. Capt. 

Heuser’s point score was raised five (5) points before the month was out, 

making him eligible for transfer. 

Lieutenant Hirshfield has done some good work during the end of the 

month, helping the Awards Officer get some of the Awards written up. Men 

participating in the Kwajalein search operations of last March 1945 are 

being recommended the Air Medal for same. 

Operations 

Missions flown during September are as follows: 

1 Group Bombing Mission 

2 Air to Water Gunnery 

3 Low Altitude Bombing 

3 Copilot Instrument Check 

8 Instrument Check 

1 Transition and Day Landings 

2 Ferrying 

The training accomplished is as follows! 
HOUKS ATTENDANCE 

Physical Training 4 640 

Information & Education 3 640 

Radar School 6 12 

Link Trainer 64 64 

Gunnery School 6 60 

AFCE  

 

        2 32 

Radio School                   8    64 
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Organizational History, 38th Bombardment Squadron (H), 30th Bombardment Group 

(H), 7th fighter Hing, Army Air Force, Middle Pacific, APO 964, September 1945. 

Operations 

Losses of Combat Personnel: 

S/Sgt. Alfred G. Hartley (612) to CPBC Pers. Cent. 
S/Sgt. Michael T. Lee (611) to CPBC Pers. Cent. 
Sgt. William T. Mack (757) to CPBC Pers. Cent. 
T/Sgt. Dan Pardue (757) to CPBC Pers. Cent.  
1st Lt. Karl R. Tripp (AO-FG) to CPBC Pers. Cent. 
 

Gains to Combat Personnel: 

S/Sgt. Herschel B. Shelby (866) from 819th Bomb Sq. (H)  
S/Sgt. Lloyd Embry (866) from 819th Bomb Sq. (H)  
Sgt. Clifford I. Quinlin (866) from 819th Bomb Sq. (H) 
 

Medical 

During the month of September, Medics lost the two remaining medics who 
came overseas with the squadron. Both S/Sgt. Werth and Cpl. Papson went back to 
the mainland “on points" for discharge. Sgt. Sewell joined the squadron early in 
the month, having come over via the 13th Replacement Depot. Sgt. Sewall expects 
to leave very shortly to return to the states for discharge. This will leave the 
section without personnel, at least temporarily. 

On 22 September, the squadron moved from Wheeler Field to Kahuku. Most of 
the time since then has been spent in setting up a group dispensary. All four 
squadrons are operating a joint dispensary because of the shortage of manpower. 
This, however, provides excellent facilities in a well constructed building of 
the ten-bed infirmary type. 

Radar 

This section had just completed construction of its new maintenance 
building at Wheeler Field and had commenced to install equipment when the order 
came to move. This was quite unfortunate considering the work the men in the 
section had put out to make the building the best on the line. The move from 
Wheeler Field to Kahuku enabled us to obtain more equipment from the Group 
Communications School to bring the section up to its full authorized allowance 
of maintenance and training equipment. Most of the excess equipment was turned 
in before leaving Wheeler Field. 

The section expects to lose four more men when the 70-point-men leave the 
squadron. This will make the maintenance of the equipment in the airplanes 
extremely difficult, unless the Radar men working outside of the section are 
returned to the section, and less men are drawn for daily details. 
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Organizational History, 38th Bombardment Squadron (H), 30th Bombardment Group 

(H), 7th Fighter King, Army Air force. Middle Pacific, APO 964, September 

1945. 

Transportation: 

For the first time in the history of the Transportation Section, Combat 
men were assigned to work as drivers, mechanics and dispatchers. These duties 
were in addition to regular flying and other duties and these men are merely 
helping out due to the acute shortage of men caused by the return of many men 
to civilian life under the Point System. 

S/Sgt. Cecil B. Wagner served as Motor Sergeant; Corporal Ralph Anglin 
as dispatcher, Pfc. Carl Lye as a dispatcher, Corporal Melvin Pennypacker as 
a driver, were returned to the States. Their presence will be sorely missed. 
Three new men were received ana they include Sgt. R.V. Moos and Sgt. H.H. 
Boone who are mechanics and Pvt. Roy Clark as a dispatcher. Corporal Louis 
Landreaux is now the Motor Sergeant. The combat men working with the Section 
are Sgt. Oren D. Evans, Sgt. Norman A. Fitzpatrick, Sgt. Jack Cattrell, 
S/Sgt. Newton N. Bailey, Sgt. Quentin Holland, and Sgt. George Wallace. 

First Lieutenant James C. Womack served as our capable Transportation 
Officer until he was relieved by First Lieutenant A.F. Good. Another Combat 
Man serving as Ass’t Transportation Officer is Second Lieutenant W.T. Sloan, 
a co-pilot on one of our B-24’s. 

Transportation played a large part in the move from Wheeler Field to 
Kahuku and we are very thankful to the many men who offered their services as 
extra drivers. 

On the 27th the Sqdn. party again tied up Transportation to furnish 
vehicles to transport the Sqdn. personnel and the many guests from the WAVES. 

Many miles were driven for recreational purposes both for Officers and 
Enlisted Men. Due to our far location from Honolulu this part proves to be 
a very popular activity and is a great help to those who have no other means 
of going to parties, dances and other festivities. 

In all, the month of September has been a very busy one and also one 
in which a great deal was accomplished. 

 

 

K.J.THOMAS, 

1st Lt., Air Corps, 

Squadron historian 
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Organizational History, 38th Bombardment Squadron (H), 30th Bombardment 

Group (H), 7th Fighter Wing, Army Air Force, Middle Pacific, APO 964. 

1 October 1945 - 31 October 1945 

1. Date of arrival and departure from each station occupied in this theater: 

No change. 

2. Losses in action: 

None. ' 

3. Awards and Decorations: 

Two (2) Officers and Eleven (11) Enlisted Men received Air Medals 

during the month of October. 

One (1) Enlisted Man received the Purple Heart. 

4. Organization: 

No change. 

5. Personnel Strength: 

1 October 1945: 

76 Officers 

  0 W/O 

4 F/O 

287 Enlisted Men 

6. Airplane Strength: 

1 October 1945: 

12 B-24M»s 

31 October 1945: 

74 Officers 

0 W/O 

4 F/O 

198 Enlisted Men 

31 October 1945: 

12 B-24M’s 

7. Airplane Losses: 

None. 

Narrative: 

This month inaugurated the use of our Aircraft in providing 

recreation for the members of the Squadron, taking the form of Week-End 

trips to the neighboring Hawaiian Islands, specifically, Hawaii, Kauai, 

and Mauai. 

 

 



 

 

 

Organizational History, 38th Bombardment Squadron (H), 30th Bombardment Group 

(H), 7th Fighter Wing, Army Air Forces, Middle Pacific, APO 964, October 

1945. 

Morale 

Morale among both the Officers and EM of the squadron fluctuated from 

fair to poor due to the uncertainty of their status regarding points, awards 

and ratings. Status of recreational facilities was satisfactory although the 

men were very disturbed over the closing of the Day Room Snack Bar with no 

apparent reason. Mail and Mess has been very satisfactory. 

Personnel 

Men on emergency furloughs during the month: Cpl William A. Crosby 

Officers and Enlisted Men on regular furlough during month (TDR&R): None. 

Officers and Enlisted Men on regular furlough during month (TDR&R) and who 

were dropped from organization: 

Capt James S. Kleuser 

Capt James F. Scott 

M/Sgt Michael Sebo 

Cpl John H. Kefalas 

Sgt William H. Aten 

Officers assigned during the month: None 

Officers transferred: 

Four (4) 

Enlisted men assigned during the month: six (6) 

Enlisted men transferred during the month: One hundred sixty five (165) 

The following named Officers were promoted to the grade of 1st Lieutenant AUS 

on 11 October 1945 per par 9 SO 80 Hq AAFPOA, dtd 11 October 1945: 

Bacon, Blane P. 

Long, Donald H. 

Sloan, William T. 

Promotions of enlisted men were on Group Special Order No 98, 

Intelligence 

Primary duties toward the latter part of the month consisted of main-

taining and issuing pilots operational folders and Air Route Guides; and the 

preparation of the following standard reports: Intelligence Control Report, 

Organizational History, Ten-day Bomb & Ammo. Expenditure Report, Monthly 

Summary of Air-Sea Rescue Incidents. 
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Organizational History, 38th Bombardment Squadron (H), 30th Bombardment 

Group (H), 7th Fighter Wing, Army Air Forces, Middle Pacific, APO 964, 

October 1945. 

Operations 

Missions flown during October 1945 are as follows: 

22 Instrument Calibration and Practice 

6 Navigation and Fuel Consumption 

6 Week-End Recreation Flights 

4 Group Bombing Missions 

4 Co-Pilot Check 
2 Ground Control Approach Landings 

2 Administrative 

1 Low Altitude Bombing 

Gains in Combat Personnel: 

1 Pilot 

2 Co-Pilots 

1 Navigator 

1 Aerial Engineer Gunner 

2 Radio Operator Gunner 

3 Armorer Gunner 

3 Aerial Photographers Gunners 

2 Remote Control Turret Gunners 

3 Aerial Engineers 

Losses of Combat Personnel: 

2 Co-Pilots 

1 Navigator 

1 Bombardier 

6 Aerial Engineer Gunners 

2 Radar Operators 

4 Radio Operator Gunners 

12 Armorer Gunners 

1 Aerial Photographer Gunner 

1 Remote Control Turret Gunner 

1 Aerial Engineer 

Ground Training: 

NO. HRS. GIVEN 

Physical Training 4 
Information & Education 4 
Link Trainer 44 
Radar School 12 
Skeet Shooting 
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Organizational History, 38th Bombardment Squadron (H), 30th Bombardment 

Group (H), 7th Fighter Wing, Army Air Forces, Middle Pacific, APO 964, 

October 1945. 

Bombardment 

During the month of October the 38th Squadron flew five Bombing 

missions. These missions were flown as Group and as individual bombing 

practice. Altitudes varied from medium to high, and both Radar and visual 

methods were used. Bombing results with both were good. 

Communications 

On 21 October 1945, M/Sgt M.P. Pachuta was transferred back to the 

continental limits on his critical point score and T/Sgt W.J. Mysona has 

replaced him as the section chief. A letter is being submitted to group to 

effect this change. 

During the month of October nine (9) combat men were assigned to the 

section to help in the maintenance of radio equipment in the Aircraft. These 

men have been a great help to the section as there are only two ground radio 

mechanics left in the section. The section is recovering very nicely from 

the fire at Wheeler Field and the new equipment and charts are on hand and 

all necessary charts, equipment and tech orders not on hand, are on 

requisition. 

Medical 

During the month of October we lost Sgt. Earl Sewell who went back to 

the mainland on points for discharge, 5 October 1945. Sgt. West, Thomas G. 

assumed the clerical duties for the squadron and was transferred to the 38th 

Squadron from the 819th Squadron on 17 October 1945. 

The medical section lost most of its personnel the early part of the 

month, and we were required to get additional men from the other sections of 

the squadrons. We were fortunate to get 1st Lt. Church, S/Sgt Pennington and 

Sgt. Delisi from the 38th. These men have proved to be very capable and work 

well with the older medics. 

Ordnance 

The month of October saw a number of changes in the ordnance section in 

transfers and discharges. Lt. Mathews S. Weinberg was transferred on DS to 

Group Hq Ordnance and Lt. Moody J. Pack was assigned as the ordnance 

officer. Cpl L. W. Wallace as a DS was placed with Group Ordnance. S/Sgt 

G.W. Gilchrist who as the oldest section head left for Kam for a well 

deserved trip home. S/Sgt F. H. Desmond was made section head. Several 

Combat Crew Members were assigned to the section which are a great help. 
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Organizational History, 38th Bombardment Squadron (H), 30th Bombardment Group 
(H), 7th Fighter Wing, Army Air Forces, Middle Pacific, APO 964, October 
1945. 

Engineering 

In order to comply with the existing Flying Training Schedule and 

replace losses in Ground Maintenance personnel, Combat Crew Enlisted 
personnel have been assigned to maintenance duties on the line in this 

department. This serves to bolster depleted Ground Crews as well as furnish 

excellent training and experience for the Combat Crew members. 

KYMBLE F. THOMAS,  
1st Lt., Air Corps,  
Historical Officer. 
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         CONFIDENTIAL 

Organizational History, 38th Bombardment Squadron (H), 30th Bombardment 

Group (H), VII Bomber Command, Seventh Air Force, Army Air Forces, 

Pacific Ocean Areas, APO 244. 

1 November 1944 - 30 November 1944 

1. Date of arrival and departure from each at each station in this theater:  

Negative. 

2. Losses in action: 

Combat losses, negative. 

Sgt Haymond E Beam, 17136516, combat crew member, was killed on 

1 November, 1944, by 45 caliber gunshot wound incurred while 

cleaning his weapon. 

3. Awards and decorations: 

The following awards for combat missions completed wore presented on 

1 November 1944. 

Capt Lamm, Louis J 0724440          5th OLC to AM 

Capt Haysel, George H 0350159          AM 

1st Lt Barker, Paul V 0727382          2nd OLC to AM 

lot Lt Byrne, James F 0669193          5th OLC to AM 

1st Lt Oarlock, Carlton P   01010376          AM 

1st Lt Seller, Sherman £ 0664320          2nd OLC to AM and EFC 

lot Lt Massey, Holman 0 0663763          3rd OLC to AM 

1st Lt Romig, Dale V 0745942          1st OLC to DFC and 4th 

OLC to AM let Lt Todd, Hebert V 065977 5         2nd OLC & 3rd OLC to AM 

1st Lt Wagner, Paul S 0740986          2nd OLC & 3rd OLC to AM 

2nd Lt Arshack, Isadora 0712475          AM 

2nd Lt Christian, Wilson 0690164          AM, 1st OLC to AM and 

DFC 2nd Lt Cook, Benjamin R 0806624          AM 

2nd Lt Core, William V 0756183          AM 

2nd Lt Craig, Leroy R 0762459          3rd OLC to AM 

2nd Lt Dodd, Frederick C 0685297          DFC and 2nd OLC to AM 

2nd Lt Duffy, Edward A Jr    0702025          AM 

  2nd Lt Gelinas, Richard J    0752330       3rd OLC to AM 

2nd Lt Gordon, Keith P 0768070        AM and 1st OLC to AM 

2nd Lt Grotenhuis, Stanton V 0761079       AM 

2nd Lt Gump, Eugene R 0758803        AM, 1st OLC to AM and DFC 

   2nd Lt Harms, Melvin K 0701596        AM 

2nd Lt Helmers, Earl V 07063860       AM 

2nd Lt Kidder, James 0685483        AM, lot OLC to AM and DFC 
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        CONFIDENTIAL 

Organizational History, 38th Bombardment Squadron (H), 30th 

Bombardment Group (H), APO 244, November 1944. 

Awards and Decorations: Cont’d 

2nd Lt Koivisto, Armas W 0707278 AM 

2nd Lt McBride, Richard E 0787599 DFC and 2nd ODC to AM 

2nd Lt Miller, Howard G 0696708 DFC and 2nd OLC to AM 

2nd Lt Porter, Leonard V Jr 0693403 AM 

2nd Lt Reavey, William A Jr 0700660 AM 

2nd Lt Rodgers, John J 0688467 3rd OLC to AM 

2nd Lt Scott, Jerome L 0760515 AM and 1st OLC to AM 

2nd Lt Swancutt, Samuel F 0708380 AM 

2nd Lt Swenson, Iver R 0692091 DFC and 2nd OLC to AM 

2nd Lt Thompson, Franklin B 0702984 AM, 1st OLC to AM and DEC 

2nd Lt West, Charles L 0702080 AM 

2nd Lt Woloz, Harold 0762030 AM 

F/O    Skinner, John F T-2532 AM and 1st OLC to AM 

T/Sgt Cagney, Joseph K 31115398 3rd OLC to AM 

T/Sgt Carroll, William T 39271962 AM, 1st OLC to AM and DEC 

T/Sgt Celebi, Jamas 32744583 AM, 1st OLC to AM and DEC 

T/Sgt DePuma, Julio 32690405 DFC and 2nd OLC 10 AM 

T/Sgt Dorsey, Frank T 39150140 AM 

T/3gt Evans, Leonard J 33072706 1st OLC to AM 

T/Sgt Gardner, Melvin M 32244033 3rd OLC to AM 

T/Sgt Stansberry, Clifford 13128850 AM 

T/Sgt Verescak, Micheal V 33505575 AM 

T/Sgt Williams, Ralph F 34439189 3rd OLC to AM 

S/Sgt Baldwin, Robert W 39329020 AM 

S/Sgt Benedetto, Frank R 32634817 AM 

S/Sgt Bodi, Steve 16050797 3rd OLC to AM 

S/Sgt Broermann, Frank D 36015035 AM 

S/Sgt Browning, John R 16129804 AM 

S/Sgt Denson, Thomas W Jr 34571557 1st, 2nd,3rd OLC to AM & DFC 

S/Sgt Evans, Martin E 17017586 AM 

S/Sgt Gilbride, Thomas V 32830910 AM and 1st OLC to AM 

S/Sgt Hagan, Joseph M 35303643 3rd, 4th and 5th OLC to AM 

S/Sgt Hostetter, Harry R 20481967 AM 

S/Sgt Hunnicutt, Donald E 16075390 DFC and 2nd OLC to AM 

S/Sgt Jones, Randle C 39284695 AM and 1st OLC to AM 

S/Sgt Kinnaman, John V 20522891 DFC and 2nd OLC to AM 

S/Sgt Kopp, William L 12201799 DFC and 2nd OLC to AM 

S/Sgt Martin, Robert M 37051894 AM 

S/Sgt Mullen, John J 33578593 DFC and 2nd OLC to AM 

S/3gt Palma, Joseph 19126274 AM 

3/Sgt Paysnick, Hyman 31164511 3rd OLC to AM 

S/Sgt Popp, John 36217641 AM and 1st OLC to AM 

S/Sgt Repine, Clarence E    20625241 AM 

S/Sgt Shahhein, George S Jr    31326832 AM 

S/Sgt Smay, Charles H    13089901 3rd,4th.OLC.to.AM.&1st.OLC DFC 
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C O N F I D E NT I A L 

Organizational History, 38th Bombardment Squadron (H), 30th 

Bombardment Group (H), APO 244, November 1944 

Awards and Decorations, Cont’d 

S/Sgt Wason, Austin B 

S/Sgt Wengle, William A 

11113721 

36577327 

3rd OLC to AM  

AM 

S/Sgt Wyland, Charles J 13157400 AM, 1st OLC to AM and DFC 

S/Sgt Yoder, Harvey C 13063134 AM, 1st OLC to AM and DFC 

S/Sgt Zielinski, Anthony H 1205540® AM, 1st OLC to AM and DEC 

Sgt Armstrong, Gerald V 37622815 AM 

Sgt Chenery, Richard J 37574513 AM and 1st OLC to AM 

Sgt Daniel, James A 14047663 AM 

Sgt Greene, Daryle L 38512511 AM 

Sgt Langley, Hiram G Jr 34509780 AM 

Sgt Lee, Edward V 35769895 AM 

Sgt Matthew, Elvin A 37704778 AM 

Sgt Moore, George A 37704791 AM and 1st OLC to AM 

Sgt Nelson, Lloyd G 12075772 AM 

Sgt Neuner, Maron A 32671282 All 

Sgt Tanner, Irvin F Jr 33634794 AM 

Sgt Templeton, Clifton E 35771924 AM 

Cpl Douglas, Thomas E Jr 34766136 AM 

Cpl Richar, Earl 32674184 AM 

Pvt Hoffman, Jack E 39271987 AM 

Bronze Star Medal award: 
  

Sgt Brock, Edgar W 19039488 Bronze Star Medal. 

4. Organization: 

Negative. 

5. Personnel Strength: 

1 November 1944  

Officers  103  

W/O        1 

F/O   1 

EM  448 

30 November 1944  

Officers 109 

W/O 1 

F/O 2 

EM 463 

6. Airplane Strength: 

1 November 1944 

B-24J 12 

CB-24D   1 

30 November 1944  

B-24J     12 

CB-24D     1 

B-24L       2 

7. Airplane Losses: 

Negative. 
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Group (H), VII Bomber Command, Seventh Air Force, 
1 November 1944 - 30 November 1944 

Narrative: 

The chief objective for the 38th Bombardment Squadron (B) during the 

first part of the month was to destroy the enemy's effort to reinforce her 

bases in the Bonin and Kazan islands; i.e., to attack and destroy enemy 

convoys and shipping entering the harbors of Chichi Jima, Haha Jima and Iwo 

Jima, But during the middle of the month, after the enemy discovered that 

Superfortresses which were hitting her homeland were based on Saipan, they 

started counter-measures which consisted of high level bombing and low-level 

strafing attacks against the B-29’s based on Saipan. It was then that our 

efforts were centralized against airfields from which their aircraft could 

attack this base. High altitude daylight bombing missions, and one night 

snooper mission, were flown against airfields on Iwo Jima with the primary 

purpose of destroying enemy aircraft on the ground and air installations. Also 

with the purpose of protecting the Saipan base against attack from Japanese 

bases within range, 1 armed-reconnaissance mission was flown against Woleai. 

Of the 11 missions completed during the month, 3 were completed as 

shipping strikes, 5 attacks were made on airfields and installations at Iwo 

Jima, 1 armed-reconnaissance mission was flown against Woleai, 1 night snooper 

mission (1 A/P) was flown to Iwo Jima, and 1 training mission (for 1 A/P) was 

flown to Pagan Island to initiate a newly assigned combat crew. 

A total of 89 airplanes reached assigned targets, dropping 42 tons of 

bombs on shipping and 105 tons on ground installations. Interception was met 

on 5 missions with diminishing strength throughout the month. No damage was 

received from interceptors and no enemy aircraft were shot down by our 

gunners. (1-footnote). Antiaircraft fire over Iwo Jima was generally meager 

and inaccurate to accurate; 6 airplanes received minor damage from AA 

fragments on the first mission of the month. On shipping strikes, antiaircraft 

fire was generally meager and inaccurate. A total distance of 12,318 statute 

miles was flown on all missions. 

Bombing results were excellent on the first missions of the month; 

ground targets were hit with well over 90% accuracy. Our Commanding Officer 

and Bombardiering Officer worked on the idea of using the hand held sight 

instead of the regular bomb-sight in the "determination of horizontal dist-

ance" as described in Aids to Bombardiers (para 8, page 15, Confidential Order 

No. CO-11-30-2, dated 30 October 1943). The use of the hand-held sight 

(1)   0n Iwo Jima mission of 27 November, P-38 fighters escorted our bombers 

over the target, and shot down 1 enemy interceptor. This is the first 

time our squadron has had fighter escort on any bombing mission. 
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Organizational History, 38th Bombardment Squadron (H), 30th Bombardment 

Group (H), VII Bomber Command, Seventh Air Force, Army Air Force, Pacific 

Ocean Areas, APO 244, November 1944. 

Narrative, Continued: 

Gives a more flexible approach angle to the bomb run. With the regular sight 

an approach of only 35o can be made, whereas with the hand-held sight an 

 Approach of 90o or greater can be used. Among the advantages of this system 

are confusion of the enemy as to our actual bomb run, and the evasion of 

anti-aircraft fire. It is also a definite aid in determining the Initial 

Point with a minor margin of error. 

On 2 shipping strikes, 1 freighter was set afire by a direct hit, 1 

lugger was sunk, and 2 luggers were probably sunk. Unfortunately, the last 4 

missions of the month were very poor and brought the proficiency record down 

considerably. Weather was responsible for inaccurate bombing on 3 missions 

and a mechanical failure of the A.F.C.E. on the load airplane caused in- 

accuracy on another. A mission planned for 20 November was first postponed 

due to weather conditions, and was later cancelled entirely. 

 

Cameras were carried on 9 missions during the month and excellent 

results were obtained.  

SQUADRON GROUND ACTIVITY 

In many respects, November was hardly distinguishable from the 

preceding month in essential squadron activity. Nearly every department 

operated efficiently with few problems or changes. Yet it was difficult for 

squadron personnel to realize that their stay on Saipan had been as long as 

on either of the previous bases. The tempo of work, change from rainy to 

dryer season, the presence of enemy snipers on the island, the arrival of B—

29 Superfortresses on the island, and during November 7 alerts with enemy 

planes being shot down (a new experience for ground personnel), had 

furnished more diversion than on previous bases—and more details, more work. 

But by the end of October and through November the squadron had settled down 

to near routine again.  

One change was evident. Near month’s end, airplanes and squadron 

service departments on the line were moved from Isley Field No.l to Isley 

Field No.2, to make way for the Superfortresses. This change was 

accomplished without loss in maintenance efficiency or delay of missions. 

Plans were laid for movement of the bivouac area to a new area near airfield 

No.2, but no major action was taken other than lending assistance to the 

Engineering unit who were preparing the area. 

PERSONNEL 

3 combat crews were assigned to the squadron during November (Lt 

Jarvis, Lt Janeski, and Lt Lee), and 3 additional combat radar men were 

assigned. 
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Organizational History, 38th Bombardment Squadron (H), 30th Bombardment 

Group (H), VII Bomber Command, Seventh Air Force, Army Air Forces, Pacific 

Ocean Areas, APO 244, November 1944. 

Narrative, Continued: 

Lt Craig and crew completed 40 missions and returned to the states. Major 

Lamm, Commanding Officer, Lt Romig, Operations Officer, and Captain Byrne, 

Squadron Bombardiering Officer completed their missions during November, and 

the latter two returned to the states.  

3 combat crews returned to Hawaii on rest leave during the month. 

S/Sgt Michael Antonelli returned to the United States on an emergency 

furlough. Several ground personnel returned to the squadron from extended 

vacations in Hawaii, having been held there by lack of transportation. 

Lt Holman Massey assumed duties as Squadron derations Officer on 22 

November, relieving Lt Romig. Lt Charles Delanoy became Squadron Bombardier- 

ing Officer, relieving Captain Byrne, on the same date. 

INTELLIGENCE 

Of the 10 combat and 1 training missions flown during the month, 5 were 

briefed by the 38th Squadron. 3 new crews were indoctrinated in the use of 

combat POF's, and were given lectures on censorship in this theater. All 

combat personnel attended a lecture on "Survival Intelligence" for the Nanpo 

Shotos. 

PHOTO 

Processing of all aerial photographs are now being handled by the 71st 

Service Group. During November a small laboratory was built in the tent area 

to handle processing of photographs for squadron history and jpublic 

relations; this is the first time the squadron has had a photo laboratory 

since arrival at Saipan early in August. 

ENGINEERING 

None of our aircraft were damaged during the daylight enemy raid of 

November 26th when both No.l and No.2 airfields were strafed in low level 

attack. 

Two new B-24L airplanes were received near the end of the month, 

bringing total combat strength to 14 airplanes. Additions: A/P NO. 44-41475, 

and No. 44-41578. 
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(H), VII Bomber Command, Seventh Mr Korea, Army Air Forces, Pacific Ocean 

Area, APO 244, November 1944. 

Narrative, continued: 

ARMAMENT 

The entire squadron went through a gas chamber improvised by the 

Chemical Warfare section in order to test servicability and adjustment of 

newly issued light-weight gas masks. 

COMMUNICATIONS 

During the month difficulty was experienced with crosstalk in B-24J No. 

44-40617 and also in the two new B-24L’s No. 44-41578 and 44*41475. The 

problem had not been solved by maintenance personnel at month’s end. 

2 new combat radio operators were assigned to the section for further 

training. Shortage in section personnel was relieved somewhat by the addition 

of 2 radio mechanics, 1 radio operator, and 1 teletype operator. 

  RADAR 

The tactical efficiency of the squadron by the addition of the 2 new B-

24L model airplanes. These planes contain new and modified radar equipment 

which will be a significant aid to search, navigation and radar bombing. 

Previously the squadron had 1 airplane with recent-type radar equipment. 

An extensive training program for bombardiers, navigators and radar 

operators was being set up at month’s end, and will be included in the 

December history. 

MESS 

There was no significant change in the food situation from that reported 

a month ago. The squadron holiday, planned for Thanksgiving, was postponed 

until Saturday due to preparation for a combat mission. On this occasion the 

mess personnel provided particularly fine meals, and cold beer was served 

with the noon meal, as reported for the squadron holiday in October. 

MEDICAL 

On November 1st the squadron’s only death loss for the month occurred 

when Sgt Raymond E Beam, ASN 17136516, accidently shot himself while cleaning 

his 45 caliber weapon. 

Lt Bates, Assistant Dentist of the 30th Bombardment Group, was tempor-

arily assigned to this squadron to help catch up on the back-log of dental 

work needed In the squadron* 
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Narrative, continued: 

Bombing and strafing attacks by the Japanese during the month was 

responsible for a few cases of “war nerves” reporting to sick call. As a 

whole the reaction of the men to those attacks was good. No combat casualties 

occurred during the month, and there were no cases of flying fatigue. 

GENERAL 

Squadron P.X. sales for the month amounted to $4,232.19. A total of 552 

cases of beer were made available to the squadron. The theater operated every 

night, with a number of outstanding pictures, and always a filled “house." 

A soft-ball league consisting of all the squadrons of the Group, Croup 

Headquarters and VII Bomber Command was started during the month. With this 

report, 38th Bomb Squadron leads the league with 3 wins in 3 starts. 

During the latter part of the month plans were laid and construction 

started for a considerable enlarged recreation room or "club" for enlisted 

men of the squadron (18’ x 60’). Due to the uncertain length of time the 

squadron would stay in the present area, all construction was made in 

portable sections. 

With the close of a year’s service in the forward area, expressions of 

appreciation were received from higher headquarters. 
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Organizational History, 38th Bombardment Squadron (H), 
30th Bombardment Group (H), 7th Fighter Wing, Army Air 
Force, Middle Pacific, APO#964. 

1 December 1945-31 December 1945 

1. Date of arrival and departure from each station occupied 

in this theater: 

   No change. 

 
2. Losses in action: 

   None. 

 

 

3. Awards and decorations: 
    One Air Medal was awarded this month to McCabe, 
Robert R. 1st Lt, ASN O-928158 MOS (1034). 

4. Organization: 

   There has been no change in organization this 
month, the squadron was enlarged last month by the 
addition of personnel from the 392nd squadron and 
everything is going smoothly. 

5. Personnel strength: 

   1 December 1945           31 December 1945 

      116 Officers               108 Officers 

        0 W/O                      0 W/O 

       11 F/O                     11 F/O 

      350 Enlisted Men           250 Enlisted Men 

6. Airplane Strength: 

   1 December 1945           31 December 1945 

        12 B-24M’s                 12 B-24M’s 

7. Airplane losses: 

   None. 



 

Organizational History, 38th Bombardment Squadron (H), 30th 

Bombardment Group (H), 7th Fighter Wing, Army Air Force, 

Middle Pacific, APO#964 

 

Narrative: 

   Activity within the squadron has been normal during the 

month of December. The merger of the 392nd with the 38th 

Squadron has been completed and the work of the squadron 

has been normal operations and training. 

                      Morale  
 
Morale within the squadron has been fairly good during 
the month, the only drawback being the complaint of the 
men that they should have been home for the holidays. 
This was helped somewhat by the organizing of several 
parties and celebrations during the holiday period. The 
Group Photo contributed a lot to the holiday spirit by 
making some very good greeting cards for all of the men 
who desired them. We still have men going to the Army 
rest camp on the island of Hawaii, and many more have 
signed up to make the trip. Weekends at neighboring 
islands is still made possible by the operations office 
and there is always enough flight personnel making the 
trip that it is not necessary to schedule special men for 
the job. 

            Personnel 
Men on emergency furlough during the month are: 
   
  1st Lt. Ray N. Rouse 
  1st Lt. George H. Pell 
  S/Sgt Alfred F Fafard 
  Sgt Harold D. Lerner 
  Sgt John H. Lee 
  Cpl Charles Patane 
 
Officers and Men on regular furlough during the month: 
 1st Lt. Aristides Louros 
Officers assigned during the month: 7 (seven) 
Officers transferred during this month: 11 (eleven) 
Enlisted Men assigned during the month: 30 (thirty) 

Enlisted Men transferred during the month: 116(one hundred and sixteen) 
          The following officers were promoted to the grade of 1st. Lt 

AUS during the month: 
Cohn, Franklin           Peretta, Albert N. 
Norman, Wilburn J.       Deker, Paul P. 
Campbell, Mason H.       Sell, Charles H. 
 
 

Promotions of Enlisted Men are on Group Special order #116.  

Para 3 and 4. Sixty Nine (69) men were promoted. Order attached. 
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INTELLIGENCE 

The functions of this office have taken a definite rise during 

the past month. There have been several reports to be prepared for 

MIDPAC Hdqs. And we have been working in cooperation with operations 

and the photo office in the completion of their duties. This section 

is now staffed with one officer and one enlisted man, both of whom 

are on flying status and who are required to fly regularly, thus we 

are not able to operate as efficiently as in the past. 

                           Photo  

   The Photo section has lost most of its enlisted personnel during 

the last month and will lose the rest in a short time, which is 

going to cut down our capacity a great deal. We have been conducting 

classes in photography in connection with the Group study classes, 

and these classes have been well attended. 

 

 

                  Information & Education 

 

   I & E is a booming enterprise; This past month has seen a 

tremendous increase in the number of personnel who are pursuing 

advancement through the facilities of the I & E office. The imminent 

shift of personnel back to a civilian status probably accounts for 

the evidenced need of information and guidance beyond that 

obtainable in normal army pursuits. The I & E Officer has been 

acting in an advisory capacity to the men who are going home and 

want information about jobs and colleges in the states, he thinks 

that a copy of “American Universities and Colleges” by Marsh should 

be issued to every I & E officer. The Group Unit School opened early 

in the month and has proved itself to be a very successful 

undertaking with 61 men enrolled. Courses being offered are Small 

Business, Algebra, Photography, Psychology, Slide Rule, English 

Grammar, Radio, and Physics. The weekly programs have been well 

attended the past month, and the subjects offered have been: A 

lecture on Racial Minorities, a movie entitled “Don’t Be a Sucker”, 

the movie “True Glory”, and the fourth week was concerned with a 

discussion of the American Veterans Committee. Our careful selection 

of men deserving and desiring to attend the Army University at 

Schofield has paid encouraging dividends, since half of our students 

have been invited to remain another term because of their excellent 

grades. An over-all perspective then, gives the educational advisory 

angle of I & E top spot for the past month. It is highly probable 

that this branch of I & E will assume an even more prominent 

position in the months to come. The orientation program and the Army 

University have provided valuable stimuli for the intellectual 

activity of the individual. Yes the I & E department is indeed 

booming. 

 



 

 

Organizational History, 38th Bombardment Squadron (H), 30th 
Bombardment Group (H), 7th Fighter Wing, Army Air Force, Middle 
Pacific, APO#964. 

1 December 1945 - 31 December 1945 

Operations 

   During the month of December the best four engine outfit in the 
Army Air Force, the Flying 38th., flew a total of 392 hours. The 
squadron has been flying calibration flights, instrument flights, 
formation flights, and bombing flights, all of this in excess of 
the weekly Group mission. Six crews have made the ten hour 
navigation flight, and worked a fuel consumption on the airplanes, 
these flights are continuing and the rest of the crews will make 
them in the near future. On the first of December the 38th had 16 
complete crews and at present time eight crews are available for 
operations. Unless replacements arrive during the month of 
January, it will be impossible to operate on the same schedule 
that we are now using. 

Engineering 

    The engineering section has been operating at full speed 
during the past month, and have experienced a shortage of training 
personnel. We have one plane in sub-depot for repairs, and others 
are being continuously repaired within the squadron so that we can 
meet the requirements of the operations office. 

 
                    Communications 

 

During the month four of the remaining eight radio mechanics, 
including the section chief were returned to the states for 
discharge, however T/Sgt ???? was transferred from the deactivating 
392nd to assume charge as section head, and Lt. D.B. Breedon was 
transferred from the 27th to assume charge of the duties of 
communications officer. Several men are being sent to a Group ground 
school for training as Radio operator-mechanics. 

 
                       
                       Ordnance 
 
The normal line of duty was performed by this section during 

the month. Several men have left to be returned to the states and 
the next lowering of points and service time will leave this section 
with two Officers and two enlisted men. 

 
 



 

 
Organizational History, 38th Bombardment Squadron, 30th Bombardment 
Group (H), 7th Fighter Wing, Army Air Force, Middle Pacific, 
APO#964. 

1 December 1945 - 31 December 1945 

Medical 

MM A new flight surgeon, Capt. Samuel B. Goodson, O-471067 has 
been assigned to the squadron, and the former surgeon, Capt. 
Thomas W. Crowell has become Group Surgeon. Plane for 
consolidation of the group Dispensary with the Base Dispensary 
have been formulated and are being carried out. This has been made 
necessary by the loss of trained personnel, and in order to 
maintain an efficient section. 

Radar 

During the past month this section absorbed most of the men 
from radar section of the former 392nd squadron, and also obtained 
enough equipment and supplies from the deactivated 819th squadron 
to round out the requirements for the present and near future. In 
spite of the reductions in personnel this section is in much 
better shape than the other sections in the squadron, and we shall 
endeavor to keep it that way. A radar plane is always used as the 
lead airplane in all Group missions and we have only had one 
malfunction. 

                          Supply      
 
During the period from 1 Dec 45 thru 15 Dec 45, a physical 

inventory of all squadron TO & E and Post, Camp and Station 
property was made by the supply officer of the 38th squadron. 
After this inventory, all equipment of the 392nd which the 38th had 
use for was turned over to the supply officer. This was 
accomplished by shipping all items of 392nd TO & E property to the 
38th, thus relieving the 392nd of accountability and responsibility 
for this equipment. All items of PC & S property were turned in by 
the 392nd and in turn were drawn by the 30th from Base 
Quartermaster. 

During the period from 15th Dec 1945 thru the 20th Dec, 
memorandum receipts were drawn up for all items of TO&E and PC & S 
property to the respective departments. A new property book for 
all TO & E equipment was compiled as per physical inventory, thus 
picking up accountability and responsibility. This was 
accomplished as per CPBG administrative order #1, index 100.50, 
dated 10 Feb 1945. 

Disposition of 392nd Squadron TO & E equipment and PC & S 
property is as follows: 

1. All items of TO & E equipment not shipped to the 38th was 
turned in to the proper supply point on the island. 

2. All items of PC & S property not signed for by the 38th 
was turned in to the Base Quartermaster. 
 
Thus, to date, all details concerning the squadron supply 
have been accomplished accordingly. This was completed by 
1 January 1946. 
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1 December 1945 – 31 December 1945 

Technical Supply 

   The following is a report of squadron Tech Supply activities for the month of 
December;  

1. Department completed the move from the old 38th area, carried on 
consolidation activities, and performed normal operation. 

2. 1st Lt. William R. McKinley was assigned to Tech Supply in charge of Personal 
Equipment, and two enlisted men were assigned to assist him. 

3. Movement of large items of equipment from the old 38th area is delayed 
pending completion of deactivation activities of the old 392nd Tech Supply. 
Inventories and the completion of the Air Corps Property Book for the 38th 
Squadron are being carried out simultaneously with normal operations. 

Transportation 

A lot of work has been done in this section during the last month. The 
deactivation of the former 392nd Squadron brought a lot of new vehicles into the 
squadron and also many new men. There was a lot of work to be done by the section 
on the vehicles to be turned in, and also on the ones that were to be kept. The 
squadron is still using its vehicles for recreation where possible. 

 
                           Special Service 
The following is a report of the activities of the Special Service for the 

month; completed move to new squadron site, redecorated new Special Services 
building, decorated mess-hall for Christmas, and transported men to Princess Beach 
U.S.C. for recreation thrice weekly. This office also obtained tickets for “Jumpin’ 
Jupiter”, “Voice of the Turtle”, and “I Remember Mama”. 

 
This concludes the Squadron history for the month of December, and everything 

considered it has been a normal month, with no very unusual occurrences. 
 
 

                                                        
JAMES A. BROWN. 
1st. Lt., Air Corps.  
Historical officer. 
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1 January 1946 - 31 January 1946 

1. Date of arrival and_departure from each station occupied in this 
theater. 

No change. 

2. Losses in action. 

None. 

3. Awards and decorations 

All of the men in the Squadron during the time on Saipan were 
awarded a battle star for the Iwo campaign. 

4. Organization. 

There has been no change in organization this month, but a large 
number of men have been lost to the demobilization program. 

5. Personnel Strength: 
1 January 1946 

106 Officers 
0 W/O 

250 Enlisted Men 

6. Airplane Strength. 

1 January 1946 

12 B-24M’s 

7. Airplane Losses. 

31 January 1946 
100 Officers 

0 W/O 
92 Enlisted Men 

31 January 1946 

6 B~24M"s 

None. 
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1 January 1946 - 31 January 1946 

Narrative: 

Activity in the Squadron has been very heavily curtailed during the 
past month, with the loss of even more personnel than the month before, 
this has caused the squadron to turn in six of our planes and the rest of 
them are to be turned in by the fifth of February. The Group has received 
orders to be deactivated by the fifteenth of February, and the Squadron 
has to be broken up by the twelfth. The only flying to be due during 
February is for the men to accomplish their flying time for the month. 

Morale 

Morale during the month has been fairly good, especially among the enlisted 
men, since their scores for discharge have been lowered so much and most of 
them expect to be going home very soon. 

Personnel 

Men on emergency furlough during the month: None.  
Men on regular furlough during the month: None.  
Promotions during the month: None. 
 

Operations 

There has been almost no training flights during the month due to the 
difficulty in keeping the planes in commission. Operations has been busy 
keeping records in shape, and have had the help of several flying officers, 
since all of the clerks have been sent home. As soon as the men have their 
flying time in for the month of February the airplanes will be turned in 
and the operations office will fold up. 

Engineering 

The engineering department has been very busy during the month pulling 
inspections on the airplanes and turning in equipment in anticipation of the 
squadron inactivation next month. 

Other Departments 

All other departments have been closed or are in the process of closing, 
and have no news to add to the squadron history. The squadron should be 
almost entirely cleared out by the tenth of February, and this will be the 
last report of the squadron since its activation. 

JAMES A. BROWN 

1st. Lt., Air Corps, 

Historical Officer. 



 


